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'  Ohfervations  on  different  SuhJeSfs* 

To  the  Publisher  of  the  Weekly 
Magazine. 

S  I  R, 

AS  I  have  obferved  (everal  detached 
fenttiiientb  in  your  Paper,  and  o- 
thcr  periodical  publications,  with  which 
]  have  been  much  pleafcd;  and  as  this 
fort  of  compofition  may  probably  be 
more  acceptable  to  many  of  your  rea¬ 
ders  than  a  continued  and  conne^ed 
ciiicourle,  I  have  made  an  attempt  of 
this  kind.  I  pretend  not  to  that  lagaci- 
ty  and  laconic  exprelHon  which  is  necef* 
fary  to  form  proverbial  fentences;  per¬ 
haps  they  arc  only  capable  of  being  a- 
dapted  to  moral  and  practical  fubje^. 
What  I  prefume  to  offer,  therefore,  is  (o 
be  cunddered  as  a  few  obfervalions,  the 
effcdl  of  my  own  attention  and  expe¬ 
rience;  and  though  there  fhouM  appear 
to  be  nothing  new  in  them  to  thofe  who 
are  acquainted  with  books  and  .men, 
they  may  be  admitted  into  your  Mifcel- 
lany,  it  is  hoped,  without  difhonouring 
it. 

§  I.  Human  nature,  and  tflablilhcd 
fadts,  are  the  pillars  on  which  true  phi- 
iofophy  rclts:  The  moment  yqu  lofe 
VoL.  XXiV. 


fight  of  thefe,  it  is  a  fhcre  ignis  fatuus  $ 
it  is  reafon  run  mad,  and  never  fails  to 
iffuc  in  fomc  extreme  equally  inconfif* 
tent  with  truth  and  commou  fenfe- 
Thus  one  philofophcr  attempts  to  rca- 
fon  yoti  out  of  your  fenfes,  another  out 
of  your  mind,  and  a  third  bewilders  you 
m  the  airy  regions  of  abfiradl  ideas — of 
ideas  without  a  mind^-of  ideas  as  ha* 
ving  a  real  exiftence  by  thcmfelves,  in- 
dependent  of  any  other  incorporeal  oi^ 
corporeal  fubftance.*'  ^uery.  Have 
thefe  fublifhc  theorifts  a  mind  without 
ideas,  or  ideas  without  a  mind? 

§  2i  Acquaintance  with  the  poetry, 
the  eloquence,  the  fculptur^,  the  paint¬ 
ings,  the  architeAure  of  the  aotients, 
with  their  civil  and  political  laws,*  never 
fail  to  refine  the  tafie  and  improve  the 
mind.  Antiquity,  too,  hath  produced 
excellent  models  in  hiftofy:  but  who- 
ever'diall  attempt,  from  the  moft  per-* 
fe^t  fyfterfi  of  Pagan  phtlofophy  or  the¬ 
ology,  to  throw  light  upon  human  na.» 
tut  e,  or  to  extend  our  moral  knowledge, 
will  infallibly  difeover  hu  vanity,  at  the 
ekpence  of  his  underftanding.  He  may 
make  an  oftentatious  parade  of  Greelc 
and  Latin;  he  may  feem  to  go  deep  into 
the  priuci^Qi  of  things,  and  their  ck« 
E  k 
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mentary  parts — into  predicaments,  into 
iiniverfals,  genus,  Ipccies;  he  may  ima¬ 
gine  he  hath  gone  back  to  the  Jirj}  phi- 
lofophyt  and  ft)i  med  a  perfe^i  fcietice ; 
but,  I  apprehend,  it  will  appear  to  every 
man  of  a  plain  underflanding,  that  there 
is  fomething  wanting  w  hich  the  ten  ca^ 
lagories  cannot  fupply. 

§  3.  The  paflion  for  originality  hath 
done  great  mifchief  to  the  caufc  both  of 
virtue  and  ufeful  fcience.  It  hath  pro¬ 
duced  an  immcnfc  moajle  of  ingenuity  in 
propagating  error,  and  in  attempting  to 
overturn  eflabliflied  truths.  It  hath  em¬ 
ployed  the  human  faculties  in  the  molt 
daring,  and  in  the  muft  futile  and  nuga¬ 
tory  (peculations;  but  this  pafTion  is  not 
always,  perhaps  not  often,  accompanied 
with  a  folid  underftanding ;  thofe  polTcf- 
fed  of  it,  impelled  by  the  novelty  of 
their  own  ideas,  feldom  diftinguifliing 
between  mere  exertions  of  ingenuity,  or 
the  cxcurlions  of  an  untutored  imagi¬ 
nation,  and  what  is  really  indrudtive  and 
ufeful  to  mankind. 

■  §  4.  There  is  nothing  that  bears  hea¬ 
vier  upon  the  animal  fpirits  than  an  at¬ 
tempt  to  rife  above  one's  intelletflual 
powers,— where  the  mind  is  ever  on  the 
rack  of  exertion  to  produce  fomething 
to  w  hich  nature  fee  ms  not  to  have  made 
one  equal ;  and  the  worll  of  it  is,  it  is 
labour  without  recompcnce.  An  author 
who  hath  unhappily  fallen  into  this  trai^l, 
if  his  underftanding  is  not  uncommonly 
feeble,  will  feldom  be  much  pleafcd  with 
hiinfelf.  The  public  wmU  certainly  be 
difgufted.  They  will  pejeeive  an  auk- 
ward  (training  without  fentiment,  a  (tu- 
died  precifion  without  elegance,  and  a 
vain  effort  to  rife,  which  finks  one  the 
iuoit:  but  oue  who  appears  fuperior  to 
bis  fubje^t — to  confer  dignity  upon  it 
hy  the  manner  in  which  he  treats  it, 
while  he  feels  all  thegratiheation  of  con. 
feiuus  merit,  will  receive  from  the  pub¬ 
lic  the  honour  due  to  abilities  capable  e- 
ven  of  higher  exertions. 

You  find  in  one  book  a  judgment  in 
the  choice  of  materialH,  an  attention  to 
order,  a  laboured  conrednefs  of  ftile 
that  feem  evidently  to  have  exhaufted ' 
the  whole  force  of  the  writer's  faculties, 
while  you  obferve  in  another^  on  the 
fame  or  a  (imilar  ful^e^,  a  negligence,  a 
precipitancy,  but  at  the  fame  time  a 
lioldnefti,  a  ralhncfs,  a  variety  that  can 
kave  you  no  doubt  which  polftlfcs  the 
liipcriority. 

\  y  There  ii  a  choke,  a  combina¬ 


tion  of  words,  a  meafure  of  periocTif 
which  form  elegant  wiiting,  that  fafei- 
nate  a  delicate  tafte,  no  lefs  than  the 
choice  and  combination  of  tones,  and 
the  different  meaiures  of  muQc,  charm  a 
delicate  ear;  and  both  are  apt  to  pre^- 
duce  a  (imilar  effect ;  to  reveife  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  logicians,  to  make  us  overlook 
the  matter  for  the  fake  of  the  form^ 
Hence  many  authors  are  admired  where 
the  ideas  are  common  and  the  rcafon- 
ing  fupcrficial,  as  we  delight  to  hear  a 
fine  air  where  the  poetry  is  wretched. 

It  may  be  doubted,  therefore,  whe¬ 
ther  the  late  regard  paid  to  the  orna¬ 
ments  of  compofition,  hath,  upon  the 
whole,  been  of  real  fervice  to  the  intc- 
reds  of  learning ;  whether,  in  many  in- 
dances,  it  hath  not  weakened  the  vigour 
of  the  author’s  fentiments,  by  with¬ 
drawing  his  attention  from  the  train  of 
his  ideas,  which  he  might  other  wife 
have  followed  more  clofcly  and  more 
deeply;  whether  it  hath  not  been  the 
means  of  obtruding  upon  the  public 
flimfey  performances  that,  without  this 
artificial  embelliihment,  would  have  ne¬ 
ver  been  read;  and  finally,  whether  it 
hath  not  been  of  real  prejudice  to  the 
caufe  of  virtue,  by  gilding  error,  and 
foftening  our  refentments  againd  vice,  if 
not  recommcRding  it.  ‘  If  there  arc  any 
who  dcfire  to  fee  a  perfect  model  of  both’ 
matter  and  form^  let  them  read'  over 
and  over,  again  and  ag^tin,  a  late  cele¬ 
brated  charader  of  a  celebrated  patriot^ 
fatd  to  be  drawn  by  a  celebrated  hiduriao, 
Vol.  xxiii.  P.  237.  hdonot  pretend  to  an- 
fwer  for  the  pert'ed  fimilitude  of  the  pic¬ 
ture  to  the  original,  though  there  is  cer¬ 
tainly  a  driking  one;but  there  he  will  find 
gigantic  fentiments  exprelTed  in  all  that 
ftrength  and  perfpicuity,  in  all  that  ele¬ 
gance  and  precifion,  in  all  that  harmony 
and  variety  of  which  our  language  feems 
capable;  perhaps  of  which  any  language, 
antient  or  modern,  is  capable. 

§  6i  It  is  a  mortifying  confidcratioil 
to  authors  to  rtflcd,  that,  amidd  aa  in* 
finite  number  of  publications,  there  are 
fo  few  which  fame  hath  marked  with 
an  indelible  name — fo  few  that  are  read, 
or  even  known— fo  few  that  arc  not, 
while  the  author  is  yet  living,  treated 
with  negled,  if  not  contempt And 
of  thofe  who  have  been  confidered  aa 
writers  of  fome  name,  who  have  been 
read  with  avidity,  and  admired  for  a 
while,  how  few  there  arc  that  are  »K>t 
funk  into  obfcurity— that  arc  not  total- 


EDIN.B  URGH  AMUSEMENT- 


ly  abforbcd  in  the  common  vortex  of  ob*  you  may  amufc  yourfclf  with  a  fidHtiooa 
tivion;  and  yet  it  appears  to  me,  that  being;  but  you  will  remain  a  ftranger  (Jo 
our  old  writers  are  more  fubftantial,  and  the  world,  and  expofe  yourfelf,  amidft 
abound  more  with  materials  and  inftruc-  all  your  fpeculativc  knowledge,  to  t^j^ 
tion  than  modern  ones.  The  moft  im-  ridicule  of  hundreds  who  never  opened 
portant  and  ufeful  fubjefts  have  been  a  book.  Hence,  of  all  others,  philofd- 
canvaffed  by  them  with  attention,  method  phers  feem  to  be  the  lead  acquainted 
and  pcrfeverance,  which  modems  neither  with  the  mind  of  mao,  which,  by  di- 
relifh,  nor  feem  capable  of.  Thofe  fyf-  viding  and  fubdfviding,  tracing  the  fodrcp 
tematic  and  laborious  refearches  thaten-  of  ideas;  and  pretending  to  difeover  ab- 
riched  the  republic  of  letters,  have,  in  draft  powers  that  can  neither  be  pcrcti- 
a  fort,  been  banlflicd  from  it,  and  i-  ved  nor  uhderftood  by  an  ordinary  un- 
dcal,  definitionlefs  things,  called  tafte,  derftanding,  they  make  a  mere  logical 
^elegance,  have  been  fubdituted  in  the  being;  they  form  theories  in  the  clouds, 
place  of  them;  fo  that,  except  a  certain  and  leave  you,  like  themfelves,  over- 
quatntnefs  of  expreflion,  and  a  brillian-  grown  children,  equally  unacquainted 
cy  of  language,  you  find  little  in  the  with  yourfelves,  and  the  world  arouna 
greater  number  of  our  prefent  race  of  you.  If  you  are  lucky  enough  never  to 
authors  to  recommend  them.  They  have  been  entangled  in  their  ideal  fyf- 
feem  evidently  deficient  in  fentiment  and  terns,  or  to  have  difengaged  yourfelf  and 
vigour.  Hence,  however  more  general  thrown  them  afide,  you'  Will  find  princ!«> 
our  knowledge  may  be,  it  is  by  far  more  pics  in  Common  life  upon  which  you  can 
fuperficial  than  that  of  the  laft  age.  reft,  and  upon  which  you  will  be  cna- 
§  7.  Human  nature  is  not  fuch  a  rid-  bled  to  aft  as  a  man* 
die  as  is  commonly  imagined.  Men  in  XJRBANUSt 

general  are  governed  by  their  paflions  • 

and  the  leading  paflions  arc  love  of  plea-  To  the  Publiihir  of  the  WfiXKLr 
fure — of  intcreft— >f  fame.  It  requires  Magazime. 

indeed  attention,  and  difeernment,  and  SIR, 

experience,  to  mark  the  various  modes  IN  my  laft  letter  to  you  [P.  134.3,  % 
and  operations  of  thefe  :  bccaufc  the  A  endeavoured  to  expofe  to  the  view  of 
fame  paflion  not  only  ailnimes,  on  diffe-  the  public  the  origin,  the  nature  and  in* 
rent  occafions,  and  at  different  .periods  fluence  of  party-fpirit;  and  concluded 
of  life,  different  appearances,  but  diffe-  by  exprefling  my  fincerc  regret,  that 
rent  paffions  are  often  found  ftrangely  among  any  of  the  facred  charafter  in- 
mingled  together  in  the  fame  conftitu-  ftances  of  its  malignity  (hould  be  found, 
tion ;  fo  that  now  one  paflion,  and  then  To  traduce,  or  even  publilh  the  real  but 
another,  falls  a  facrifice  to  its  antagonift;  fecret  faults  of  individuals,  is  criminal, 
but  ftill  there  is  one  that  predominates,  To  calumniate  a  refpcftable  fociety.  U 
and  which,  in  forming  a  juft  idea  of  cha-  highly  offenfive  to  G(xl  and  pood  men. 
rafters,  muft  feryt  as  an  index.  One  Men,  whofc  ufefulnefs  In  fociety  is  con- 
who  has  fagacity  enough  to  diftinguifli,  nefted  with  the  eftimation  of  the  public^ 
amidft  accidental  variety,  the  leading  merit  a  peculiar  delicacy ;  and  animad- 
fcatures  of  different  charafters,  baa  verfions  upon  their  procedure  fbould  be 
gained  an  important  handle  ;  and  if  be  made  with  a  tendemefs  proportioned  to 
Is  poffeffed  of  temper  and  addrels  in  a-  the  Importance  of  the  duties  of  their 
jiy  tolerable  degree,  will  feldom  foil  to  ftation  to  the  interefts  of  mankind.  Nor 
iuccccd  in  life,  and  render  himfclf  agree-  is  there  any  order  of  men,  whofe  con- 
able,  without  being  guilty  of  mean  fub-  duft  ought  to  be  reviewed  with  more 
miflion,  or  mean  compliments,  inconfif-  caution  and  candour,  than  that  of  the 
tent  with  truth.  He  will  find  man  a  minifters  of  religion.  ^  Happy  bad  it 
I  traftabic  and  duftilc  animal.  been  for  the  deareft  interefts  among 

I  *  But  the  knowledge  of  the  human  men,  if  their  public  proceedings  had  rc- 
linind  is  not  to  be  learned  from  abftraft  tained  thofe  fignatures  of  decorum, 
befearches,  from  books  pretending  to  a-  which  would  have  fecured  them  the 
Inalyre  the  different  faculties  of  it.  You  efteem  of  men  of  rcAfe,  the  refptfft  of  the 
Imuft  converfe  with  mankind;  you  moft  pious,  and  fereened  them  from  tbccoa- 
Ibe  acquainted  with  living  manners;  you  tempt  of  the  vulgar. 

■may  learn  in  your  rctirerocot  to  reduce  But  when  any  of  them  have  divefted 
■the  human  mind  to  an  artificial  fyftem;  tbemfeivci  of  the  appearances  of  decea?* 


cy.  and  glory  in  the  domination  of  party-  candour.  Party- men,  who  have  eyei 
fpirit,  they  ought  to  feel  the  rcfcntment  but  fee  not,  and  are  incompetent  judgcf 
of  the  public,  and  dread  the  indignation  of  their  own  procedure,  think  very  difv 
to  which  they  arc  cxpofcd.  Sibilet  fcrcntly:  but  it  ought  never  to  be  tor- 
Vic  populust  at  fnihi  plaudo^  ia  the  Ian-  gotten,  that  men  of  all  parties  and  deno* 
guage  of  a  clerical  politician:  but  this  minations  are  accountable  to  God  an^ 
cannot  be  the  language  of  a  liberal  mind,  to  man  for  their  opinions,  no  let's  than 
A  miniftcr  of  religion,  who  underftands  for  their  actions,  the  redtitude  or  cor» 
'w  hat  he  owes  to  God  or  man,  will,  by  ruption  of  their  hearts  being  no  lefg 
every  method  of  circumfpedtion,  guard  confpicuous  in.  the  former  than  in  thp 
his  own  proceedings,  and  thofc  of  his  latter'. 

order,  as  much  as  pofliblc  from  cenfurc  Scarce  is  there  any  plan  of  adminiftra- 
aiid  contempt.  Jn  private  life  indivi-  tioh  more  adverfe  to  the  tpirit  of.  the 
duals  are  fallible,  and  their  failures  can-  conftitution,  the  harmony  of  fociety,  the 
not  with  jufticc  be  charged  upon  their  decorum  of  the  facred  character,  and  thd 
order;  but  their  public  pioccdurc,  when  hopes  and  wilbes  of  all  good  men,  thait. 
acting  in  a  judicial  capacity,  will  be  con-  this  pernicious  innovation.  I  call  it  an 
lidcred  in  a  different  light.  Then  every  innovation ;  for  never  till  of  late  did  it 
obligation,  civil  or  religious,  requires  take  place  in  the  church.  Miniftersi 
of  them  a  decent,  regular,  and  impartial  eminent  for  their  knowledge  of  ecclctia^ 
behaviour.  They  will  receive  the  ad-  ftical  law,  and  diflinguin»ed  by  their  abi- 
ianccs  of  a  demagogue  or  defpot  with  lities  and  m^Kicration,  have  heretofore^ 
contempt,  defpife  the  carclVcs  of  the  par-  in  critical  times,  been  uiianimoufly  foli- 
tizans  of  tyranny,  though  inverted  with  cited  to  accept  a  commillion  out  of  their 
4hc  highert  authority,  and  betray  no  dc-  courfe;  but  to  overlook  any  member,  or 
grcc  of  fubjettion  to  that  fpirit  of  party  number  .of  clergymen,  on  account  of 
\vhich  is  everlive  of  whatever  merits  ve-  their  dirteiing  from  the  majority  in  po^ 
I'.cralion.  .  lilical  opinions,  is  a  novelty  in  the  church 

Arc  the  cabals,  the  intrigues,  the  arti-  their  witer  predecert'ors  never  attempted, 
fices  of  contending  parties  in  ecclertafti-  Tiicl'e  wife  mci»  were  too  well  ac^ 
courts,  juftitied  by  the  maxims  which  qnainted  with  the  nature  of  Prefbyterian 
ought  to  regulate  men  of  the  facred  cha-  government,  to  think  of  a  mtafure  in- 
raiter?  Is  the  court  and  lubjettion  conhrtent  with  its  very  exiftencc.  Young 
yielded  to  laymen,  diftinguirticd  by  their  men,  before  they  vow  tidclity  to  a  con* 
avowed  contempt  of  .the  inftitutions  of  ftiuilion,  ought  to  inform  themfelvcs  well 
religion,  or  whofe  intcrefts  proclaim  of  the  nature  of  it,  left  they  ihadvcrteni-* 
their prepoflertibnSjhoiumrable forjudges  ly  violate  their  vows.  The  ecclcOaftical 
who  pronounce  upon  foul  and  confei-  conftitution  in  Scotland  is  evidently  re,-* 
rnce  ?  Arc  the  canyaffings,  jockeyings,  t>ubliean.  Every  one  knows  that  the 
and  jobs,  prai^fifed  in  aU'cmblics,  luited  iafety  and  prcfervaiion  of  a  republic  is 
to  the  folemnity  wherewitH  they  arc  founded  in  the  rotation  of  power  among^ 
conftituted?  And  arc.thc  pcrfonal.invec-  all  its  members.  If  any  one  Hath  not 
tives,  illiberal  abufe,  and  unmanly  ad-  attended  to  this  fubjedt,  let  him  confnlt 
vantages  taken  of  the  unwary,  adapted  that  mt  ft  iifcful  and  acute  laic  publica- 
to  the  facred  name  w'ilh  which  ccclefia-  tion,  Sketchesy  See, ;  w  here  it  is  demon- 
(tical  focietics  are  concluded  ?  tlrated,  that  the  equal  diftribution  of 

It  muift  be  allowed,  that  fudden  tffu-  power  and  authority  among  the  mem- 
fions  of  leinpcr  arc  the  (faints  of  what  bers  is  the  point  on  w’hich  a  common- 
jmift  occur  in  all  popular  aftemblies,  wealth  muft  (land  or  fall ;  and  a  refpec- 
?rd  ought  to  be  ranktd  amon^  ft  the  in-  ^able  and  aiitient  Greek  philofopber  hath 
firmities  natural  to  mankind ;  but  ftaied  pitwal,  that,  after  men  of  wealth  and 
ir.cafeircs  of  government,  and  deliberate  intrigue  .in. a  republic  have  monopolized 
methods  c»f  procedure,  repugnant  to  authority,  or  lodged  the  power  in  a  fac- 
light,  truth,  peace  and  charity,  will,  by  tmn,  the  ftate  is  fubvcrtcd,  and  dwindles 
the  impartial,  be  cbnfidered  as  qriini-  |hio  an  inferior  for  m  of  government, 
pal,  and  will  gfve  cfTcficc  to  a|l  good  .  I'hij  ecclcfiaftical  conftitution  in  Scot- 
nun.  In  this  light  ihcexclufHjp  irorn  land  .hath  lodged  the  final  decifion  of 
the  Inpremc  judicature  fuch  as  have  the  queftions  in  controverfy  lo  equally,  that’ 
p/isfortunc  to  be  of  the  minority  in  infc-  (.very  part  of  the  church  hath  the  fame 
liui  cduru,  is  couGdttcd  by  all  nicu  of  auiUoriiy,  the  mod  remote  being  veltcdt 
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With  no  Icfs  power  than  the  moft  con- 
fpicuous.  The  firjl  osconomicai  prin^ 
ctple  in  the  church  of  Scotland  is  a 
parity  of  ecclefajlical  authority  a- 
mong  all  its  pre/hyters.  This  is  a  po- 
fitiou  univerfally  admitted*  Such  as 
violate  this  principle  in  f^jpport  of  party- 
views,  will  find  It  difficult  to  reconcile 
their  conduct  with  their  vows  of  fidelity 
to  the  conflitution.  Artificial  reafon- 
ings  fatisfy  fuperficial  or  corrupted 
ininds:  but  men  of  i'obriety  and  rcfie(^ion 
will  carefully  avoid  the  leaft  infringe¬ 
ment  of  the  firll  economical  principle 
upon  which  that  conflitution  is  founded, 
with  the  prelervation  of  which  they  arc 
folemnly  intrullcd  by  the  ftate. 

•  Need  I  obferve  that  this  novelle  mode 
of  procedure  is  in  dire(5t  oppofttion  to 
the  fpirit  of  Chriftianity,  and  to  many 
precepts  fupptirted  by  the  higheft  autho- 
ritv.  Can  you  maintain  the  unity  of 
■the  fpirit  in  the  bond  of  peace^  by  a 
management  which  mult  irritate  the 
paflions  in  the  moft  gentle  natures? — 
Contempt  is  not  eali’.y  borne.  The  mil- 
deft  tempers  feel  it  with  refentment. 

‘  You  cannot  reconcile  ncgledl  with  any 
degree  of  friend Ihip,  You  conclude, 
that  he  who  nights  and  overlooks  you, 
bates  and  defpifes  you.  No  man  of  mo¬ 
deration  will  have  any  difference  in  affec* 
tion  with  you  on  account  of  differing 
from  yon  in  judgment;  but  pcrfonal  in¬ 
full,  perlonal  reflexions,  contemptuous 
conduX,  or  a  procedure  expreflive  of 
difrefpeX,  never  fail  to  draw  after  them 
Qonfequences,"  both  of  a  publiq  and  pri¬ 
vate  nature,  diHionourable  and  pernici^ 

OUP.  ‘ 

•  .When  an  iniquitous  mode  of  proce- 
(jure  is  adopted  by  numbers,  men  are 
apt  to  flatter  themfelves  that  numbers 
will  fcrccn  them  from  cenfurc:  bat 
numbers  alter  not  the  nature  of  things. 
Vice  retains  Its  native  turpitude,  though 
countenanced  by  men  of  every  rank  and 
denomination:  That  this.  praXicc'is  a- 
dopted  by  both  parties  in  the*  churth 
makes  no  alteration.  A  party- man  is  a 
bad  man,  whatever  fide  of  the  queftion 
he  may  efpoufe.  Sinners  of  every. clafs 
find  abundance  of  reafons,  whereby  they 
elude  the  force  of  every  argument  calcu¬ 
lated  to  conviX  them.  No  ordcrof  men 
is  more  pertinacious  and  obftinate  in 
opinion  than  churchmen.1  The  man  of 
l^mplicity  of  heart  only  feels  the  force  of 
truths  that  oppofe  his  paflions.  Men  in 
low  life,  or  who  have  been  unnaturally 
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elevated,  will  retain  their  primzval 
meannefs  of  fpirit.  The  generous,  th^ 
liberal  foul  alone,  can  rife  fuperior  to 
the  infamy  of  pride,  prejudice,  and  the 
interellcd  paffions.  * 

May  it  not  be  expeXed  that  youngs 
men  of  education  will  defpife  the  mean¬ 
nefs  of  becoining  the  wretched  tools  of 
power?  How  defpicable  that  degenerate 
fpirit  that  can  defeend  to  do  that  for 
another  which  he  himfelf  would  not 
touch  withonc  of  his  fingers — to  create 
enemies  to  himfelf  of  thofe  who  never 
offended  him — to  do  an  indignity  to  a 
neighbour  who  never  gave  him  any 
caufe  of  difguft — to  affront  a  friend  who 
has  conferred  upon  him  the  moft  fub- 
ilantial  obligations — all  to  conciliate 
the  finile  or  the  nod  of  the  man  who  fe- 
crctly  defpifes  him  for  bis  illiberal  and 
fcandalous  fervility. 

Such  debafing  terms  of  correfpondence 
no- man  of'  fpirit  would  accept  who 
knows  any  thing  of  the  compaX  which 
fubfifts  between  a  party- man  and  bia 
leader.  Beheld  at  a  diftance,  the  con¬ 
nexion  will  not  appear  fo  humiliating 
pr  immoral :  but  when  you  arc  fully  en¬ 
gaged,  yon  will  feel  that  it  is  no  lefs  con¬ 
trary  to  the  maxims  of  decency  and  hu¬ 
manity,  than  of  probity  and  honour. 
To  take  the  advantage  of  fnperiority  of 
numbers,  to  deprive  a  man  of  what  you, 
if  in  his  place,  would  believe  to  be'  your 
right — to  deprefs  in  the  opinion  of  the 
public  a  brother— to  hold  him  up  to  the 
view  of  the  world  as  incapable  or  un¬ 
worthy — toaffume  to  yourfclf  that  place 
to  which  hc' is  intitled — to  enier  into 
low  intrigues  with  your  paiiftiioners  a- 
gainft  him — to  impofe  upon  the  creduli¬ 
ty  of  your  people  /to  the  difadvantage  of 
another,' whofe  only  crime  is  his  differ¬ 
ing  from  you  as  much  as  you  differ  front 
him  in  cccleiiaftical  politics — and,  in  or¬ 
der  to  make- your  court  to  your  leaders, 
to  introduce  animofities,  lafting  conten¬ 
tion,  and  every- diffocial  paiffion,' into  a 
focicty  confccrated  to  peace,  harmony, 
and  fricndftiip. — By  what  names  ihaU 
fuch  proceedings  be  ftigmatized  ? — It  it 
painful  -to  reprefent  them.  'The  gene¬ 
rous  heart  recoils,' and  would  gladly 
tfirow  a  veil  over  fucb  foul  enormities.  . 

;  “  But  yon  have  taken  a  fide.  You 
‘  aX  up  ta  your  own  principles;  and,  by 

*  cleXing  fuch  as  are  of  your  own  opi- 

*  nion,  you  fupport  them  moft  iflcXual* 
^  ty,  and  the  good  caufe  in  which  you 

*  are  embarked.  Members  arc  commifi* 


*  fioned  by  cle«5tion :  your  fuffragc  is  To  the  Publisher  of  the  Weekly 

*  frc<r;  and  you  will  employ  it  in  main-  Magazine.  ' 

‘  taining  the  principles  you  have  adopt-  SIR,  •  ' 

*  td.”  education  of  youth  is  a  matfei* 

I.tt  me  ferioiilly  a(k  you,  Arc  your  po-  i  of  fuch  importance,  that  nothing 

litical  principles  of  fuch  merit  and  im-  which  is  in  the  leafl  fubfervient  to  this 
portance  as  to  form  a  juft  enunterpoife  pnrpofe  can  be  wholly  ufelefs.  Were 
to  all  the  evils  which  fiow'  from  the  me-  thofe  who  have  the  charge  of  the  rifing 
thod  of  procedure  under  confidcration  ?  generation  to  con fu It  together,  and  to 
Arc  your  principles  intilled  to  fuch  coft-  communicate  their  fentiments  and  dif¬ 
ly  facrifices?  Are  they  to  be  entertained  coveries,  it  might  contribute  to  the  rec¬ 
at  the  expcncc  of  the  order,  peace  and  tification  of  many  prevalent  miftakes: 
harmony  of  fociety  ?  Do  they  lead  you  and  what  medium  of  correfpondence 
to  do  evil  that  good  may  come — to  in-  more  convenient  than  yonr  iifeful  Mif- 
fult  your  brethren,  becaufe  they  are  ccHany  can  polFibly  be  devifed? 
weaker  than  you — to  affront  them,  be-  The  ufual  methods  of  teaching  are  by 
caufe  fewer  in  number — to  expofc  them  no  means  unexceptionable:  it  is  no  eafy 
to  the  common  people,  becaufe  you  arc  matter  to  combat  the  prevalence  of  cuf- 
difpolcd  to  make  the  latter  the  dupes  of  tom,  and  to  eradicate  the  prejudices  of 
your  pnlTions— and  to  exhibit  them  as  mankind.  Pity  it  is  that  men  ofingc- 
infignificant,  becaufe  you  want  to  dif-  niiity  fliould  employ  their  talents  in  the 
play  your  own  fuperior  importance?—  defence  of  a  manifell  grievance.  No- 
ivinciples  of  this  complexion  and  ten-  thing  but  an  cxcefiive  attachment  to  po- 
clency  merit  a  place  in  no  fociety  I  have  pular  opinion,  and  a  mlflaken  zeal  for 
lieard  of  but  one.  “  Your  ftffrage  is  religion,  could  induce  the  gentleman 

*  your  run,  and  you  have  a  right  to  be-  who  fubfciibes  himfelf Simplex  fP  164. 

*  Row  it  as  you  picafe.”  You  have  of  this  volume],  to  oppofe  fo  ftrenu- 
powtr,  but  no  right.  When  you  give  oufiy  the  neceflary  innovation  recom- 
yotir  voice  in  any  queftion,  you  are  ac-  mt  iuled  by  your  jnfliciouscorrefpnndent 
countable  for  it  to  God  and  to  man.  Sincerua  [P.  75.].  The  abfurdity  of 
You  are  under  the  moft  faertd  obligation  teaching  children  to  read  by  the  B’ble 
toconfidcr  the  lights  of  all  concerned,  has  been  fufficicntly  expofed  by  different 
Uft  yt>u  violate  them — the  fpirit  of  the  hands;  yet  few  al’ent  to  the  voice  of 
coriftitntion,  left  you  couiilera^f  it — the  rcafon,  or  chufc  to  deviate  from  the  bca- 
f^emands  of  humanity — the  rule  of  righ-  ten  path. — Sirceros  has  painted  fomc  of 
teonfnefs — the  ctedit  of  the  facred  cha-  the  evil  confequcnces  ariiing  from  this 
r.a(^U*r — and  the  tiaiujuillily  and  honour  piat^ice  in  the  moft  ftriking  colours.' 
cf  the  fociety  to  which  yoij  belong,  left  To  corroborate  his  affertion'^,  and  if  pof- 
you  be  difqualifted  finally  from  making  fible  to  enforce  his  arguments,  is  the  dev 
.1  good  account  of  the  power  with  which  fign  of  this  paper. 

you  are  intrufted. 

If  thefc,  and  other  weighty  cnpfidera-  Obfervatiom  on  the  impropriety  of 
lions,  which  might  be  fuggefted,  fhall  ufihg  the  Bible  in  teaching fchelars 
r.ot  produce  the  defired  ift'tdft  upon  your  to  read. 
mind,  you  may  conclude  that  you  aie  a 

partX’Vian,  and  that  you  are  beheld  in  THAT  the  Bible  is  a  precious  repo- 
ihis  light  by  every  inlclligent  being  in  (itory,  containing  a  fyftem  of  the  moft 
the  nniverfe, '  falutary  truths  and  interefting  inftnic- 

Whilft  old  Stagers  continue  to  pace  in  tions,  none  but  avowed  Infidels  will  dif-‘ 
trammels,  it  is  the  hope  of  all  goc^d  pute:  in  fublimity  of  fubjedt,  and  ener-' 
men,  that  our  youth,  both  among  the  gy  of  (tile,  it  is  allowed  to  tranfeend  all 
laity  and  clergy,  will  hold  the  principles  human  compolitions.  Its  divine  autho- 
of  moderation  arcl  liberty,  mintain  their  rity,  and  inlrinfic  excellence,  demand  at 
independence,  aftlrt  the  cautc  of  huma-  once  our  veneration  and  efteem :  the 
xiity  and  rightcoufnefs,  generoufly  con-  knowlrdge  it  conveys  ha»  a  peculiar  ten-’ 
tend  for  the  birthright  of  Britons,  and  dcncy' to  promote  our  prefent  peace  and 
lUtid  f‘»rlh  in  fupport  of  the  intcrefts  of  future  happinefs;  therefore  the  acquifi- 
iodability,  harmony  and  religion.  tion  and  improvement  of  this  know- 

Yours,  &c.  CiMON.  ledge  ought  to  be  the  main  purfuit  ai|4 
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hufinefs  of  our  lives.  Yet  here,  as  in 
other  granU  attempts,  an  imprudent 
choice  of  means  may  obftru,^t  the  fuc- 
cefs*  How  many  laudable  projeitji  have 
been  marred  by  a  premature  ftep  in  the 
execution  ? 

An  acquaintance  with  feripture  wc 
cannot,  indeed,  too  early  cultivate:  in 
the  dawn  of  life  the  mind  is  more  luf- 
r.cptiblc  of  virtuous  impreflions  than  ma¬ 
ny  imagine.  Parents,  and  thofe  who  arc 
intruded  with  the  care  of  youth,  (hould 
explore  every  avenue,  and  watch  every 
opportunity  of  inAilling  a  regard  for  re¬ 
ligion,  and  a  deteAation  of  vice:  but  to 
propofc  the  promilcuoui  reading  of  the 
Bible  as  the  fitted  exercife  for  children 
at  I'chool,  is  a  very  prepodcrous  fcheme 
of  indrm^ioB.  Ought  not  the  talk  to 
bear  fome  proportion  to  the  capacity, 
and  the  dudy  to  keep  pace  with  tlie  ap- 
prehenfion  ?  Now,  that  mod  of  the 
Bible  is  above  the  conception  of  clril- 
dren  obvioufly  appears,  fince  a  great 
part  of  it  exceeds  the  comprehenfion  of 
riper  age.  But  fome  will  fay,  though 
children  do  not  prcfcntly  conceive  the 
meaning  of  w’hat  they  read,  yet,  by  fre¬ 
quent  repetition^  it  ib  imprinted  on  their 
memory,  and  made  familiar  to  the  mind. 
This  plea  ib  more  fpecious  than  folid : 
whatever  is  unintelligible  at  firft  reading, 
and  continues  to  be  repeated  by  rote, 
can  make  bat  little  imprtflion.  Expe¬ 
rience  fhews,  that  many  who  read  the 
Bible  fuperficially  in  their  younger  years, 
have  afterwards  great  diliiculty  in  ap¬ 
plying  their  minds  to  pcrule  it  with  any 
fuitable  penetration  or  advertency.  But 
fuppoling  they  had  judgment  to  under- 
dand  the  feriptures  at  this  early  period, 
they  have  not  attained  that  dexterity  in 
reading,  and  facility  of  exprdlion,  which 
is  necefl'ary  in  order  to  enter  into  the 
•  fpirit  of  a  Icllbn.  That  they  will  attend 
to  the  fen!e  of  what  they  are  reading 
can  Icarce  be  expelled,  when  their 
thoughts  arc  wholly  employed  about 
the  pronunciation  of  the  words.  Be- 
•fidcs,  the  levity  and  remiffhefs  natural 
to  young  people,  renders  it  exceedingly 
difficult  for  them  to  read  wiih  that  con- 
(ideration  and  fcrioufnels  which  is  due 
to  the  lolemn  didates  of  Almighty  Cod, 
— Thus  it  appears,  that  to  keep  chil- 
I’dren  conftantly  reading  the  Bible  cannot 
anfwer  the  purpofe  which  fome  people 
would  pretend. 

On  the  contrary,  therefore,  it  muff 
iuvolve  a  aumcroub  traiu  of  unavoidable 


inconvcniencies  and  pernicious  effeds. 
The  holy  names  and  attributes  of  Goil 
are  thereby  proffituted  and  profaned;, 
children  are  accuffomed  to  read  the  moff: 
facred  book  in  a  thoughtlefs  manner,, 
and  to  entertain  a  low  value  of  its  con-, 
tents*  Add  to  this,  that  they  are  ia 
danger  of  conceiving  a  difguff  at  the 
Word  of  Life,  becaufc  it  has  been  to 
them  the  occaffon  of  reproof,  and  perhaps 
of  corredion. 

Is  then  the  Bible  to  be  caff  affde,  and 
totally  difufed  in  fchools  ?  No  fuch  thio|^ 
is  here  pretended :  there  is  a  difference 
between  the  feafonable  life  of  a  thing; 
and  the  irrational  abufe  of  it.  It  would 
be  eafy  to  contrive  more  prudential  and 
effedual  expedients  for  introducing  an 
acquaintance  with  divine  revelation. 

At  certain  times,  for  inffance,  let  one 
of  the  beff  fcholars  read,  with  an  au¬ 
dible  voice,  fome  plain  hiftorical  chap¬ 
ter,  either  of  the  Old  or  New  Tcfta-* 
meat,  while  the  reft  follow  him  on  their 
books,  and  when  he  finiihes,  let  fome 
of  them  ffand  up  and  recapitulate  the 
fiibffance  and  fcope;  this  w'ill  excite  re- 
colledion,  improve  the  memory,  habi¬ 
tuate  them  to  exprefs  their  ideas  in 
words  of  their  own  chufing,  and  have  a 
mighty  tendency  to  infpirc  them  with 
fentiments  of  piety  and  virtue,  efpccially 
if  the  mafter  fuggeft  fome  pradical  re- 
fledions  himfelf:  even,  on  convenient 
occafions,  caufe  them  commit  to  me¬ 
mory  the  moll  obvious  IdTons  of  mora¬ 
lity,  as  Rum.  ix.  from  verfe  6-  Gal* 
V.  from  verfe  19.  i.  Tim.  vi.  from  vcrfc 
6.  and  Ikb.  xii*  x. — 12.  AHo,  when 
they  begin  to  read  currently,  permit 
them  to  read  a  chapter  now  and  then 
for  an  encouragement.  Thus  let  them* 
proceed  gradually  to  the  perufal  of  the 
whole,  not  negleding  to  interfperfe  fuck 
illuffrations  ns  may  guide  them  to  tlie 
fenfe. — But  it  may  be  aiked,  How  are 
young  beginners  to  be  employed?,  And, 
if  they  be  denied  the  ufe  of  the  Bible, 
what  kind  of  book  may  be  moff  proper 
to  fubllitute  in  its  room?  It  muff  be 
owned  this  queffion  is  not  cailly  refol- 
ved:  Some  are  of  opinion  that  youth 
Ihould  be  expert  in  the  pronunciation  qf 
fingle  words  before  they  proceed  tucon- 
nedtd  fentences;  others  think  it  a  more 
expeditroub  way  to  begin  them  with  eafy 
talcs  and  ftories-  There  may  be  fome 
very  ffrong  reatons  alledged  on  both  fidei. 
Ffrll,  it  Items  plauffble  that,  to  promote 
the  ffudy  of  any  art,  its  principles  ihould 
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be  rcful.irly,  di^efted  and  exhibited  ia  work  was  300  marks;  and  he  rhade  i 
the  molt  corriprclicnfive  point  of  view,  prefent  of  the  ftipcl  doors  and  34  ftalfs.  ‘ 
That  when  the  conltituent  parts  of  Ian-  In  the  year  1438,  a  boll  of  meal  was 
j;uaj;e  arc  co]le(5fed  and  a»‘ranged,  the  fold  at  fonrpence,  a  boll  of  malt  at  four 
elements  of  reading:  are  reduced  into  a  fhillings  Scots,  a  boll  of  white  at  feven- 
narrtrw  coinpals,  and  mult  of  conic-  pence.  In  the  year  1482,  no  man  was 
qnence  be  much  fooiicr  learnt :  yet  we  to  open  his  booth  on  the  Sabbath-day^ 
tnd,  on  the  <*tl»er  hand,  that  plcafant  under  the  pain  of  a  pound  of  wax  to  St 
Tories  are  bell  calculated  for  engaging  Nicholas-  In  the  year  1493,  Robert 
the  attention  of  children,  as  they  take  Walker  was  lined  in  eight  pennies,  for. 
moft  delijjht  in  what  addrefles  their  putting  away  the  water  from  the  fpout 
fancy.  The  fenfe  alfo  fuggelts  what  fol-  of  the  preaching  friars  of  St  John.  In 
lows,  and  facilitates  their  progrefs.  the  year  1498,  the  town  grants  to  Manns 
Perhaps  however  it  makes  no  effential  (Magnus)  Cobben  twenty  pennies,  to 
difference  which  of  thefc  plans  be  a-  buy  a  coat,  to  pafs  ilk  mofhing  of  iltc 
dopted.  The  fuccefs  depends  much  on  Monday,  through  the  town,  to  name 
the  capacity  and  application  of  the  fcho-  and  pray  for  their  fouls,  giving  him  a 
lar,  together  with  the  prudence  and  in-  bell  as  ufe  is,  and  has  been  in  times  paft. 
duftry  of  the  teacher.  In  the  year  1507,  William  Hay,  chaplain 

Thefc  obfervations  are  humbly  offer-  to  our  Lady  Chapel  at  the  bridge  of  Dec, 
cd  to  the  infpeftion  of  the  public,  by  delivered  to  the  magiftrates  one  chain  of 
one  who  isopen  to  convidtion,  and  rea-  hiver,  one  image  of  lilver  of  our  lady, 
dy  to  receive  information.  Several  o-  both  over-gilt,  three  napkins,  an  altar 
thers  w’ill  doubllefs  deliver  their  fenti-  towel,  together  with  the  keys  of  the  al- 
jnents,  and,  fifnee  the  fubjedt  is  once  tar.  The  fame  year,  June  the  izth,  the 
ftarlcd,  I  hope  it  will  be  fairly  difeuffed.  barbers  was  admitted  into  a  free  craft; 

Yours,  fee.  Candidus.  and  all  the  privileges  that  other  crafts 

Angus t  May  16.  1774*  have. 

For  /^<?  We  E  K  L  Y  M AG  A  z  I N  E.  Tks  Rents  of  the  Biflsop  of  Aberdeen; 

1576. 

A  curious  FxtraSff  taken  from  the 

Records  of  the  City  of  Money,  1653I.  i6s.  pd.  Scots;  3  C." 

SB.  white;  35  C.  8  B.  3  F.‘  3  P.  and  t 

IN  the  time  of  king  Rol>ert  IIT  (in  the  half  of  bear;  24  C*  4  B.  2  F.  meal;  8  C. 

year  i393»thc  feeond  of  the  Stuarts),  a  B.  3  F.  2P.  oatt*;  46  marts;  141  mut- 
on  the  Monday  after  Michaelmas  1398,  ton  ;  65  doZen  and  a  half  of  capons;  17 
by  a  court  of  the  community  of  the  fwine;  12  laxes,  and  10  barrels  of  fal- 
burgh,  Willi.am  Chalmers  was  eledted  mon;  119  dozen  of  poultry;  55gccfcj 
provoft,  Robert  Davidfon  town  bennor,  19  dozen  of  muirfowls. 

John  Shircr  and  William  Dickfon  bai¬ 
lies.  The  Prices  of  the  above  Duesi  ' 

This  year  David  Walker,  Alexander 

Benncrman,  Matthew  Pinks,  and  Wil-  White  1 1.  per  boll;  bear  and  meal 
liam  Spelding,  keepers  of  the  foreft,  was  10 s.  per  boll;  oats  5  s.  per  boll ;  mart! 
fined  for  deflroying,  and  fuffering  others  1 1.  10 8.  per  piece:  wedders  58.;  poul- 
to  defb-oy  direft.  In  the  year  1399,  the  try  4s.  per  dozen;  fwine  7  to  10 
haugh  of  Gilcomfton  was  fet  to  Matthew  geefc  i  s.  per  piece;  falmon  4 1.  the  bar- 
Pinks  for  8  pounds  Scots  by  the  towm,  rel ;  muirfowls  4  s.  the  dozen ;  capoof 
and  the  whole  town-lands  and  waters  5  s.  per  dozen. 

•was  fet  yearly  at  1400  pence.  In  the  JV.  B,  The  above  prices  arc  all  rcc- 
year  1447*  'he  new  church  of  Aberdeen,  koned  in  Scots  money, 
called  the  Quire  of  St  Nicholas,  by  the 

encouragement  of  the  biihop  of  Abei-  To  the  Publisher  of  the  Weekly 
deen,  called  Thomas  Spence,  this  was  Magazine. 

l>egun  10  be  built,  and  w'as  finifhed  in  SIR, 

the  year  1469.  Richard  Ancrum  was  view  of  human  nature,  in  its 

maftcr  mafon,  and  Matthew  Finder  maf-  X  prefent  ftatc,  as  incapable  of  form*- 
ter  wright.  The  cxpcnccs  of  the  wright  ing  perfed  ideas,  and  only  capable  of 
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r.pininn,  or  formin^foipfrfcvft  will 

be  thought,  no  doubt,  very  dclpicable  to 
fupi.rtiu'Ml  philol'ophcrs  aud  divines,  the 
whole  of  whofe  piiilofophy  of  n»Ind  is 
exhaofted  by  its  prcrciil  ItUe  of  organi¬ 
zation.  'I’liis  Rate  of  human  nature 
they  reck  )n  fullicient  to  terminate  all 
their  fuperfieial  inquiries.  Wiiit  mind 
was  capable  of  in  a  former  flaic  of  exif- 
fenee,  and  what  it  may  be,  and  will  be 
capable  of  in  a  future  (late  of  exiftence,  is 
what  never  enters  into  the  fuperticial  phi- 
lofophy  of  modern  times.  It  is  thought 
thiKthis  laft  view  of  human  nature  is 
far  more  contemptible  and  delpicable 
than  the  former.  Mind  never  in  polfef- 
fion,  nor  capable  of  forming  «)ther  ideas 
in  a  former  (late,  nor,  in  its  nature  and 
cireuce,  capacitate  for  funning  any  other 
ideas  that)  lu’ch  as  it  is  capable  of  form* 
ing  in  its  prefent  ftate,  rnidt  be  mind  in 
the  molt  defpicable  and  contemptible 
light.  Let  the  luftory  of  mankind, 
W'hich  is  llie  hidory  of  organized  mind, 
be  eonfulted,  what  a  dctpieable  figure 
does  it  make?  How  contemptible  mud 
it  appear,  if  it  never  was  other  ways,  nor 
ever  can  be  otherways,  than  in  ns  pre¬ 
fent  organized  date,  incapable  of  perfeiit 
idea*-  and  true  fcicnce?  Such  philofjphy 
of  mind  iii  both  contemptible  and  luper- 
ficial,  and  contemptible  becani'e  iuperfi- 
cial. 

It  is  no  wtmder  that  fceptical  philofo- 
phy  gains  To  much  gr»nind  in  modern 
times.  The  true  and  antient  phiiolophy 
of  mind  i:>  funk  into  oblivion.  Few  will 
be  at  the  pains  to  dudy  it*  A  fnperfi- 
cial  and  contemptible  philofophy  has  ta¬ 
ken  the  bad  f«>r  more  than  a  century, 
which  give  rife  tt)  lleibert,  Blnuiit, 
Hobbes,  Shafrtfbnry,  Collins,  Tindal, 
Bolingbroke,  and  more  lately  to  the 
fiames’  iydems  of  Icepiicifin.  All  the 
above  authors  have  liad  their  opponents ; 
and  a  number  of  volumes  have  been 
Writ  to  confute  them.  But  upon  what 
principles  have  they  been  opj^ofed?  U- 
pon  as  contemptible  and  fiiptrficial  prin¬ 
ciples  as  their  own;  condquently  Icep- 
tieal  pliilofophy  tnumpiiN,  g.«iiio  grtiund*, 
a  id  nuid  multiply  difciples.  Arnong 
tfic  celebrated  opponents  of  Iceptieal 
phiiolophy,  the  proftdors  of  moral  phi¬ 
iolophy  have  d.dingniilied  iheinleiviS  iu 
nir)dern  limes.  Dr  Fianci!*  llniclnroii, 
in  iiiti  fydem  of  moi aK  ith  benevolence  ; 
Dr  Smith  with  fympailiy,  as  the  moral 
lenle:  after  them  came  the  prefent  Dr 
Rdd  and  Dr  Beattie  with  common  feefe, 
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intuitive  knowledge,  and  the  prefen 
conltitution  of  oiir  nature,  to  confound 
Iceptieal  philofophy,  and  lay  it  for  ever 
in  ruins.  After  all,  the  aliertion  is  ven- 
lured  upon,  according  to  what  ideas  are 
proper  to  organized  mind,  that  fceptical 
philofophy;  fuch  as  the  Trcatife  of  Hu¬ 
man  Nature,  the  Principles  of  Morality 
and  Natural  Religion,  &c.  have  yet  mcC* 
with  no  proper  anfwei  *  Tiie  rcafon  ia 
plain;  fceptical  philofophy  is  all  founded 
upoo  the  prefent  date  of  organized  mind. 
The  benevolence,  fympathy,  commou 
fenfe,  prefent  conltitution  of  our  nature^ 
intuitive  knowledge,  occ.  of  Ilutchifon,' 
Smith.  Rtid  and  Beattie,  are  all.thcfe  of 
organized,  of  degraded  mind;  confe- 
qiiently  organized,  degraded  mind  is  the 
tubjed  of  fceptical  philofophy;  and  that, 
oppofed  to  them,  they  all  proceed  upon 
the  fame  principles,  the  principles  of  fu- 
perficial  and  contemptible  philofophy  as 
to  mind. 

This  is  noway  depreciating  or  under¬ 
valuing  the  writings  of  our  inodern  an- 
tagonirts  to  fceptical  philofophy  :  Far 
from  it.  The  authors  and  their  works 
dclerve  the  praife  and  applaufe.due  to 
good  and  upright  intentions.  The  above 
reafoning  is  intended  only  t  o  fliow,  that 
they  have  miltaken  their  ground,  and 
the  weapons  proper  for  attack  and  de¬ 
fence  in  this  controverfy. 

The  fecptical  philofophy  of  mind,  as 
has  been  more  than  once  obferved,  is 
every  w'ay  contemptible  and  lupcrficial. 
To  evince  this  is  tlie  proper  province  of 
their  opponents.  Now,  to  do  this,  is 
not  by  allowing,  with  our  Animadvcrlcr, 
&c.  that  the  dignity  and  cxeeilmcc  or 
our  nature  is  ft>unded  in  bc4ievolcncei 
fympathy,  coinmoirfenfe,  or  the  prclent 
coiiftitution  of  our  nature,  but  in  what  it 
may  be  laid  to  have  been  in  po/reflion  of 
before,  and  in  what  it  may  be  laid  to  be 
capable  of  being  in  pofleflion  of  after 
this  prefent  ftate  of  exiftenee,  according 
to  the  abOraiit  itlca  of  its  nature  and  cf- 
fence.  The  prefent  conftifution  of  our 
nature,  or  the  prefent  Hate  of  organized 
mind,  is,  and  can  be  no  logical  or  philo- 
fophical  ruk,  by  which  we  can,  or  ought 
to  judge  of  the  nature  and  eflencc  of 
nVitid  ;  elfe  there  is,  or  can  be  little  or  no 
difference  belweeii  men  and  beafl^. — ^ 
The  biUik  of  EccUfiaftes,  reckoned  a- 
inong  the  canonical  books  of  iafpiration, 
prefents,*  through  the  whole,  a  lively, 
but  true  and  philofophical  account  of 
the  prcfeQt  Itatc  of  orgaoized  mind,  as 
1  I 
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and  diftinguifhable  from 
ndnd  in  its  nature  and  cflcncc.  Here 
the  fubjeft  of  fccptica!  philolbphy,  orga¬ 
nized  mind,  with  its  ideas  and  pereep* 
fiuns,  benevolence,  fympalhy,- C'*in«non 
fcnle,  &c.  arc  rcprefented  in  the  moft 
defpicable  and  contemptible  light.  Says 
the  preacher,  chap.  iii.  iS,  19,  ac.  I 
Jjid  in  fny  hearty  concerning  the  ejiate 
of  the  font  of  men,  that  uod  might 
manifefl  theniy  and  that  they  might 
fee^  that  they  thetnj elves  are  hea^s  : 
for  that  •which  bejf'alUth  the  fons  of 
men  befalleth  heafts^  even  ont  thing  he- 
falleth  them,  the  one  dteth^  fo 

dieth  the  other  :  Tea^  they  have  all  one 
breath  ;  f  that  a  man  hath  no  pre¬ 
eminence  above  a  beaf ;  for  ail  is  va¬ 
nity.  All  go  unto  one  place  :  all  are 
cj  the  dull ;  and  all  return  to  dujl 
again.**  Thus  it  appears,  that  fceptical 
philofophy,  or  the  philofophy  confined 
to  organized  mind,  is  the  philofophy  of 
that  which  animates  brutal  forms,  and 
the  prefent  ftatc  of  that  which  animates 
perfonal  forms.  By  this  the  animadver- 
tcr  may  undcrftand,that  the  dignity  and 
excellence  of  his  nature,  of  which  he 
makes  fuch  a  vain-glotious  boaft,  is  only 
the  dignity  and  excellence  of  that  which 
animates  perfonal  forms,  which,,  in  its 
prefent  (late,  is  fimilar  and  analogous  to 
that  which  animates  brutal  forms,  under 
W’hatcvcr  name  or  defignation ;  that 
which  animates  an  Ourang-Outang,  to 
whatever  fpecies  or  rank  of  beings  he 
will  allow  them  to  belong;  for,  if  hu¬ 
man  mind  be  nothing  in  its  nature  and 
efTence  but  what  it  is  in  its  prefent  or¬ 
ganized  (late,  there  Is  little  or  no  diffe¬ 
rence  between  it  and  that  which  ani¬ 
mates  brutal  forms.  Yea,  that  which 
animates  fomc  perfonal  forms  is  far  infe¬ 
rior  to  that  which  animates  feme  brutal 
forms;  that  which  animates  fools  and 
jdeots  being  far  inferior  in  prefent  power 
and  capacity  to  that  which  animates 
fome  brutal  forms. 

It  is  the  obfervation  of  a  very  ingeni¬ 
ous  aOthor,  to  whom  this  age  is  indebt¬ 
ed  for  a  variety  of  ufefnl  publications 
[Sketches  of  the  Hifloryof  Man,  V.  ii. 
P.  lai.),  “  Though  the  fetters  of  fyllo- 

•  gifin  have  many  vears  ago  been  (hakeo 

•  off,  yet,  like  a  limb  long  kept  from  mo- 

•  t ten,  the  reafoning  faculty  has  (carcely, 

•  to  this  day,  attained  its  free  and  natu- 

•  ral  exertife.”  What  he  means  by  the 
natural  cxercife  of  the  reafoning  faculty 
h  not  knowo  till  he  give  a  clear  and  dif- 


tindl  definition  of  the  nature  and  eflence 
of  this  ficulty,  or  of  mind,  to  whicK 
this  faculty  is  cflential,  as  a  perfedt  idea^ 
may  be  formed  what  cxercife  U  natural 
and  eff^ntial  to  it :  but  though  be  has 
not,  and  it  is  believed  he  gives  himfelf 
little  or  no  trouble  whether  he  can  or 
not  give  fuch  a  definition  of  the  compa¬ 
rative  and  reasoning  faculty,  or  of  mind, 
to  which  fuch  faculty  is  efTcntial,  he  haa 
furniibed  fufficient  evidence  from  hifto- 
rical  fa^,  that  the  reafoning  faculty 
proper  to  mind  in  its  prefent  ftate,  and 
demonflrative  of  its  degradation,  is  but 
imperfc(5l  at  bell,  and  very  flow  in  iU 
progrefs  to  pcrfe<5lion  ;  and  the  entertain¬ 
ing  indu(5lion  he  gives  us  (hows,  that 
this  imperfe(ftion  and  flow  progrefs  ia 
occalioncd  by,  i.  The  imbccillily  of  this 
faculty.  2.  Natural  biatfes.  s*  Acqui* 
red  bialTes.  All  charaftcrifing  the  orga¬ 
nization  and  degradation  of  mind  in  its 
prefent  (late,  and  proving  that  perfeiST 
ideas,  or  true  Icience,  nccelTary  and  cf- 
fential  to  its  perfection,  is  every  way  in-' 
compatible  with  that  which  at  prefent 
animates  perfonal  forms. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  this  celebrated 
and  ingenious  author  adopts  the  intui¬ 
tive  knowledge  and  common  fenfe  of  Dr 
Reid  and  Dr  Beattie :  a  very  ftrong  proof 
tiiat  the  philofophy  of  common  fenfe 
and  intuitive  knowledge  is  a  proper 
branch  of  fceptical  philofophy,  inflea'd  of 
being  calculated  to  overturn  it  ;  for,  how-- 
ever  great  an  ornament  to  fociety  this 
author  is  as  a  lawyer,  and  however  ufe-‘ 
ful  his  publications  have  been  on  law  and 
equity,  yet,  in  his  Principles  of  Mora¬ 
lity  and  Natural  Rtligion^  Elementi 
of  Critlcifm,  and  this  new  publication, 
intitlcd  Sketches  of  the  Hijlory  of  Marty 
are  to  be  found  all  the  fundamental 
principles  of  the  fceptical  philofophy; 
which  ftiow's  that,  with  however  confpK 
cuous  and  diflinguilhed  lufirc  as  a  con- 
ftelUtion  of  more  than  ordinary  rank,* 
he  thines  in  the  department  of  law,  he 
makes  a  very  mean  and  contemptible 
appearance  in  the  department  of  religion' 
and  morals.  .  , 

Yours,  &c.  Philostratus. 

Creation  the  Ifork  of  Immediate 
Deitv. 

To  the  PuB^LisHER  of  the  WiiRlrV 
Magazine. 

SIR 

WITHOUT  flattery,  your  Publtci* 
UoQ  has  of  a  long  time  gives 


Thb  wee  k  l  y  magazine^  o* 
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meral  rati8fa(llion,  owing  to  your  accu* 
•rate  examination  of  every  effay  admitted 
•there:  but  how  Philoflratus  cfcaped 
the  Dunce’s  Den  is  lurprifing,  unlefs 
you  meant  to  amufe  with  variety,  and 
divert  your  readers  vyith  an  oddity.  If 
he  underllands  his  new  account  of  crea¬ 
tion,  I  am  furc  that  numbers  of  your 
readers  do  not.  To  create  is  to  call 
nothing  into  being;  but  to  tnniiateiu^- 
poftto  two  or  more  beings,  not  rifing  in¬ 
to,  but  already  in  a  itate  of  exiftence, 
and  a  difference,  mifunderftanding,  or 
quarrel  to  be  between  thefe  beings; 
hence,  fays  the  facred  text,  a  mediator 
is  not  of  one^  What  a  contradidiou 
then  is  a  mediatory  creation  f 

Qur  author  affirms,  that  creation  can¬ 
not  be  the  work  of  immediate  Deity; 
but  I  aver,  that  creation  mud  be  the 
work  of  immediate  Deity ;  and  till  this 
gentleman  and  I  travel  into  Turkey,  I 
plead  the  authority  of  feripture,  being 
convinced,  that  if  feme  of  our  modern  au¬ 
thors  and  refined  philofophers  were  bet¬ 
ter  acquainted  with  their  Bibles,  their 
works  would  not  be  expofed  to  fuch  fe- 
vere,  but  jud  cenfures.  We  have  heard 
this  gentleman’s  do<drinc  of  creation, 
BOW  let  us  hear  the  apodle  Paul:  Rom. 
I.  XX.  For  the  inviftble  things  of  him, 
from  ike  creation  of  the  *worid^  are 
clearly  feen^  being  undcrjlood  by  the 
things  that  are  made^  even  his  eter- 
ftal  power  and  Godhead  ;  fo  that  they 
are  without  excufct  &c.  it  would  be 
offering  an  infult  to  connmon  ienfe  and 
ordinary  capaciticsVto  make  any  obfer- 
vations  on  fo  plain  a  text ;  only,  that  St 
Paul,  the  apodle  of  the  Gentiles,  and 
Philodratus,  the  Glafgow  philofopher, 
are  diametrically  oppofite  iniheir  opini¬ 
ons.  In  (hort,  Sir,  if  more  of  this  author’s 
philofophical  evil  be  admiffible.into  your 
'Magazine,  it  will  be  probative  of  its 
being  in  a  date  of  degradation*  In  the 
mean  time,  I  befcech  this  author  not  to 
defer  the  improvement  of  his  mind  in 
I  this  date,  in  view  of  a  refloration  to  be 
I  begun  in  a  future  fydem,  led  be  be 
I  dreadfully  midakeo;  for  as  the  tree  Calls 
|y0  mud  it  lie* 

I  Finally,  I  wifh  to  fee  your  Mifcellany, 
■by  the  innocence,  utility,  and  perfpi- 
Icuity  of  every  effay,  ftrongly  probative 
IV  refloration* 

1  am,  SIR, 

Yours,  Zee, 

FaM-SFEICHt 

Carnwath,  May 


Reflectons  011  Bbauty.  [P.  .133O 

A  VIEW  of  the  city  of  London  from 
tnc  top  of  St  Paul’s  chapel,  is  at 
once  the  mod  extenfive  and  beautiful 
profped  of  the  w^orks  of  art  which  wc 
can  any  where  behold.  It  is  at  lead  as 
high,  if  not  higher,  than  any  of  the  py¬ 
ramids  of  Egypt,  thofe  living  monu¬ 
ments  of  antiquity.  Such  a  tra^  of 
country  covered  with  houfes,  and  divet* 
fified  with  hills,  elegant  villas,  beautiful 
gardens,  andcloud*capcd  towers,  excite 
admiration.  The  people  look  like  Lilli¬ 
putians;  trade  and  joy  mingling  in  every 
ftreet;  innumerable  veffels,  fmall  and 
great,  fcattered  along  the  river,  afford  a 
mod  excellent  profped.  In  the  infancy 
of  European  commerce  and  navigation, 
the  Spaniih  Arma(^  with  their  lof^ , 
mads,  fwelltng  fails,  and  towering  prows, 
give  us  mo  contemptible  view  of  the 
works  of  art,  efpecially  when  we  are 
told,  that  they  came  full  fail,  in  the 
form  of  a  half- moon,  ftretching  to  the 
didance  of  feven  miles  from  the  extre¬ 
mity  of  one  divifion  to  that  of  the  other. 
The  poets  of  that  age,  fond  of  the  bom- 
bad,  in  their  deferiptions  of  the  Armada, 
make  the  ocean  to  groan  under  their 
weight. 

Blit  are  there  no  rural  landfcapet  in 
our  own  country  ?  Here  we  may  ^holfi 
an  extenfive  fertile  plain  .covered 
4he  richvd.vci^ure^ 

- -T — But  chiefly  thect  gay  green  ! 

Thoufmiiiag  nature's  unmerfal  rojbe  ! 

The  cattle  roam  at  liberty  in  the  Bcldg, 
fopac  grazing,  others  lying  reclined  at 
their  eafe*  '  The.lhcpberd  fings  his  un¬ 
taught  Iays,rwhilc  the  woods  and  groves 
echo  back  the  found:  the  deer  hang  u- 
pon  the  clifts  of  the  rock,  and  the  goats 
:broufc  along  the  precipice.  Thefe,  thefe 
are  the  beauties  of  nature,  which  Pro¬ 
vidence  has  filled  with  boundlefs  variety 
fur  the  contemplation  pleafii^e  6( 
man. 

Bat  why  do  I  roam  over  the  furface  qf 
the  earth  in  qued  of  the  beauties  of  na¬ 
ture  ?  The  fucceflioD  of  day  and  nigbt» 
and  the  viciffitudes  of  the  feafont  want 
not  their  beauty.  Is  that  glorious  lamp 
of  light,  the  eye  and  foul  of  this  great 
world,  bung  out  in  vainf  When  at  rifing 
he  gilds  the  mountain-tops  with  bis  rays, 
or  ffiines  out  in  hit  meridian  glory  •  cir 
when,  fettiog  with  hiilad  beams,  be 


his  hend  in  the  wtftern  ocean;  in  a  fpn- 
cioiis  horizv'.n,  or  an  azure  fkv,  when  he 
paints  the  lUccy  clouils  with  what 

a  ^’Itii  ions  appearance?  Nor  ih  it  ltf»  de 
li^iliti'nl,  wticn  the  radiant  queen  of 
iii^bt  rifes  in  clouded  majefty,  and  vails 
the  befiighted  earth  with  her  (ilver  man¬ 
tle;  then  appear  the  ftarry  heavens  in  all 
their  jilory,  a  ihining  frame,  proclaim- 
trip  their  gicat  original.  But  how  en¬ 
larged  our  ideas  of  the  beauties  of  crea¬ 
tion,  wliin  it  is  now  den^onftrablc  that 
worl  is  mncli  lirger  than  onrs  would  be 
altogtlljr'r  iiivilible  a  lpt»5tator  in  any 
of  thie  fixed  flarw?  confeqnenlly  tiiefe 
immenfe  and  inimmerable  b  nlies  are  the 
I'onrces  of  heat,  light  and  life  to  other 
inrrounding  worlds.  It  is  the  opinion 
of  foine,  that  a  great  part  of  the  em¬ 
ployment  cf  the  bUlfed  in  a  future  ftate 
<  f  txiltcncc.  Ilia!!  be  that  of  travelling 
IViur.  world  ti)  world,  and  contemplating 
the  wonderful  beauties,  and  fiiblime 
iiiNfltries  of  creation,  which  “  eye  hath 
not  rien,  norear  heard.” 

Wii.it  grand  ideas  does  the  infinity  of 
thewoiKs  of  God  excite?  The  hnow- 
lc(*ge  (f  the  peilnnt  is  confined  to  the 
Ipoi  of  larth  \\hich  he  has  been  in  ufc 
to  culti\a!e,  anti  yonder  plain  on  the  one 
lund,  ar.tl  the  neighbouring  hill  on  the 
«»ther,  are  to  him  the  boundaries  of  tiie 
tiniveife.  The  philtdopher  is  capable  of 
forming  more  exalted  conceptions  of  the 
Deity,  and  of  paving  him  at  once  a  imre 
profountl  aiul  rcligiims  adtiratitui.  l,et 
ps  till  n  confidcr  our  kiK>wledge  of  his 
vt>rks  t«>  be  as  ciremoenbt  d  as  that  of 
the  peafaut,  that  ue  m  ly  endeavi  ur  to 
form  higher  idea>  of  his  perfedions,  and 
to  cntei  tain  nmre  exalted  fentimentf;  or 
the  beaut \  of  the  whole.  Let  us,  with 
the  powerful  advocate  tor  the  .ChiiHian 
religion,  enteitain  that  laudal/.e  ambi¬ 
tion  of  apotarlng  difeml)  died  in  another 
fiate.  Refules  nnny  other  advantages, 
it  i  at  le.tlt  attended  with  this,  that  it 
will  linve  a  dittufive  influence  over  our 
coTuiuCt  in  lliia  world. 

'1\»  confidtr  ourfilve>  as  brings  a(5ting 
f('r  elei nity,  toob'rrve  the  pn’grrfs  of 
the  human  powers,  and  the  height  to 
which  man  li.'es  in  the  Icale  <  f  exifUnre, 
is  the  iiulilpi  nf.blc  duly  of  r  very  rational 
>gent.  II  IS  pleaftng  i,>  r«  liid,  that  the 
good  m.an  w  ho  is  animated  w  ith  the  rrcit 
biPiv.  lent  diipt  lit  ions,  to  wards  thn:e  qf 
Ms  ovMi  fpieies,  ard  with  the  higluft 
gratitude  to  hi*  Maker  and  IMnefa^fior, 
^lall  one  day  rival  ihe  gtcaincL  of  ihc 


moft  exalted  feraph.  ”  O  illufirious  day, 
lays  the  elder  Cato,  when  dilengaged 
fri'.m  this  miafs  of  confulion  and  corrup¬ 
tion.  I  lhall  join  the  diwlne  ifllimbly  of 
the  bitfiv'd  !”  The  part  that  man  fit  all  a<fi[ 
in  another  w'orld,  is coiiteflVdly  the  moil 
beautiful  link  in  the  whole  chain  of  his 
exiftcncc.  The  powers  with  which  he 
is  endued  befpeak  him  to  be  deltined  for 
endlefs  felicity.  Here  he  is  but  the  be¬ 
ing  of  a  day;  no  fooner  has  he  collctfted 
a  few'  obfeiVrttions  ugarding  the  W’on- 
derfnl  operations  of  nature,  or  dlgefled 
lome  rude  matrrials  of  knowledge,,  than 
he  rnwll  look  about  him  and  d»e.  Keic- 
afler  the  ht  avcn-boin  fonl  fliall  wing  the 
ctkflial  maniions,  loar  aloft  among  the 
regir  iis  <  f  inlinitc  (pace,  furvey  the  un- 
fpcakable  beauties  ot  creation,  and  look 
down  on  the  liars. 

Freed  fiom  the  incumbrances  of  mat¬ 
ter,  neither  fubj*  ,11  fo  the  impulfe  of  ap- 
petittf'  or  pall'n  ns,  n(>r  allured  by  the 
blandiriimrms  of  fenfe,  die  fliall  con- 
tt  mpiatr  heavenly  and  divipe  objVdls ; 
adnii'e  the  beauty,  and  be  altomilied  at 
the  greatnels  of  the  works  of  that  Gt  d 
w  hole  v.T.y^  arc  pall  finding  out.  In  one 
wcid,  the  I'oui  iliail  be  converfimt  with 
objects  \sfily  fopeiior  to  the  prefent  li- 
ivftro  ronceptions  of.  the  biHTian  mind, 

w  e  not  here  remark  the  ber.efteencc 
of  the  great  Cttator,  that,  when  the  iin- 
deiftaiur.rg  is  laiigiicd  w-ith  the  invifti- 
gatiiin  of  tiuth,  the  pltafures  of  the  i- 
iv.rtginaiiou  come  in  for  a  fliare,  and  in- 
ipite  the  mind  vvith  ideas  of  fw'ectnefs, 
chearlniuels,  bciuvolence  and  love  — - 
Let  116  then  atlmfie  his  inexprefiible 
goodncis,  in  ma/kmg  hib  woiks  with  fo 
many  finning  beauties. 

Yours,  &c.  ObservatoR. 
Du7ifcrmlinCi  May  lo. 

To  the  Publisher  of  the  Weekly  ^ 
Magazine. 

SIR, 

''  S  'liF  hint  yon  was  plcaftd  to  give  to 
X  your  coirtTpondi  nts  iuthe  conclu- 
f\*m  of  p.  64.  encourageth  me  to  hope 
that  )ou  will  give  the  tollowirg  oblerva- 
tions  a  place  in  your  paper:  though  they 
are  pr  fi'clied  of  very  little  merit,  yet, 
bring  a  kind  of  defence  of  a  friend  under 
certain  clrcumfiances,  they  claim  fome 
notice.  Jack  Tar  is  not.only  called  u- 
pon  to  vindicate  himfclf,  but  a  refptc- 
tablc  part  of  our  country,  is  vilified  in 
I  lie  nn»ri  abnfive  nnanner. 

Vour  ccriefpondcnt  who,  fobfciit)el 


The  £  E  K  L  Y  ;VI  A  G  A  Z  I  N  E,  or 


EDINBURGH  AMUS  E  ME  NT. 


himfclf  No  Friend  to  Emigration, 
p.  CZ.  hath  btcH  pIcaTtu  to  aiHoiadvcii 
uj)oiJ  Jack  Tai’s  letter,  which  appeared 
ill  your  Magazine  [vo],  xxiii.  p.  339.] 


.extols  their  valour:  “  They  arc  brave 
‘  loldlers  (fays  hc),*iftd  expert  at  every 
‘  kind  of  manual  exercife  they  put,  their 
*  hands  to,  See.**  What  a  (Irange  con- 


afier  JarkV  back  wr  turn’d,  hie  is  trad  is  here?  .They  arc  brave  loldicrs, 
now  parting  the  Atlantic  to  that  holpi-  but  lazy*  inactive  wretches;  they  arc 


table  Ihorc  cf  which  he  affirmed  fo  ma¬ 
ny  faVi)urablc  tilings;  had  he  been  in 
this  country,  heondd,  and  would  have 
I'p  )kcn  for  himitif :  I  make  no  cjuertion, 


expert  at  every  kind  ofiTianual  cxcrcifc, 
but  never  employ  thctnfclvcs  •  at  any 
thing!  And  what  is  brought. in  proof  * 
of  their  lazihefs?  the  poor  hovels  they 

•  i^a*  1^*  ^  % 


from  the  perfect  kiniwledge  I  have  of  lodge  in,  and  their  uncultivated  fields. 


his  rpirit  and  abilities,  but  his  an^agonitl 
would  have  found  him  equal  for  the 
difpute.  The  couunon  fceiingi*  of  hu- 
inaniiy  obi  ge  me,  though  unequal  to 
the  ta!k,  to  erpoufe  the  honeft  Tar’s 
quarrel  iu  his  abiciicc. 


What  encouragement  have  they  to  build 
good  houfes  or  cultivate  their  grounds, 
when  the  length  of  their  tacks,  for  the 
moft  part,  depends  upon  the  humour^  of 
their  lairds  r — The  Highlanders  are  pe¬ 
culiarly  cut  out  for  peopling  the  wafte 


The  genilcn.HU  from  the  Banks  of  lands  of  America ;  for,  if  they  arc  gootl 
Tay  vihdicaic^  the  charader  of  the  let-  foldiers,  they  ran-  defend  themfelvcs 
tei  w'litcr  from  New-York,  from  the  fioni  the  difalfcifltd  Indians ;  if  they  arc 


ner»ei5t  kiu'wledge  he  hath  of  hi.s  honour 
and  integrity  :  all  vtry  good!  I  give  him 
credit  tor  hi;«  favourab'e  affertions  in 
behalf  <  f  l'.i»  acqu.aiutance.  On  the  o- 
ther  hand,  1  c.iu  with  equal  affurance 
atlcrt  the  lunutur  and  veiacity  of  Jack 
Tar,  wiih  whom  I  tiave  been  acqnaitit* 
ed  from  iiis  youth,  and  could  b  laft  alfo 
of  the  high  rank  of  feme  of  his  piede- 
ceiTors;  confcqutntiv  t!ie  public  have  an 
equal  atttrtaiion  in  favour  of  both  thefe 
gctUlcmeu.  However,  purting  i^-  not  to 
rlctermiiie  the  merits  of  tlie  caufe;  »he 
public  are  to  judge  where  truth  and 
probability  lies.  The  gciillcman  from 
New-York  may  join  with  wh'-m  he 
pleabs,  in  w  ifuing  a  ftep  was  put  to  the 
uiiforiunatc  emigrations  from  Scotland; 
he  Ihould  rather  have  wifhed  that  a  ftop 
was  put  to  the  caufes  of  emigration. 
I  hope  your  correfpondent  doth  not 
grudge  that  the  wiids  of  America  have 
the  profpei^l  of  being  peopled  by  Chrif- 
tians  rattier  than  inhabited  bycormorants 
and  rattle  Inakcs — no;  I  fee  his  fpleen  is 
railed  againft  the  prefent  mode  of  its  po¬ 
pulation.  “  Be  thou  inhabited,  O  Amcri- 


expert  at  every  kind  of  manual  exercife, 
America  is  the  place  proper  for  the  ex¬ 
ertion  of  their  genius ;  if  they  dillike  the 
fpade  and  hoe,  they  may  amufe  and 
fupport  them fe Ives  with  their  gnn  and 
filhing  hock ;  and  if  the  old  obfervation 
ib  tiue,  that  the  Highlanders  make  excel¬ 
lent  foldiers  when  taken  from  their  own 
country,  may  they  not  commence  good 
farmers  abroad,  though  they  are  indifTc- 
rent  ones  at  home  i  . 

It  may  be  a  fadt,  that  few  of  the  firft 
emigrants  have  dug  up  a  pofc  with  the 
mattock,  or  returned  home  with  a  Na¬ 
bob’s  purfe;  allow  them  time,  and,  if 
they  are  not  plcafed  with  their  tituatioo, 
let  us  hear  their  mournful  dory  from 
ihcmfelves,  and  not  from  others,  who 
aim  to  difeourage  their  fellows  from  at¬ 
tempting  what  they  want  fortitude  to 
perform  themfclves,. 

•  Let  the  long  lives  of  thofc  who  inha¬ 
bit  the  American  provinces  atteft  the 
healthinefs  of  the  climate:  thofc  who 
return  in  a  bad  (late  of  health  come  not 
from  the  continent,  to  which  our  coun¬ 
trymen  emigrate,  but  from  our  Weft- 


ca  !  but  let  thy  tons  defeend  from  the  liars  India  fcttlcmcnts;  from  Jamaica,  Nevis, 
rather  than  from  Scotland;’ from  France  Tobago,  Barbadoes,  &c..  Your  corre- 
or  Spain  rather  than  from  the  northern  fpondeiit  wilhes  Jack  Tar  had  given  fome 
lllcb.”  What  moveth  thy  (plccn  at  the  account  of  the  expcncc  of  living  in  A- 
poor  Iliglilandera  ?  Wilt  thou  pretend  a  merica,  bccaufe  he  allcdges  the  i^ds  of 
regaid  for  that  antient  and  illullrious  living  will  balance  the  difference  of 
people,  and  yet  reprelent  them  as  a  hive  wages.  Was  Jack  here  he  would  an- 
oflazydrons?  Beware  of  taking  a  (leep-  fw'er  the  qucftion  to  the  gentleman’s 
ing  dog  by  the  earb  !  Let  biftory  atteft  wifii:  fo  far  as  1  can  recoiled  from  the 
their  prowefs ;  let  Tranent,  Falkirk,  and  account  he  gave  me,  it  was  much  cheap- 
Cullodcn  fpeak  their  refohition — tho*  I  er  living  in  America  than  in  Scotland, 
lament  their  imprudence  in  thefe  at-  He  mentioned  alfo  the  ordinary  prices  of 
leuipis !— Uaiuckily  for  this  writer^  be  wheat,  barley, Indian  corn  and  rye;  beef 
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mutton,  pork,  fowls  andfifli;  all  of  which 
■were  in  great  plenty,  and  enough  to  fup- 
ply  many  of  our  W.  India  Ifl  !nd8.  Good 
ilour  bread  is  one  third  cheaper  there 
than  here:  a  quarter  of  good  mutton, 
weighing  nine  pounds,  fells  at  i  s.  a  d.  of 
our  currency.  He  faid,  a  day-labourtr 
might  be  feen  returning  home  upon  Sa¬ 
turday  with  a  turkey  in  one  hand,  and 
a  fat  goofc  in  the  other,  to  make  merry 
with  his  family  upon  the  fabbath  :  per¬ 
haps  the  poor  man's  laird,  when  he  was 
in  this  country,  would  have  been  con¬ 
tent  with  one  <*f  them  upon  a  holiday. 
lUitter  and  eheefe  are  alfo  to  be  had  at  a 
lower  price  than  here;  and  good  cyder, 
from  Long  in.ind,  may  be  drunk  as 
cheap  as  twelve-penny  beer  in  Edin¬ 
burgh. - Thofe  who  go  to  America 

arc  io  much  in  love  with  U  that  they 
frldom  incline  t*)  return. 

InAmeiica  there  ate  flives,  but  the 
gentleman  muft  know  that  they  are 
upon  a  better  footing  than  the  day-la¬ 
bourers  in  England  or  Scotland.  Even 
jn  Virginia,  A-here  their  number  is  great- 
cO,they  art  ufed  with  the  highelt  dilcre- 
tion,  and  their  work-liours  fewer  than  in 
England.  As  to  thofe  who  are  indented 
two  years  to  defray  the  e.xpencc  of  tlieir 
pafTige,  Jack  Ear’s  account  of  their  ft- 
tualion  is  confii  med  by  others,  particn- 
Tarly  by  a  gentleman  who  made  oath 
before  the  hotife  of  commons  very  late¬ 
ly,  from  whom  we  learn,  that,  at  the 
end  of  their  indenture,  they  have  a  fuit 
©f  new  cloaths  and  a  mattock.  Indent- 
^1  lervants  differ  from  Haves  in  another 
refpeiJt,  which,  if  attended  to,  renders 
their  litiiation  far  lels  frightful.  If  their 
mafte^s  ihall  ulethem  with  feverity,  they 
have  liberty  to  complain  to  an  aider- 
man;  and,  if  their  complaint  is  veritied, 
they  obtain  their  liberty.  Perhaps  the 
;^enlleman  hath  borrowed  his  ideas  of 
indenting  from  the  ftate  of  the  convi^?ls 
fent  over  from  onr  jails;  if  fo,  1  don’t 
w  oiider  at  his  d.flike  of  the  term ;  for, 
as  thiir  cha»a»ftcrs  are  knov.m  there, 
they  are  not  peihaps  ufed  with  fnch 
^ntlenefs,  nor  will  their  con>plaints  be 
lb  much  noticed,  beemfe  their  confign- 
mcr.t  is  expreffed  in  different  terms  from 
an  ordinary  indenture.  Thofe  who  go 
from  this  country  know  upon  what  con¬ 
ditions  they  embark.  If  lltey  have  mo¬ 
ney  to  pay  their  paffage,  no  man  can 
force  them  to  indent  when  they  land, 
if  they  arc  not  able  to  pay  their  pnffage, 
llie/ mud  either  flay  at  home,  or  make 


the  bed  bargain  they  can  for  themfeWes: 
and  it  frequently  happens,  that  a  fliip- 
mader  hath  a  commilTion  to  indent  fuch 
a  given  number  of  labourers  for  certain 
planters,  who  have  lately  gone  over,  and 
want  a  number  of  hands  to  clear  and 
cultivate  their  ground;  and  it  is  very 
pr./bable  t’aey  may  find  their  cM  ac¬ 
quaintances  to  indent  with,  who  will 
life  them  with  all  pi)fiible  tendernefs.  ‘ 

America  is  not  like  our  fugar  planta¬ 
tions;  thefe  are  fupplied  with  fi^ves  from 
the  coad  of  Guinea,  and  thefe  poor 
eie.’itures  are  inured  to  great  toil  and 
harddiip.  In  the  provinces  of  America, 
if  a  flave  is  found  dead,  and  the  caufe  of 
it  nut  known,  if  murder  is  fnrpe(5ted, 
then  the  city  or  province  is  obliged  to 
piy  the  owner  of  the  (lave  40 1.  derliug; 
and  this  circamftancc  is  favourable  for 
tlieir  fafety. 

1  have  been  too  tedious  in  J'»ck  Tar’t 
vijidtcalion.  I  (hall  only  aflbre  the 
gentleman  that  he  was  right  in  his  con- 
jedure  that  his  figmturc  was  no  fidioni 
He  is  indeed  a  Jack  Tar;  but  he  U 
wrong  in  fnipccbng  he  w’anted  to  get 
any  ot  his  countrymen  into  his  clnlches 
to  promote  his  private  intered;  for  he 
carried  no  indented  perfons  with  him, 
tiuiugh  he  had  feveral  in  his  offer.  If 
the  gentle  man  W'anti*,  in  good  earned, 
to  dufuadc  his  countrymen  from  emi¬ 
grating,  let  him  ufe  his  influence  with 
thole  in  power  to  encourage  our  manu- 
f  idures  and  filherics,  to  Iclfen  the  price 
of  land,  and  moderate  the  value  of  vi- 
vres;  then  our  countrymen  will  not  look 
out  for  a  fubfiftence  abroad,  if  they  can 
it  at  home. 

Yours,  &c. 

A  Friend  io  the  Poor* 

To  the  Publisher  of  the  Weekly 
Magazine. 

S  I  R, 

ANY  rcafons  have  been  affigned  for 
the  late  bankruptcies,  and  the  ge¬ 
neral  decay  of  credit  and  commerce. 
Luxury,  and  the  many  other  fafhioi.ablc 
vices,  which  prevail  in  the  prefent  dege¬ 
nerate  age,  have  been  juHly  blamed; 
but,  for  my  part,  I  think  that  the  landed 
property  of  Scotland  being  fo  much 
clogged  with  entails,  has  produced  fome 
of  tnofe  miffortuncs  w’hich  we  now 
groan  under :  I  therefore  beg  leave  to 
fnbmit  to  the  conftdcration  of  the  public 
lome  thoughts  which  have  occurred  to 
me  upon  the  fubje^t  of  en^ils,  ior  wblch^ 


EDINBURGH  AMUSEMENT, 


ihall  point  out  a  few  of  the  many  fad  ef¬ 
fects  attending  them. 

As  the  nature  of  entails  arc  generally 
undei  (tiUHl,  I  ihai!  not  enter  upon  a  full 
iliicullion  of  the  origin  and  prefent  ftate 
of  them :  let  it  luffice,  therefore,  to 
lay,  that  every  gentleman,  who  Has  the 
Ible  and  undoubted  properly  of  an 
citate,  may,  by  the  law  leUlive  to  en¬ 
tails,  fettle  his  eftatc  upon  a  certain  fc- 
ries  of  heirs,  who  can  neither  fell  it,  or 
alter  the  deftination,  nor  contra^  debts 
upon  it  to  a  greater  extent  than  what 
they  arc  limited  by  the  grantcr  or  inlli- 
tute.  The  general  leafon  airigntd  for 
the  origin  of  the  entail-a<^  is,  that  feve- 
ral  proprietors  were  dtfirous  to  perpe¬ 
tuate  their  names  and  eftales  upon  their 
heirs,  thinking  thereby  tofnpport  foolilh 
family  eclats  upon  which  our  Scots 
gentry  place  loo  high  a  value.  For  my 
part,  1  am  inclined  to  think,  that  entails 
have  been  originally  deviled  by  fome 
wretched  mifers,  who  were  not  fatisfted 
with  having  the  foie  management  of 
their  eftales  during  life,  but  likewife 
wanted  to  retain  the  management  of  it 
after  death.  The  mifer,  who  has  amaf- 
fed  a  great  fortune,  cannot  think  of 
quitting  his  hold,  and  yet  he  muft  die, 
and  leave  the  enjoyment  to  others.  To 
colour  fuch  a  difmal  profpedt,  he  makes 
a  deed  of  entail,  arreding  fleeting  pro¬ 
perty,  and  ihertby  fecuring  his  name 
and  eftatc  upon  an  endiefs  train  of  fuc- 
ceflion.  Such  ambitious  views,  ill  fuit- 
ing  the  fiail  condition  of  mortals,  have 
introduced  entails  into  this,  country, 
which  are  prejudicial  to  that  liberty  and 
independence  to  which  all  men  ought  to 
afpire  as  much  in  tiicir  pofteirions  as  in 
their  perfons. 

I  can  fee  no  good  or  folid  reafons 
why  an  heir  Ihould  be  laid  under  re- 
ftriiliofts  by  his  predecefl'or  but  when  he 
is  a  prodigal ;  and,  even  in  that  cafe, 
there  is  no  earthly  occalion  for  an  entail* 
The  heir  may  be  prevented  from  fquan- 
dcring  the  eftatc,  by  his  prcdcceffor’s  dif- 
poning  it  to  him  in  liferent,  and  to  his 
children  in  fee.  It  furely  is  a  great 
hirdftiip  upon  pofterity  to  l>e  fetteted 
with  entails,  arrd  to  be  tibliged,  during 
their  whole  lives,  to  walk  by  the  Icad- 
iiig  ftrings  of  their  forefathers.  Among 
the  many  difadvantages  attending  cn- 
tails,  the  fory  patrimonies  given  to 
younger  children  is  none  of  the  leaft. 
While  the  proprietor  of  an  entailed 
eftatc  is  driving  aign^  in  his  coach  aod 


fix,  perhaps  his  brothers  will  be  carninf^ 
a  fcanty  pittance  in  the  loweft  fpheresof 
life. 

I  think  I  may  venture  to  fay, that  dircy 
ful  experience  has  taught  us,  that  en¬ 
tails  have  proved  prejudicial  to  com¬ 
merce.  Many  of  our  petty  cntailcii 
proprietors,  who  arc  at  pretcni  poor, 
proud,  ufelefe  members  of  fociely,  might, 
oy  embarking  in  commerce,  have  before 
now  improved  their  eftates  and  for¬ 
tunes  to  the  greateft  advantage,  and 
might  have,  at  this  day,  waliow'ed  in  all 
the  luxuries  of  the  eaft,  had  they  enjoy¬ 
ed  the  free  difpofal  of  their  eftates. 
What  better  reafons  can  be  afligncd  for 
the  late  bankruptcies,  than  that  entaiU 
have  prevented  us  from  having  ftockft 
equivalent  to  our  credit  or  annual  in<^ 
comes?  The  entailed  proprietors,  by 
their  extravagance,  often  exceed  their 
incomes,  and  too  fcldom  think  it  a  duty 
incumbent  upon  them  to  pay  off  their 
juft  debts. — My  writing  on  this  lubjc^ 
recals  to  my  memory  an  anecdote  1  have 
heard  of  an  entailed  proprietor,  who  was 
poffeffed  of  an  extenftve  and  affluent 
eftate;  but  his  extravagance  exceeded 
his  income,  and  he  fell  coniiderably  in 
debt.  As  he  was  much  harralled  by  hi» 
creditors,  he  was  obliged  to  call  a  meet¬ 
ing  of  them,  when  he  propofed  to  put 
them  into  the  poffefflon  of  the  eftatc  dur 
ring  bis  life,  upon  their  allowing  him 
500 1.  per  annum*  His  creditors  were 
ftartled  at  the  extravagance  of  his  de¬ 
mand,  and  infifted  upon  his  accepting  of 
aoo  I.  When  he  (aw  that  hU  creditors 
were  obftinate,  he  told  them,  that,  ifthey 
would  not  agree  to  his  propofal,  he  would 
immediately  pay  them  all;  and  at  the 
fame  time  drew  from  his  pocket  a  razors 
with  which  he  threatened  to  eut  hia 
throat,  and  thereby  obliged  his  creditors 
to  agree  to  bis  propofais.  Such  a  con- 
dud,  I  think,  clearly  proves,  that  entails 
are  prcjudjcjal  to  commerce,  and  to  the  ' 
liberty  and  welfare  of  the  nation. 

Yours,  &c.  Spectator^ 

Edin*  May  14.  ,  , 


The  Staple  Commodity  not  only  of 
England,  hut  of  Great  Lrilain  in  gf 
neral  is  Wool.  ... 


To  the  Publisher  of  the  WEXxLr 
Magazine. 

SIR. 


T.'VERY  innovation  which  is  repug- 
Hi  naoL  U>  auticat  cuiloras,  muft  uu^.  * 
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is 
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Thk  W  E  E  K  L  Y  M  a  G  a  Z  I  N  E,  or 


doubtcdly  m;jet  with  oppofitinn.  Man¬ 
kind  trained  from  infancy  to  a  habit  of 
thinking  in  a  certain  mode,  ^hich  they 
have  imbibed  from  their  forefather?, 
or  which  may  have  been  inculcated  by 
political  principleji,  are  unknowingly  for¬ 
tified  againft'  every  fcheme  of  rational 
improvement. 

I  am  naturally  led  to  thefe  confidcra- 
tions,  from  lome  papers  which  I  have 
obftrved  in  your  ufeful  Magazine,  in 
I'upport  of  the  wo(  Icn  manufactory  of 
this  country,  by  Mr  Loch,  to  which  he 
has  fubferibed  his  name;  and  of  others 
in  fupport  of  the  linen"  manufacture, 
which  were  either  anonymous,  or  au¬ 
thenticated  only  by  fignalures. 

I  do  not  pretend,  Sir,  to  underftand 
commerce  in  any  degree  equal  to  Mr 
Loch.  His  calculatiniib  and  his  argu¬ 
ments,  as  they  are  printed,  are  fubiefted 
to  the  judgment  of  every  man  converl'ant 
in  bulinefs.  1  mean  only.  Sir,  to  lay 
before  you  and  the  public,  a  few  faCts 
which  are  intircly  conliftent  with  my 
own  knowledge.  One  faCt  is  univcifal- 
ly  known  and  acknowledged,  that  the 
staple  commodity  of  the  county  of  A- 
berdeen,  and  of  I'everal  counties  beyond 
.it,  for  more  than  a  hundred  years,  has 
been  wool,  and  that  indeed  confined 
chitfly  to  the  fabrication  of  ftockings; 
at  the  fame  time,  when  neceflity  requi¬ 
red  it,  they  were  not  inattentive  to  the 
manufacture  of  cloth  for  their  ovin 
wearing  apparel.  Notwithftanding  this 
natural  propenfity  to  encourage  and 
improve  what  nature  had  dictated  as 
their  proper  employment,  it  w  as  thought 
proper  by  the  legillatiire,  more  than 
thirty  years  ago,  to  introduce  into  Scot¬ 
land  a  new  fpccies  of  manufacture ;  that 
of  the  Linen. 

Premiums  were  effered  by  thctruflees 
for  encouraging  the  linen  manufacture: 
wheels  were  given,  and  all  the  apparatus 

for  fpinning. - Thefe  premiums  and 

Ihowy  temptations  were  echoed  and  re¬ 
echoed  from*  the  pulpits  and  precentors 
delks.  The  good  women  and  children 
long  accultomed  *to  receive  only  two  or 
three  Ihillings  at  a  time  for  a  pair  of 
ftockings,  and  ftrnck  with  the  mighty 
found  of  five,  ten,  fifteen*  or  twenty 
guineas  of  premium,  ran  home  in  a  kind 
of  cntluifiafm,  and  threw  afide  ail  their 
woolen  utenfiis.  Their  wircs'were  left 
to  ruft  ill  a  corner,  and  the  very  chil¬ 
dren,  even  at  fix  years  of  age,  who  from 
example  had  imbibed  the  ambition  of 
appearing  as  women,  were  denied  the 


ufe  of  them.  What,  Sir,  was  the  cott- 
feqnence  ?  in  leL  than  two  years  the  ab- 
I'urdity  of  this  c'^>nduCt,  to  their  woeful 
experience,  was  difeovered.  Inexperi¬ 
ence  in  the  bufinels,  and  the  high  price 
of  the  flax,  foon  convinced  them  from 
the  indigence  to  which  they  w'erc  re¬ 
duced,  that  the  apparent  prefent  gain  of 
a  few  fiiining  guineas  wereinfufficient  td 
enable  them  to  fupport  their  numerou.s 
families  on  fo  uncertain  and  precarious 
a  ban Confeious  of  this,  they  applied 
to  the  merchants  of  Aberdeen^  who  had 
been  their  former  benefaClors  in  the 
woolen  trade,  and  begged  of  them  to 
give  them  credit  for  a  pound  or  two  of 
wool,  and  that  they  Ihould  oblige  them 
fclvcs  to  bring  them  ftockings,  not 
merely  equivalent,  but  fuperior  to  the 
value  of  their  wool,  leaving  it  to  the 
merchants  to  allow  them  what  profit 
they  thought  reafonable.  The  mer 
chants  for  fume  time  indulged  them  in 
this  f>raCtice,  not  imagining  but  that  that 
leaven  of  illufion  by  which  thev  had  been 
fo  powerfully  allured,  might  ftill  remain 
predominant.  After  repeated  experi 
ment.s,  however,  the  merchants  ventured 
to  take  duTerent  departments  in  different 
parifties,  and,  to  animate  and  roufe  the 
inhabitants  to  their  fo  long  negleCled  na¬ 
tural  manufacture,  they  gave  part  in 
money,  part  in  wool,  and  part  in  meal 

II 

their  manufactures  to  their  market, 
this  prudent  mcafure  they  have  rc-efta 
blifhed  the  natural  ftaple  commodity  of 
the  north.  When  this  enthufiafm  of  the 
linen  trade  w-as  at  its  height,  a  lint-inill 
was  erected  in  the  neighbourhood  of  A 
berdeen;  when  it  fubfided,  and  gwd 
fenle  began  to  refume  its  place,  the  mill 
was  converted  to  the  purpofe.of  fcouring 
ftcKkings. 

I  fhould  have  obferved  to  you,  Sir,  that 
when  the  iieceffary  conVeniencies  of 
fubfiftence  were  procured ;  I  mean  what 
tended  only  to  fupport  them  in  being 
were  fupplied;  at  intervals  they  employ 
ed  the  great  wheel  to  furnilh  themfclvcs 
their  hufbinds  and  children  with  decent 
cloathing. 

1  (hall  not  pretend,  Sir,  to  fay,  that 
an  attempt  to  introduce  the  linen  manu 
faClurc  into  Scotland  proceeds  from  po* 
litical  views:  This  only  I  will  venture  to 
fay,  that  Scotkind  is  not  lefs  framed  by 
nature  to  carry  on  the  woolen  manufac 
turc’  than  many  counties  iri*  England, 
where  it  is  employed  to  great  advantage 
Yours,  &Ct  M— — 
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POETRY. 


ODE  to  SLOTH. 


J 


O  DROWSY  and  ina£livc  pow’r 

I'hat  murders  many  prtci'ms  hour! 
'1  oo  hnig  my  heart  has  been  puilci's’d 
>5y  thee,  inliiiuatiog  guelt  ! 

Oft  under  thy  deprctfin<j  I'*  ay. 

We  doie  away  the  live-long  day. 

With  vacant  and  rchixe  1  mind, 

Neither  to  work  nor  thought  inclin’d: 
liach  worthy  purpol'c  is  fupprdl; 

No  hcam  of  genius  wakes  the  breaR. 
'rhe  foul  by  nature  form’d  to  rife, 

High  foaring  to  its  native  (kies, 

Jiies  meanly  grov’ling  on  the  ground, 

A  captive  in  thy  fetters  bound. 

Wlicn  duty  urges  u  .  to  riic, 

I'hoii  (tills  her  earned,  ardent  cries: 

I.et  want,  difgracc,  or  ruin  fall. 

For  titee  wc  dil'ubey  the  call. 


Not  thus  of  old  the  men  of  fame 
Attain’d  their  glorious,  dcathlcfs  name; 

By  other  life,  by  other  ways 
Were  gain’d  the  laurels  c»nd  the  bays. 

Not  thus  good  Cyrus  rais’d  his  throne; 

Not  thus  the  Grecian  uifdoin  ihonc  : 

Not  thus  Lycurgus  hx'd  his  law  s  ; 

Not  thus  (tern  Cato  drew  applaufe; 

Not  tlms  could  Plato,  lialf  divitte, 

'I'he  oracle  of  wUdom  (hinc; 

Not  thus  Demolthcnes  did  (lame. 

Or  Fully  pour  his  copious  (Ircam  : 

'^I’hefc — tl.efe  did  reach  the  'ard’ous  heights. 
By  adivc  clays  and  nce[)Iefs  nights; 

'I  hclc  inJuttry’s  rough  path  purlu’d, 

And  ev’ry  morn  their  toil  renew’d. 

Yet  can  thy  fogs  propitious  prove  * 

To  poets,  who  iliy  influ’nce  love: 

In  thy  rank  foil  they  fpring  and  live. 
Where  nothing  clfc  is  fecn  to  thrive. 

The  foft  melodious  flowing  drain 
From  thee  doth  due  perfection  gain. 

When  harder  labours  wc  retulc, 

I'o  kill  the  time,  we  court  the  mufc: 

Oft  from  the  love  of  red  and  cafe. 

Flow  rfdmes  and  (bnnets  (uch  as  ihefe. 
Ev'n  now,  while  I  attempt  to  fing, 

The  lluggilh  goddefs  clogs  the  wing; 

I’hc  hand  with  flow  rcluiffance  writes 
The  very  rhimes  the  mufc  indites. 

Hence  Lazinefs !  ufurp  thy  fway 
I  0*er  others  ;  I  no  more  obey. 

I  O’er  fatten’d  hithops  go,  prefide; 

Or  with  lun-bclly’d  doctors  ’bide, 
i'f  wealth  and  i**arly  corp’lence  free,  ' 

No  longer  flx  thy  feat  ivith  me: 

No  huge  unwclldy  frame  I  wear;. 

•  No  fwelUng  cht(t  or  paunch  1  bear*. 

VoL.  XXIV. 


Go  where  foft  luxury  hath  fpread 
With  rich  perfumes  hcreafy  bed; 

Where  gluttons  on  high  viands  feed,"  . 

Where  loporif’rons  vapours  breed. 

Seek  whining  lovers  in  the  lhade. 

And  pour  tiiy  blclFings  on  theii  head: 
MakeToiting  dukes  and  peers  thine  own;  ’  ' 
Or  rock  a  monarch  on  a  throne; 

Bedew  the  hoary  head  of  age. 

Or  day  the  macJ  projedtor’s  rage; 

Stop  the  tierce  warrior’s  rude  alarms; 

And  lull  him  in  thy  peaceful  arms. 

March  i8.  E.-  a»  jf 


To  the  Memory  of  Cop.mn  H— — —  . 


VAIN  were  the  talk  to  give  the  foul  la 
glow, 

1  nc  nerve  to  kindle,  and  the  verfe  to  flow. 
When  t'  c  fond  mourner,  hid  from  every  eye;; 
Bleeds  in  the  anguiih'nf  too  keen  a  ligh. 
And,  lod  to  glory,  lod  to  all  his  (ire, 
F'orgets  the  poet  e’er  he  gratps  the  lyre. 


Friendlhip!  'tis  thine  with  manly  warmth 
to  mourn 

Expiring  virtue,  and  the  clofing  urn; 

To  teach,  dearferaph  !  o’er  the  good  and  wife,  , 
The  dirge  to  mur.itUr,  and  the  .lult  to  life  ; 

Come  then,  O  guiuLfs  of  the  tear  of  art. 
Sprung  from  the  iky,  and  thron’d  within  the 
heart ! 

O  come,  in  all  the  pomp  of  grief  array’d. 

And  weep  the  warrior,  while]  grace  his  (hade. 

’  ris  o’er — the  bright  delufivc  fccne  is  o’er. 
And  war’s  proud  viiiuns'mock the  ibul  no  more,  *■ 
TJic  laurel  fades,  th’  imperial  car  retires,  ^ 
All  youth  euobics,  and  all  worth  admires. 

Alas!  my  H — ,  and  mull  this  mourning  verie 
Keiign  thy  triumphs  to  attend  the  hcar(e! 

Was  it  for  this  that  friendihip's  genial  flame 
’Woke  all  iny  wiihes  from  the  trance  of  fame?  •' 
Was  it  for  this  1  left  the  hallow'd  page. 

Where  cv'ry  fcicncc  beams  of  ev’ry  age  ? 

On  thought’s  llrung  pinion  rang’d  the  martial 
Icenc, 

From  Rome’s  firft  hero  to  the  great  Eugene; 
Explor’d  th’  embattled  van,  the  deep  oing  ' 
line,  ^mirtc, 

Th’  enambulh’d  phalanx,  and  the  fpringiug 
I'lien  pale  with  horror  bent  the  fuppliant  knee. 
And  breath’d  the  figh,  and  drop’d  the  tear  for 
thee. 


What  hoots  it  now,  that  when,  with  hideout 
.  roar, 

The  gath'ring  tempeft  howl’d  from  ev’ry 
Ihore,  •  • 

Some  pitying  angel,’  vigilant  to  fave. 

Spread  all  hi«  plumes,  andfnatch’d  thee  from 
the  wave, 

Preferv’d  thee  (acted  from  the  fell  diieaie, 

When  the  blue  plague  had  hr’d  th’  autumnal  • 
k  •  hreeze  I  •  •  * 

K-k 
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The  weekly  M'A  G  A  Z  I  N  E,  or 


AT»  !  whfii  mv  heiG  panted  to  engage  * 

Where  all  tlic  battle  hunt  in  all  its  lage. 

Where  dreadful  Hew  the  miffivc  deatits  around. 
And  the  keen  faulchioii  blulh’d  from  wound 
to  wound, 

Was  lie  deny  d  the  privilege  to  bleed, 
iJav'd'on  the  main  to  fall  upon  the  Tweed? 

Ye  graces!  tell,  with  what  addrels  he  Hole 
The  lill’ning  *^r,  and  open'd  all  the  loul! 
What  tlio’  lough  winter  hade  his  whirlwinds 
rife, 

IHd  his  pale  funs,  and  frown  d  along  the  Ikies, 
pour’d  the  big  deduge  o’er  the  face  of  <lay, 

]\lv  H - was  la  re  to  Imilc  the  gloom  away? 

With  all  the  luxuries  t)f  foimd  to  move 
'J’he  pulfe  of  glory  or  the  ligh  of  love. 

And  fpite  of  winter,  lallitudc  and  pain, 

'I'each  life  and  joy  to  thnrh  in  cv’ry  win. 
lancy!  dear  artilt  of  the  mental  pow’r, 

V'ly,  fetch  my  genius  to  the  focial  hour! 

Give  me  again  his  glowing  fenfe  to  warm, 
llis  forrg  to  warble,  and  his  wit  to  charm! 
Alas!  alas!  how  impotemly  true 
n't!’  aerial  pencil  forms  thefeenc  ai»ew  ! 

Tven  now,  when  all  the  vifion  beams  around, 
And  my  ear  kindles  with  th’  ideal  found, 

J'lH  as  the  fmiles,  the  grates  arc  imprcif, 

^Vnd  all  his  image  takes  up  ail  my  bread, 

Some  ctivioi.s  phantom  points  the  aw  ful  bier, 
Aful  the  Ihort  rapture  melts  into  a  tear. 

Thus  in  the  lake’s  clear  chryll  il  we  defery 
'J'he  bright  diriufion  <d'  an<»ther  Iky  ; 

Rtrieded  nature  ihcds  a  milder  green; 

The  da/-/.ling  lun  with  fofter  beams  is  feen  : 
Jult  as  we  ga^e,  the  lucklcfs  zephyr  Hies, 

Vhc  furfacc  trembles,  and  the  picture  dies. 

U!  hlcft  with  all  that  youth  can  give  to- 
pleafe, 

'J'he  form  inajcllic,  and  the  mein  cf  cafe; 
^Vlikc  irnp<*w’i  'd,  by  nature  and  by  art, 

'To  tlorm  the  ram])art,  or  to  win  the  heart; 
Cioiicctof  manners,  elegant  of  mind, 

With  fpirit  modcdl,  and  with  truth  icfm’d. 

I^or  public  lilc’s  meridian  funlhinc  made; 

Yet  known  to  all  the  virtues  of  the  lhade; 

In  war,  when  aU  the  trumps  of  fame  iufpirc, 
Hach  pallion  raging,  and  each  with  on  hre ; 
At  home  without  or  vanity,  or  rage, 

As  lott  as  pity,  and  as  cool  as  age. 

Thefc  were  thy  virtues — thefe  will  Hill  be 
juQ, 

Jjght  all  their  beams,  and  blaze  upon  thy 
duH; 

While  piide,  with  vain  folcmnity,  l>equcaths 
'i'opow'i  hcr  Hatucs,  and  to  guilt  her  w  reaths; 
Gr,  ril’d  by  faction,  impudently  Hings 
The  price  of  nations  on  the  urns  of  kings. 

7  cviotduify  May  1 6.  M I  R  A  N  D  A . 

Tke  Prudknt  Choice. 

'^AR  from  t  he  w  orld’s  mad  hurry  audHrife, 
I?  J.a  me  ujoy  a  peacciul  iiic; 


Give  me  but  health  and  competence,. 

'1^0  riches  1  ntake  no  jirctence. 

Be  virtuous  love  and  fricndlhip  mine,. 

And  mirth  and  frolic  f  refign. 
l,et  chcarfumcl's  fmile  on  my  dome. 

And  meek  contentment  a!fo  come; 

1  ct  faHe  and  elegance  refin’d, 

With  plain  frugality  be  joinM ; 

Let  thefe  my  humble  cot  adorn. 

And  I  the  pomp  of  courts  will  fcorn.- 
'I'h’  elltcm  of  none  I  w’ould  purfue. 

But  cf  the  wife  and  virtuous  few  ; 

Keep  me  from  fcaiulal’s  influence  free. 
Content  to  he  forgot  I’ll  be ; 
l.ei  me  elbape  fell  envy’s  paws, 

'I'o  fools  I’ll  freely  yield  applaufc. 

Eimtaph  on  5/r  Joshua  Reynolds.- 
Jij  the  late  Dr  Go-ldsm  n  h. 

Here  Reynolds  is  laid,  and,  to  tell  you’ 
my  mind, 

Jtc  nas  not  lett  a  better  or  wifer  behind  ; 

>1  is  pencil  was  Hriking,  rcliHlefs,  and  grand. 
His  manners  were  gentle,  complying,  and 
bland; 

Still  born  to  improve  us  in  every  parr. 

His  pencil  our  faces,  his  manners  our  heart : 
'I'o  coxcombs  averfc,  yet  moH  civilly  Haring, 
When  they  judg’d  with<»ut  Ikill,  he  was  Hill- 

hard  of  hearing; 

When  they  talk’d  of  their  Raphaels,  Correg-' 
gios,  and  Hufl', 

He  Ihifted  his  trumpet,  and  only  took  fnulF, 

t 

'y  yin  Acknowledgment  to  the  Printer. 

G.)0D  Sir,  I’m  a  tar. 

My  fong  *  pray  don’t  mar. 

For  if  that  you  Ihould  me  dilcover. 

My  iiiefTmafes  intend 
A  letter  to  fend, 

T’  inform  you  of  this,  that,  and' t’other.* 

Now  fince  that’s  the  cafe. 

I’ll  write  in  their  place, 

'  And  expLin  all  their  caufe  of  difguH : 

Stop,  then  ;  you  niuH  know, 

’Ere  further  we  go. 

That  the  fentiments  arc  not  theftrH. 

Pait  I  found  it  is  true, 

'J’he  reH  arc  all  new. 

And  thofc  which  arc  not  I  have  mended ;> 

In  them  yon  have  f(>und 
No  juHncfsof  found, 

And  both  feufc  and  humour  ill  blendcd.- 

I’ve  no  more  to  fav ; 

But  Ihould  you  betray 
The  confidence  1  in  you  lepofe, 

1  hope  from  my  ibul. 

If  e’er  you  play  foul. 

That  your  incHmatcs  to  me  will  difclofe. 

,  Ji.  D. 

*  Sons  of  Neptune* 
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The  review. 

Optim  1  s  T ;  <9r,SATiRE  in  Good 
Humour.  4^^* 

This  writer  gives  his  reafons  for  ta¬ 
king  up  his  pen  in  the  following 
lines; 

WHY  fl)ould  the  man,  whofc  butter’d 
bread 

By  cleanly  hands  each  morn  is  fpread ; 

W  ho  fees  much  more  than  he  is  able 
To  ftnft,  at  dinner,  on  his  table: 

VVhofe  flipper  is  a  conilant  tieat, 

That  gluttony  might  wilh  to  cat; 

M’ho  nightly  fome  fair  Houry  chufes, 

N'  r  finds  the  party  that  refules? 
Whyfhould  fiich  man,  in  furious  rhimes, 
Attack  ttK'  follies  of  the  times? 

In  thefe,  as  well  as  thole  before  ’em, 

Are  faults — but  pray,  who  futfer  for  ’em  ? 
Not  the  rich  fatirifis-,  who  brandilh 
Their  filver  pen  o’er  filver  llandifli; 

Who  need  not  to  the  Mufc  appeal, 

'I'o  grant  her  warrant  for  a  meal. 

Let  thofe  exclaim  againft  the  goad. 

Who  fm  irt  beneath  oppreflion’s  load : 
Lei  thofe  ’gainft  luxury  inveigh, 

•Who  fcarcely  get  a  meal  a-day; 

But  why  iiiould  I  purfue  the  theme? 

1  fwim  triumphant  down  the  ftream. 
And,  turning  a  deaf  ear  to  reafon. 

Enjoy  the  follies  of  the  feafon;  ^ 
Methinks,  myfclf,  ’twere  full  as  good  in, 
To  hold  my  tongue,  and  eat  my  pudding. 
Yet  write  I  mult — this  teeming  brain 
No  longer  can  iilelf  contain ; 

Nor  lhall  Ireft  my  troubled  head. 

Till  it  be  fafely  brought  to  bed. 

Befides,  who  would  not  write?  What 
nature 

Exifts  fo  indifpos’d  to  fatire. 

As  not  to  wallc  a  little  rage 
On  this  abiimiiiable  age? 

When  learning,  honelty,  and  merit. 

Love  of  our  country,  public  fpirit, 
Virtue,  fobriety,  frugality. 

Religion,  chaltity,  morality, 

The  precious  value  of  our  time. 

And  divers  other  words  that  rhime, 

:  Are  banifli’d  from  the  earth - what 

then  ? 

•Will  writing  bring  ’em  back  again  ? 

Our  author  then,  in  an  ironical  man¬ 
ner,  feems  to  palliate  the  prefent  rtign- 
[  inp  foibles  of  both  ftxes. — Of  this  wc 
I  give  a  fpecimen  afterwards. 


A  M  U  S  E  M  E  N  T.  ^75 

Sub  fiance  of  the  Arguments  made  ufe 
of  in  the  Houfe  oy  Commons  by  the 
Counftl  for  and  againjl  the  Book¬ 
sellers  .Bill. 

Sir  Jo«N  Dalrymple  againjl  the 
Bill. 

After  a  long  ,  preamble,,  sir  John 
went  into  the  hiftory  of  the  (latute 
of  queen  Anne;  infitted  on  it,  that 
bookfellers  well  knew,  from  the  palling 
of  that  ait,  that  there  was  no  common 
law-right,  and  therefore  their  plea  of 
having  been  deceived  by  ihe.dclcrmina- 
tion  ill  the  court  -.of  King’s-bench,  w-at 
exceedingly  fallacious  and  groundlefs. 
He  contrafted  the  bill  prepared  under 
Dr  Swift’s  aufpices,  with  the  prefent 
one;  fpokc  of  the  different  requifitions 
of  each,  gave  the  petitioners  the  title  of 
monopolies,  talked  of  the  general  bad 
tendency  of  monopolies,  and  what  abufe 
might  not  be  made  of  monopolies  if  in 
the  hands  of  unjuft  men.  He  had  himfelf 
in  the  houfe  of  lords  firft  mentioned  a 
new  bill,  but, he  meant  a  bill  of  compro- 
mife,  and  not  a  bill  of  oppofition.  If 
the  petitioners  had  applied  to  him,  he 
would  have  drawn  an  unobjectionable 
bill,  which  could  not  have  faded  of  fuc- 
cefs.  He  juftihed  the  extravagant  price 
of  Hawkefworah’s  Voyages,  although  he 
abuled  the  petitioners;  and  having  vent¬ 
ed  many  ill  -  natured  obfervations  on 
them,  he  deferibed  the  (late  of  the  coun¬ 
ter  petitioners,  enlarged  on  their  unfor¬ 
tunate  fitiiatioii,  and  was  extremely  co¬ 
pious  on  the  merits  of  his  client  Mr 
Donaldibn.  He  entered  into  a  deferip- 
tion  ot  the  mode  of  trading  ia  GlafgoW^ 
particularly  their  exportation  of  books, 
for  which,  be  declared,  they  gave  eigh¬ 
teen  or  twenty  months  credit ;  whereas 
if  they  fent  to, London  forEnglilh  edi¬ 
tions,  they  could  only  obtain  fix  months 
credit.  The  prefent  application,  he  laid, 
wafc  contrary  to  all  law  and  ail  ufage. 
In  the  w'orft  of  reigns  it  never  had  been 
attempted  to  alter  and  deftroy'the  eft'eCt  of 
K  decilion  of  a  fupreme  court  of  la  w.  That 
the  houfe,.  by  granting  the  prefent  bill, 
would  fanClify  an  tx  pojl  fado  law^ 
which  was  by  no  means  the  proper  ob¬ 
ject  of  Icgiflation.  He  had  obferved,  he’ 
laid,  that  it  w'as  ever  the  falhion  to  a- 
feribe  the  ill  of  the  times  to  fome  parti¬ 
cular  country.  In  the  reign  of  James  I. 
all  the  ill  came  from  Scotland;  in  the 
reign  of  Charles  1.  all  the  ill  .was.  fup- 
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pf>frd  tn  come  from  Spain ;  in  that  of 
II.  ali  the  ill  came  fiom  France; 
in  hat  of  William  all  the  ill  came  from 
H  Hand;  in  the  reigaof  George  II.  all 
the  ill  came  from  Hanover;  and  now 
the  circle  feemed  to  come  nnind,  and  aU 
the  ill  came  from  Scotland  again.  He 
could  not  conclude,  he  faid,  without 
clearing  up  a  point  refpcAing  himfeif. 
It  wax  generally  found,  that  the  argu- 
tnenth  of  a  counfel  went  a  great  way, 
cTpecially  if  he  was  an  honeli  man.  It 
had  been  thrown  out  againft  him,  that 
after  having  fold  the  copy  of  a  book, 
which  had  the  misfortune  univcrfally  to 
difplealr,  although  it  was  univcrfally 
read,  which  had  been  faidjto  have  been 
printed  under  the  patronage  of  kings 
and  jntnifters,  Hlthongh  it  was  never  feen 
l>v  either  till  it  was  printed;  of  this 
book  he  was  charged  with  having  fold 
thr  perpetual  and  exclufive  right  of  mul¬ 
tiplying  the  ropy  for  aooo  I.  and  imme* 
diaielv  afterwards  taking  an  part 

to  dtOrov  the  value  of  the  very  proper¬ 
ly  which  he  had  fo  difpofed  of.  This 
infu'.uatiou  was,  he  faid,  at*  falfe  as  it 
was  fc.in<lalous;  for  that,  immediately 
filttr  the  dccift  m  in  the  houfc  of  lords, 
be  went  to  Mr  Cacldel  and  t(4d  him, 
that  if  any  loft  accrued  from  the  event 
of  the  decili**n,  he  would  fuflain  it  him¬ 
feif,  and  would  not  fuffer  it  to  fall  on 
Mr  Caddtl.  '  •  '  -  * 

J\Ir  Murphy  again/}  the  Bill. 

Among  nther  arguments  made  ufr 
by  M**  Murphy  in  favour  of  the 
c«»uiiter  petitioners,  refpetfting  the  book- 
fellers  bill,  ‘verc  the  following He  be* 
gan  with  obfervini?,  thU  the  bill  prayed 
for  was  a  very  extraordii  ary  attempt  to 
defeat  the  laudab’e  and  fuccefsful  endea¬ 
vours  of  an  inuividu..!  to  obtain  com- 
moii  jutlice;  »he  plea  urged  by  the  pt- 
fitior>er.,  he  affi.med,  was  repuj^naat  to 
every  principle  of  law:  that  there  was 
no  maxim  m  re  general,  no  maxim  fo 
tiotoriouny  inviolable  a?  that  the- igno¬ 
rance  (‘f  the  law  could  not  l>c  urged  or 
received  as  a  palbativr  or  an  cxcufe  ; 
the  nctiiii>ners,  lx*  obferved,  were  re- 
nnark  iblr  for  miftaking  the  Uw;  two  of 
the  or,  lomc  time  bnee,  employed  one 
G  irney,  a  iliort-hrttid  wptcr  from  the 
O  t  Bolty,  to  lake  dowoi.  a  farce  uni* 
tsiially  apprt»\ed  t>f,  and  much  f  allow- 
40:  tlii>  fucc  was  called  Lrvt  a^la- 
and  Mr.Miickiiu^  ihc  auUio*  oftt^ 


found  It  his  intcreft  to  kce0  the  copy  iiy 
his  ch/fet,  and  not  to  publilh  it^'but 
two  of  the  petitioners  taking  a  liking  to 
It,  accomodated  Mr  Gurney  with  a  con»' 
venient  leat  in  the  (hilling  gallery  of  thc^ 
theatre,  on  one  of  the  riignts  on  which 
it  was  adted,  and;  in  a  periodical  puoli- 
cation,  the  hrit  a6t  was  foon  afterwards 
retailed.  Mr  Macklin  remonhrated  to 
the  two  petitioners  on  the  illegality  of 
their  condud,  and  the  unfairneU  of  pi¬ 
rating  an  unpublifhed  copy;  the  only 
anfwer  be  could  get  was,  that  it  was 
their  property;  they  had  purchafed  it 
of  Mr  Gurney  fur  two  guineas/  and 
thertfoic  they  had  a  right  to  print  it* 
Mr  Macklin  applied  to  the  court  of 
chancery,  an  injuudion  was  immediate¬ 
ly  granted  by  lord  Nortbington,  and 
that  injundion  was  made  perpetual  by 
the  lords  commiflioners  of  the  great  (cal 
in  1770.  At  length,  therefore,  the  pc^ 
fitioners  were  convinced  that  they  had 
miftaken  the  law.  A  cafe  in  point  oc^ 
curred  to  him:  a  few  days  ago  Mr  Ty- 
(on,  the  legal  claimant  to  an  cftatci 
brought  his  adion  of  recovery  agatnft 
Mr  Clarke,  who  had  been  thirty  years 
in.undiituibed  poifedion  of  it;  the  mat¬ 
ter  was  tried  in  the  common  pleas^ 
w’heic  tbs  claim  wa«  made  good,  and 
the  ^uiy  gave  a  verdid  for  the  claimant  t 
theie  could  be  no  doubt  but  Mr  Clarke 
\v(»uld  be  very  ghid  to  obtain  an  ad  of 
parliament  giving  him  fourteen  or  twen¬ 
ty-one  years  further  poifedion.  If  a 
bill,  immediately  granting  relief  to  thole 
who  had  bought  an  etlate,  which  was 
clearly  difcovcrablc  to  have  no  title,  paf»- 
(ed  into  a  law',  the  table  of  the  ^houft 
would  be  loaded  perpetually  with  pett- 
tioi  8  of  a  (imilar  naiure  with  that  oi'  ihf 
bookfellcrs,  and  tbc-wh('le  bu(incfh  of 
the  ledion  w(»uld  be  to  remedy  ihc-lofl'cS 
incurred  bv  igno>ancc  and  folly. 

The  prefeut  bill,  he  faid,  was  a  mono¬ 
poly  of  the  wot  ft  kind,  for  it  invaded  * 
the  rights  of  the  public,  without  any  o- 
rigmaTclaitn,  power,  or  authority  what* 
ever.  He  remarked,  that  no  ground 
whatever  could  lur  ft  itcd,  nor  cafe  madcj 
fiidivient  to  balance  the  n>aniftft’iujuf* 
lie«  4»f  diverting  the  public  of  that  right, 
w  hich  cvciy  man  legally  intitied  to,  to 
print  and  publiih  a. I  work  not  prr  teded 
by  the  Aatute,  and  transferring  it  into 
the  hand-^  <»f  a  few  overgrown  monopo* 
lifts,  w'h'>fe  principal’ argf. no*  nt  fo  rei»<f 
is,  that  they  have  tifurped  a  pr  operty 
which  they  never  bad  the  moft 
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right,  and  come  now  to  parliament  to 
confirm  them  in  their  unjuft  ufurpation. 

The  reft  of  Mr  Murphy*8  argumcnti 
were  nearly  to  the  fame  ptirport  as  thofc 
maile  ufe  of  by  Sir  John  Dalrymple* 

yi/r  Mansfield  y^r  Me  Bill.  . 

Mr  Mansfield  opened  his  fpeech  with 
a  defeription  of  the  purport  of  the 
bill,  its  tendency  to  relieve  the  peti¬ 
tioners,  and  give  a  further  time  to  au¬ 
thors  than  the  term  allotted  by  the  loth 
of  queen  Anne:  He  then  entered  upon 
a  reply  to  the  objedions  advanced  by 
the  pounfel  for  the  counter- petitioners 
ill  lubftance  as  follows : 

**  My  clients,  Sir,  have  been  treated 
by  the  learned  gentlemen  on’ the  other 
tide  with* every  teim  of  reproach  which 
their  ingenuity  could  frame.  They 
have  held  them  up  as  oppreiTors  of  their 
poor  brethren,  as  members  of  an  illegal 
combination,  and  as  then  ever  ready  to 
put  in  pra^cc  any  thing,  however  cruel, ^ 
however  criminal,  if  it  promoted,  or  was 
likely  to  promote,  their  own  intereft. 
Witnefles  have  been 'called  '  to  prove 
theft  aflertions ;  but,  after  a  long  exa¬ 
mination,  it  hah  been  found  imp(«flibl^ 
to  adduce  one  tittle  of  evidence  to  fup- 
poit  (he  matters  alledged  againft  the  pe* 
titioners:  on  the  contrary,  thofc  who 
have  been  txamined  at  your  bar,  have 
rather  illabUftud  than  . dtffroycd  theif 
merit.  Mr  Merril,  indeed,  did  nut  fully 
rpeak  his  mind.  Mr  Merril  knew.  Sir, 
that  the  fubfeription  ei.tcred  into  by  the 
petitioners  was  for  the  putpofc  of  buy¬ 
ing  up  tuch  Scots  editions  of  thofe  co¬ 
pies  which  they  conceived- to  be  their 
properly,  and  which  the  country  book- 
fellers  had  ignorantly  ta|icn  from  the  pi 
rat'cal  printer.  The  petitioners  might 
have  put  the  country  br  oklellers  to  great 
expcnce.  by  commencing  profccutions : 
inlte^d  of  that,  Sir,  they  were  unwilling 
to  trample  on  the'faUen:  they  raifed  a 
purfir  to  indemnify  thofc  who  had  got 
Scots  editions,  and  out  of  this  piirfe  they 
aid  them  for  thofc  editions.  This,  Sir# 
^as  their '  opnrtflion — this  was  their 
ruelty.  The  Itarned  advocate  has  gone 
great  way  to  fu^  port  his  clients.  He 
as  drawn  Scc'tland  into  the  tcrape,  and 
s  brought  one  bpokicllcr  from  Glaf- 
ow»,  to  prove  the  magnitude  of  the  cx- 
<  rt  trade  of , that  city.  This  evidence, 
r,  told  you,  that  of  late  years  that  city 
ported  books  to  the  amount  of  io,ooci. 
r  annum,  I  defired  he  might  be  aik* 


cd  who  were  the  exporters  ?  He  told  os. 
the  bookicllers  of  Glafgow.  He  was 
aiked  how  many?  and  I  expeefted  to 
have  found  that  looo  perfons  dealt  for 
the  enormous  fum  of_  lol  a-year  each, 
but  the  witnefs  fays  only  a  few:  and 
when  afked,  if  thofe  few  dealt  for 
io,ocoK?  he  fays,  they  and  their  con- 
ntdUons.  Now,  Sir,  their  cenneitions 
is,  1  conftfs,  a  happy  exprefllon,  though 
fomewhat  unintelligible.  Docl  the  wit¬ 
nefs  mean  the  butcher,  the  baker,  the 
draper,  the  taylor,  the  hufitr,  the  bar¬ 
ber,  and  the  waiherwoman  of  the  book- 
fellers  he  alludes  to?  For  I  pretume  thef 
ve  all  conue^ed  with  them.  The  wiN 
nefs  told  yOu  that  the  Glafgow  mer¬ 
chants  exported  fome  London  books; 
and  fome'  of  thofe,  he  confefled,  were 
pirated  eiditions,  with  the  names  of  the 
London  bookfelicrs  affixed  to  their  titlt- 
pag**^- 

**  An  attempt  has  been  made  to  infi- 
nuate  that  the  petitioners  arc  nationally 
prejudiced  agSinft  the’Scots-bookfilleri. 
Sir,  1  will  not  think  fo  degradingly  of 
this  houfe,  as  to  fuppofe  that  the  mem- 
ber»  of  it  can  be  influenced  by  any  pre^ 
judice.  Difticfs  is  ot  no  country.  This 
houfe  wilt  only  confidcr  if  the  petitioners 
are  men  in  diftrefs ;  and  if  they  find 
them  10,  as  1  truft  they  will,  they  will 
doubtlefs  grant  tlicm  relief. 

'  **  Another  matter  inged  againft  the 
petitioners  is,  that  they  are  proprietors 
of  the  nevs- papers.  Some  of  the  peti¬ 
tioners,  Sir,  have  fharcs  in  the  public 
prints;  1o  have  t'evcral  country  gentle** 
men ;  but  they  have  no  more  to  do  with 
the  printing  and  diredion  of  thofe  pa- 

r'rrs  than  you.  Sir,  fitting  in  your  chair- 
do  not  wonder  at  the  learned  advo¬ 
cate’s  being  lotd  its  reprehending  th^ 
news-papers.  No  language  can  be  to(> 
fcverc,  too  opprobrious  for  them,  Sir. 
They  not  only  attack  the  charaders  of 
king,  lords,  and  commons;  but,  Sir^ 
they  have  the  infoicnee  to  traduce  au¬ 
thors  and  their  produdions.  Even  that 
learned,  that  admired  volume,  that  pro-* 
digy  of  hiftorical  merit,  the  Memoirs  of 
Great  Britain,  has  not  efcaped  their  ma¬ 
lice.  Sir,  they  hive  dared  to  queftion 
the  veracity  of  that  renowned  hiftorian  f 
and  after  (uch  daring,  can  any  thing  tou 
virulent  be  urged  againft  them  ? 

“  A  furl  he/  objedfon  made  to  my 
clients  is,  that  they  have  excluded' the 
counter-petitioners  from  their  tales  a^ 
the  QtfcciiT  Arms  and  Globe  Taverns^ 
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'You  have  learned  by  the  evidence  exa- 
Tiiincd  on  this  point,  that  thofe  they  did 
exclude  were  notorious  for  felling  pira¬ 
ted  editions;  and,  Sir,  1  will  tell  you-a 
further,  and  the  true  reafon  for  exclud¬ 
ing  the  counter-petitioners:  the  fales 
.arc  upon  credit  from  three  months  to 
three  years:  Now,  if  the  poor  part  of 
the  trade  were  admitted,  as  the  fales  are 
by  auction,  they  might  bid  and  buy  to  a 
large  amount;  they  m^ight  make  imme¬ 
diate  advantage  of  their  purchafe.;  and, 
when  the  day  of  payment  canoe,  the 
rroprict(jr  of  the  file  might  look  in  vain 
tor  his  money :  the  keeper  of  a  chand¬ 
ler's  ihop  might  have  quitted  trade,  and 
the  retailer  of  books  on  a  wall  might 
have  moved  his  quarters. 

“  Agrctt  argument  has  been  made 
by  the  gentlemen  of  the  other  fide,  of 
>lr  Donaldfon’s  public  fpirit,  of  his  great 
*patriot»fm,  and  the  abundant  fcale  of  his 
merit.  Sir,  linking  as  that  fcale  is  with 
its  weight,  I  will  contribute  tg  its  pre- 
ponder.ation.  Patriot  Donaldfon,  Sir, 
•has  Itill  greater  aiti  ibutes  than  his  coun- 
fel  has  given  him.  He  is  not  onlv,  as 
they  have  dtlcribtd  him,  an  excellent 
printer,  and  an  admired  bookfeller;  but, 
.Sir,  he  is  more ;  he  is  the  rival  of  the 
famed  Euftathius ;  he  is.  Sir,  an  editor 
.and  a  cornmenialor :  he  has  refined 
upon  the*cdiiion  of  Pope’s  H  jmer,  pub- 
Tilhed  by  the  poet  himltlf,  by  expunging 
no  lefs  than  23,851  lines  from  the  notes; 
Tnefe  lines  commentator  Donaldfon 
thought  unncceffary,  and  therefore  he 
ieft  them  out  of  the  edition  1  now  hold 
in  my  hand.  Perhap'<,  Sir,  mean  fpirits 
may  fay,  that  it  would  nut  have  been 
lefi»  honefi,  it  he  had  fpccified  in  the  title 
Nvhat  was  omitted,  and  given  the  unwa¬ 
ry  purchafer  fomc  intimation  of  the  dif- 
appointment  he  was  to  meet  with  in 
Vcruling  the  book:  but  the  fa€t  is  as  I 
Jaavc  ftated  it. 

“  It  has  been  ftrongly  contefted  on 
'the  fide  of  the  counter-petitioners,  that 
vhe  petitioners  were  not  at  all  miilaken 
•rei  pelting  the  non-cxiftence  of  a  common- 
1  iw  right;  and  that  the  decifion  of  the 
-fling’s  Bench  did  not  deceive  them,  Sir, 
from  the  immenfe  fum,  full  one  hundred 
thouland  pounds,  expended  in  copy¬ 
right.  It  is  evident  that  they  did  mif- 
ovinceivc;  and  1  do  not  wonder  at  it, 
when  1  recolledt,  that  the  higheft  court 
of  iaw  in  VVeftminfter-hall  equally  mif- 
conccivtd  it ;  and  that  five  of  the  judges, 
when  giving  their  opinion  in  the  houfc 
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of  lords,  immediately  previous  to  Ihc 
late  determination,  were  alfo  of  the  fam^ 
fentiments:  but,  Sir,  I  will  add  to  thefe 
a  (till  greater  authority,  the  authority  of  ; 
comrnentator  Donaldfon:  for,  Sir,  it 
follows  naturally,  that  he  cither  was  ve¬ 
ry  ill  advifed,  or  that  he  and  his  advifers 
thought  all  along  that  there  did  exi(t  a 
cimimon  law  right,  utherwife,  inltead  of 
his  l>eing  harraOed  with  thirteen  fuits, 
he  need  only  have  been  troubled  with 
one.  It  wa^  in  his  power,  Sir,  to  have 
put  in  his  anfwcr,  and  brought  the  ques¬ 
tion  to  a  final  decifion  within  the  fpace 
of  one  year,  and  .it  the  fmall  expence  of  f 
one  hundred  pounds.  This  is  a  faft  not  / 
to  be  difpiited,  Sir.;  and  it  is  evident 
from  this  great  patriot,  this  learned 
commentator’s  .purfuing  a  difi'erent  line 
of  condud,  that  he  did  not  dream  that 
he  was  warranted  in  printing  thebooki. 
he  publiihed,  but  that  he  thought  it 
worth  his  while  to.,piint  on,  and  fnatch 
up  (uch  advantages  as  he  could  gaiut 
previous  to  the  poffibilily  of  the  copy- 
holders  being  able  to  get  proof  fufificient 
to  ground  a  prayer  to  the.court  of  chan¬ 
cery  lor  an  injii nation.  The  proftcu- 
tions  then  lo  tremenduoivfly  dated  were 
all  «)f  Mr  Donaldfcri’s  feeking:  He  had 
no  body  to  blame  for  them  but  himfclf; 
and  it  is  evident  he  thought,  as  w^ell  ai 
the  .pelitioner>,  th»at  there  did  exid  4 
common-law  right.  Bcfidcsthis,  1  have 
in  my  hand  an  authority which  will, 

1  doubt  not,  be  admitted  on  the  other 
fide.  It  is  a  letter.  Sir,  from  a  great  au¬ 
thor  to  a  learned  judge,  complaining  of 
the  piratical  practices  of  Scots  and  Iriih. 
bookfcllers.  This  proves  that  the  peti¬ 
tioners  alone  were  not  without  reafon 
jealous  of  the  Scots  printers.  This  let¬ 
ter  (peaks  the  language  of  the  heart:  it 
defcrlbes  things  as  they  are:  it  wears 
no  artificial  drefs:  it  differs.  Sir,  cxceed- 
ingiy  from  the  Ijght  in  which  the  learn¬ 
ed  advocate  on  the  other  fide  has  painted 
the  printers  of  Giafgow ;  it  records  not 
their  glory  ;  it  only  fpeaks  of  their  pecu- 
lati4)n. 

“  Jt  hath  been  urged,  that  laying  the 
trade  of  printing  open  would  be  of  ler- 
vice  to  letters,  and  of  fcrvicc  to  the  pub¬ 
lic.  1  deny  both  pofitions.;  and  I  have 
by  me  letters  of  Mr  Hume,  Dr  Hurdt 
Dr  Robertfun,  Dr  Beattie,  and  other 

•  A  letter  fent  fome  time 

from  Sir  John  Dairy mplc  io 

Blackftone.  *  ,  " 

••  • 
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tenters  of  eftablifhed  reputation,  con- 
faining  the  warmeft  wiihes  to  the  peti¬ 
tioners,  lamenting  the  late  dccifion  of 
the  hoiife  of  peers  as  fatal  to  literature, 
and  hoping  that  the  bookfcllers  might 
get  fpeedy  relief.  To  prove  that  laying 
printing  open  veould  be  a  public  fcrvicc, 
the  learned  advocate  has  told  you,  that 
he  law  an  edition  of  Thomfon’s  Seafons 
fold  for  three-pence  in  Scotland*  Con- 
hdering  the  price  of  paper,  of  types,  and 
the  manual  labour,  you.  Sir,  will  judge 
what  fort  of  an  edition  this  muft  have 
been.  Sir,  authors  muft  fiiudder  at 
what  may  happen  to  their  works,  if  the 
printing  trade  continues  open.  Ignorant 
and  carclefs  printers  may  totally  reverfe 
tlieir  meanings,  and  deftroy  the  force  of 
their  arguments.  I  tremble,  Sir,  for  the 
fate  of  the  learned  author  of  the  Memoirs 
of  Great  Britain.  May  not  his  work  be 
mutilated,  tranfpofed,  and  altered  ?  May 
We  not  hereafter  fee  the  name  of  Baril- 
lon  fubftituted' for  that  of  Sidney  ?  and 
may  not  the  infamous  creature  of  a  mi- 
nifter  be  held  upas  the  moft  dilintcrefted* 
and  abicft  patriot  thV^  country  ever  knew. 
Sir,  if  the  trade  continues  open,  not  on¬ 
ly  authors,  but  bookfellers  and  printers, 
will  fulTtr.  Already  is  the  deftruftion 
of  fome  of  the  latter  working.  I  have 
information  here,  that  there  are  now  in 
the  prefs  in  Scotland  no  Icfs  than  five  or 
fix  different  editions  of  Young’s  works. 
This,  Sir,  is  the  copy  of  a  letter  from 
Mr  Creech,  bookfcllcr  in  Edinburgh, 
lie  fays,  that  in  every  little  town  there 
is  now  a  printing-prefs.  Cobiers  have 
thrown  away  their  inu/,  weavers  have 


difmifTcd  their  Jhuttle^  to  commence 
printers.  The  country  is  over-run  wiilv 
a  kind  of  literary  packmen,  who  ramble 
from  town  to  town  felling  books.  Ir> 
the  little  inconfiderablc  town  of  Falkirk 
there  is  now  fet  up  a  printing-prefs;  and 
that  there  . are  feveral  editions  of  the 
fame  book  carrying  on  in  Berwick-upon- 
Tweed,  in  Edinburgh,  in  Glafgow,  in 
Dumfries,  and  in  A^rdcen.*  The  con¬ 
tinuing  printing  an  unreftrained- trade 
will  be  of  infinite  mifehief.  It  is  a  trade 
of  fo  peculiar  a  nature,  that  it  can  be 
compared  to  no  other.  It  muft* be  go¬ 
verned  by  rules  of  its  own ;  and'it'ouift 
of  ncceflity  he  reftrained  within  fome 
compafs.  Mr  Donaldfoii  has  no  right  to 
fay  that  this  bill  is  injurious  to  his  inte- 
reft.  He  has  already  every  advantage  a 
reafonable  man  can  wifh.  This  bill  doea 
not  preclude  the  fale  of  his  large  ftock.' 
He  tells  yon  he  has  expended  50,000  • 

in  printing.  This  bill  infures  him  a  fa!e»’ 
and  infures  likewife  that  he  Dull  have  no 
competitor  in  the  market.  Is  not  this  » 
real  and  a  fubftantial  benefit?  The  peti¬ 
tioners,  Sir,  have  every  plea  to  urge  ira, 
their  behalf;  but  their  claim  to  relief  ia. 
fo  felf-evident,  that  I  (hall  not  trouble* 
the  houfc  with  a  long  examination  of* 
witneflTes.  When  my  learned  coadjutor 
concludes  bis  argument,  I  (hall  only  call, 
one  evidence  to  prove  that  their  petitiou* 
is  incontravertibly  truc.**^ 

Mr  Hctt,  the  other  counfel  for  the. 
London  bookfellers,  coincided  with  Mr 
Mansfield,  and  concluded  with  warml/. 
urging  the  plea  of  the  petitioners. 
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May  19. — to%^\ 
TURKEY  AND  RUSSIA. 

Conjlantinople^  April 

HIS  highnefs,  after confidcrably  re¬ 
inforcing  his  army,  has  turned  all 
IS  th.uighf  8  upon  hib  marine ;  befides  the 
ew  built  (hips,  feveral  foreign  ones  have 
cen  bought  and  armed.  The  Ottoman 
ect  will  be  divided  into  two  divifiods, 
le  ftrongeft  of  which  will' go  out  of  the 
ardanelles,  and  cruize  in  the  Black  Sea. 
rhe  Porte  has  freighted  fome  fmall  vef- 
which  ore  to  cairy  tiic  troops  fur 


landing,  which  arc  deftined  both  for  the 
Archipelago,  and  for  a  new  expedition  iiv 
the  Crimea,  and  alfo  to  reinforce  the  gar- 
rifon  of  Oczakow..  The  Scrafkier  of 
the  laft  mentioned  place  will  1^  able^ 
with  thefe  additional  troops,  to  make  a 
divcrfion  in  Bcfifarabi/r.  Peace  it  no 
Ibnger  talked  of  Here,  and*  the  govern¬ 
ment  are  doing  their  utmoft  to  carry  on 
the  war  with  vigour. 

**  The  aoth  of  laft  mouthy  Mr  Mor« 
rty,  antbaflador  from  the  king  of  Great 
Britain,  received  an  extraordinary'  cou« 
tier  from  hit  court,  which  occafioned 
much  fpeculation  among  our  politioiant^ 
who,  as  the  public  wiih  for  an  end  of 
vtUf  pfeunded  Ihil  conridr  wan 


charged  witK  difpatchcs,  relative  to  frcHi 
negotiations  for  a  peace.  However,  it 
is  thought  no*  peace  will  be  concluded 
between  the  belligerent  powers  before 
the  end  of  the  next  campaign. 

“  It  is  reported  that  the  Nogias  Tar¬ 
tars  have  made  an  incurfion  into  Rufba, 
and  taken  an  nfiiccr  and  300  men.” 

ConJJj/JtinopIfi  10.  “  The 

grand  fi^iuior  has  given  orders  to  the 
captain  Pacha,  who  coinmatids  on  the 
lilack  Sea,  to  attempt  the  rect  very  of  the 
city  of  Afoph,  wliich  is  now'  in  the  pof- 
feifion  ('f  the  Mofeovites.  Great  prepa¬ 
rations  have  been  making  firr  this  expe¬ 
dition,  the  largtft  of  the  Ragiilan  auxi¬ 
liary  Ihips  being  employed  in  the  fervice, 
and  four  ftont  new  fliips  which  were 
btiilt  here  under  the  infpedtion  of  foinc 
French  Ibip-buildtrs.  Three  veflels  be¬ 
longing  to  the  RuflTnn  fquadron  under 
M.  Kijtgfbergen  in  the  Black  Sea,  have 
been  lately  taken  and  brought  in  here.’* 

ITALY. 

Lfghor>2t  .4prtl  14,  “  All  the  ftates 

of  Italy  are  making  preparations  of  war, 
.and  particularly  Venice.  Immenfe  ma¬ 
gazines  arc  forming  in  his  Sardinian  ma- 
jelly’s  dominions;  his  army  at  this  time 
confifts  of  above  100,000  men.  The 
Switzers,  on  the  other  hand,  do  not  fie- 
gled  to  be  on  their  guard;  and  the  re¬ 
port  feems  to  gain  ground  every  day, 
that  the  courts  of  Vienna,  Verfaillcs,  and 
Turin,  are  abfolutcly  about  to  divide 
the  united  cantons  between  them.” 

S  P  A  J  N. 

Malagsit  /^pril  10.  “  A  (hip  from 

Ireland,  capt.  Matriford,  who  is  juft  put 
in  here, '  informs  us,  that  about  fifty 
leagues  from  this  port  he  was  ftopped  by 
three  Spanilh  men  of  war,  one  of  which 
boifted  out  her  boat  and  boarded  him, 
when  they  took  the  greateft  part  of  his 
provifions.  See.  They  examined  the  car¬ 
go,  and  after  ufing  the  captain  and  his 
crew  very  ill,  they  fnffered  the  velTcl  to 
proceed  on  her  voyage.” 

Madrid ^  April  17.  “  It  is  now'  the 
abfolutc  and  avowed  intention  of  this 
court  to  take  part  againft  the  Ruffians 
in  the  Medilcnanean ;  and  For  that  pur- 
pofe  arc  the  fqaadrons  intended  which 
iiive  been  fitted  out  at  Cadiz  and  Se¬ 
ville,  that  which  w’as  fitted  out  at  Fer- 
rol  having  failed  for  the  Weft-ladies. 


Orders  have  been  fent  to  the  two  firft 
mentioned  places  to  rail'c  4060  feamca 
immediately  to  man  thefe  fqnadrons. 
Thisrefolution  caufed  much  amazement) 
as  it  was  the  opinion  of  moft  people,  that 
if  Spain  fhould  take  no  arms,  it  would 
be  in  favour  of  the  Ruifians.’’ 

W  E  S  T-I  N  DIES. 

Extras  of  a  letter  from  a  gentleman^ 
pajfenger  on  hoard  a  J/o'ip,  John 
Evans  viajidr^  bound  from  Khcfde 
Jfland  t'}  Jamaica^  dated  Turks 
hlanJy  Fi  ih.  ao.  to  a  friend'at  Ne^si^ 
Torko 

“  In  going  through  the  paflTage  yefter 
day,  we  difeovered  a  man  of  war  in  the 
road,  and  a  boat  in  the  offing,  having 
eight  armed  men  in  her;  Ihe  boarded 
us,  and  informed  us  h  was  a  (loop  of 
war’s  boat,  and  demanded  the  captain’s 
papers,  who  readily  delivered  them.*— • 
After  much  abufe  and  ill  language  from 
the  officer,  he  ordered  the  (loop  to  tow 
the  boat  up  to  Turks  Iftand.  The 
captain,  and  a  nunaber  of  gentlemea 
and  ladies,  paflengers  on  board,  reafon 
ed  and  expoftulated  with  the  officer  u 
pon  the  hardfhip  and  inconveniency  of 
the  delay,  as  one  of  the  ladies  was  very 
near  her  time,  6cc.  W'hich  produced  no¬ 
thing  but  fcurrilous  language;  the  man 
they  ordered  to  the  helm  was  fi^rced 
therefrom  by  the  captain;  the  officer 
then  ordered  his  men  in  the  boat  to  fire 
upon  thofe  on  the  quarter  dec^,  which 
they  inftantly  obeyed,  and  (hot  Mr  Fin- 
later,  a  gentleman  planter  on  the  ifland 
of  Jamaica,  through  the  body.  The’ftoop 
they  brought  into  the  road,  and  the  cap¬ 
tain  and  mate  were  detained  on  board 
all  night,  but  the  next  day  were  rtleafed, 
and  permitted  to  proceed  on  their  voy¬ 
age.  The  I'urgeon  drelfcd  Mr  Finlater’s 
wounds,  and  behaved  with  politeneft 
but  it  is  doubtful  whether  he  will  rcco 
ver.” 

St  Kitts t  March  a.  “  The  Lynx 
(loop  of  war,  by  w’hich  I  convey  thefe 
few  lines  to  you,  is  diipatchcd  from 
hence  with  letters  of  importance  from 
his  excellency  Sir  Ralph  Payne,  and  ad¬ 
miral  Parry,  to  the  minifters  ot 
touching  a  claim  which  the  governor  of 
Porto  Rico  has  lately  made  of  Crab  Iftand# 
which  inoft  indubitably  belongs  to  ibe 
crown  of  Great  Britain,  and  conftitutes 
a  part  of  his  excellency’s  governnpeoh 
This  claim,  it  is  prefumed,  ^ 
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tnade  in  conffc^uenc^  of  the  captain  gc*  princes  who  die  of  the  fmall-pox.^  Xh^ 
iieval  anil  acjmirarr.  having  vilitcd'tnis  bilhop  of  Sclis,  firft  altnoner  to  his  ma*. 
in  :n(l  ab.>ut  fourteen  days  ago,  as  under  jefty,  attended  the  procdlion  upon  this 
tneir  cotniiund,  atifinled  by  the  whole  occalion. 


It  is  '4 


Iquadron  upiin  thi.s  (taiion. 
ifiaiid,  but  as  yci  unlcitlcd.’* 

A  lil  E  R  I  C  A. 


E'xtrnfi  a  letter  from  a  gentlevian 
in  Charles  to  wn  (  Sj?uth^Curolina  ) 
to  his  friend  in  AVau-Tori,  dateJ 
Alurch  1 8. 

“  1  ant  with  you  truly  forry  that  our 
fons  of  liberty  have  fallen  IlKirt  of  their 
refolutioM-;  refptding  the  re-exportation 
of  the  Etft  India  company’s  tea.  I 
fancy  they  did  not  recoikd  that  it 
vvi-ukl  be  liable  to  a  fei/ore  after  the 
twenty  days  expired,  in  order  to  tecure 
the  duty.  It  is  iniw  Twealfrig  in  one  of 
the  vaults  under  ojir  exchange;  and  tho* 
our  people  may  not  have  it  in  jheir  pow¬ 
er  to  offer  it  as  a  burnl-ofFtring,  the 
proprietors  or  crown  may  not  be  advan¬ 
taged  by  this  finefle,  as  the  tea  will  in  a 
little  lime  be  worth  fcarcely  any  thing  ; 
for  I  am  told  that  one  of  the  officers, 
xi^ho  latily  vlliled  its  abode,  declared 
that  there  appealed  fnch  a  dampnefs  a- 
loongft  the  cluUs  as  mull  foon  luin  it. 
Whether  this  w»el  has  been  ailihcially 
conveyed,  time  only  can  difeover.” 

Postscript  Foreign  History. 

IVarfanv^  '4pril  30.  “  According  to 

litters  bom  Moldavia,  the  Ruffians  arc 
on  their  march  into'Walachia,  and  fince 
the  iith  ult.  hx  regimeniK  have  taken 
the  rout  of  Jaffy  to  Bender,  the  torti- 
heatioiis  of  which  are  augmenting,  and 
conhvlerabic  magizines  are  forriiing. — 
^'he  army  of  prince  Dolgorucki,  wliich 
has  paffed  the  winter  in  the  government 
of  Kiovia,  and  has  an  eye  *0  t!»c  C»’i- 
fnea,  is  to  march  to  Bog.  We  arc  affn- 
red  iha*  his  army  is  to  tipen  the  tienchcs 


Par  if  y  May  16.  “  Immediately  af¬ 
ter  the  deccafe  of  the  king,  the  friars  of 
the  royal  monaffery  of  St  Bernard,  near 
the  Thuillcrics,  were  fent  for  by  the  great 
aim  Her  of  France  to  pray  day  and  night 
by  the  body  of  the  king,  till  it  was  re¬ 
moved  to  St  Denis. — The  abbe  Terrayi^ 
comptroller  general  of  the  finances,  has^ 
by  the  king’*  orders,  paid  a6o,ooo livr'rcs 
tothcpricfts  of  the  fevcral  parilhes  of 
this  city,  to  be  diftributed  among  the 
poor,”  '  . 

ENGLAND. 

London,  May  14. — to  ai. 

By  a  letter  from  Lcghoin  there  is  ad-; 
vice,  thAt  four  Rulliayi,  and  fix  Turkilh 
men  of  war>  have  iiad  an  engagement  ia 
the  Archipelago,  and,  after  a  very  ob« 
itiuaie  contefi,  iol'  the  latter  were 
burnt,  and  a  third  funk;  the  Other  three,' 
after  loling  the  gieateft  part  of  their 
crews,  were  obliged  to  yield  to  the  Ruf¬ 
fians. 

Letters  from  Cagliari,  dated  April  i. 
fay,  “  We  have  received  advice  here, 
that  a  Ruffian  frigate  of  31  guns  had 
been  luff  on  the  cball  of  B'aibary,  and 
ihc  crew  perifhed;  and  that  feventeca 
Blips,  of  different  nations,  haff  bcenloffc 
in  a  (iorm  011  the  coalls  of  Italy.” 

They  write  from  Madrid,  that  orders 
have  been  fciil  to  the  Spanifh  goveriiora 
in  the  Mediterranean,  not  to  luffer,  for. 
the  future,  any  Ruffian  ihips  of  war,  on 
any  pretence  whatever,  to  caft  anchor 
in  I  hole  leas  belonging 'to  the  court  of 
Spain, 

We  Icafn  from  Copenhagen,  that  his 
majefly  has  refol  ved,  and  already  given  or- 
dcisto  unite  the  Baltic  with  the  German 
ocean,  by  navigable  rivers  through  his 


b'.f  irc  O  aikovv  the  beginning  of  May.  new  piffiffionbiin  the dutchics  of  SIcfwic 


It  is  laid  that  gcnt'al  Loffow  has.  en¬ 
tered  Samogitia  with  a  corp»  of  Pruffian' 
troops.” 

Per  failles^  May  ij.  “  After  the 
Ia?e  .ling’s  death,  the  princes  and  prin- 
of  the  blood  h.^d  the  h  mour  to 
pay  their  homage  irr  the  king  Louis  XVI. 
ills  giandion,  and  li.  the  quetn. the 
lath  inffuit  in  t  lecvenuig,  the  Corps  of 


and  Holfiein.  He  bat  like  wife  appoint¬ 
ed  a  committee  to  execute  that  plan, 
cnnfiftmg  of  the  ableft  minifters;  and 
prince  Charles  of  Heffc  Caffel,  as  the 
prefident  of  that  committee,  is  invrffed 
with  full  authority  to  adopt  the  belt 
meafures  c  ncerning  this  great  affair: 
a  plan  which  will  be  ot  uncommon  be¬ 
nefit  to  the  commerce  of  Great  Britain, 


the  late  king  w’ai*  ca'rred  whboat  cc»e-'  F»ance*and  Hollandf  and  will  enrich. the 
mury  to  St  Denis  as  ig  cufiucQary  tor  inuabiUuU  of  thole  two*  dutchics,  tai 
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inuft  of  conrfe  Icflcn  his  majefty’s  reve¬ 
nues  upon  the  Suuud,  and  mull  become 
greatly  dctrimci.lal  lu  lus  rubjeCts  then*. 

'I'hc  tmilme  ot  iht  French  mimitty.is 
fald  t«>  hr  kttlcd.  M  nlatnc  lU»ie  ic- 
liicd  to  the  co'ivrni  ul  Sciib,  ol  vn  hich 
the  late  loid  l>olmgbn  kc’s  iadyV  filler 
is  .thbels.  Fhc  dulic  d’Aigniilmi  i<  dii- 
nufTtd.  The  liukc  de  Mivrrnoib,  M.  de 
^lamcpas,  and  IVl.  de  Callric.'i,  arc  the 
aCtinj;  mitiilteis.  'Fhey  arc  nut  yet  named 
to  any  otiiecf,  but  they  arc  a  Cv)jneil  uJ 
int:rifUy  Ihrof.^h  vvhoic  hands  all  bnli- 
iitls  p«lle.''.  lliC  duke  de  C-liuifciu  is 
laid  to  br  the  ad  viler  and  nianat;er  ot 
this  mearuie. 

'Fhey  wr.te  from  Paris,  that  a  difeo- 
verv  ot  a  vesy  cruel  ir.ntiaehon  haN  been 
lately  made  lu  that  city.  A  gentleman 
of  ditlinClion,  who  was  lelt  guaidian  to 
his  filUr\>  children  a  few  yearii  liner, 
priK'ureil  tinuc  Mihains  to  kidnap  ti.emj 
they  were  fent  to  ’Jie  Dutch  Idtlements 
in  the  Eift  Indies,  where  they  penlhed 
in  abje^it  litvery:  the  delinquent  has  pL-d 
to  Italy,  having  taken  with  him  ail  his 
efiedla,  Slc. 

A  letter  from  Gibraltar,  dated  April 
25.  fays,  “  We  have  had  very  llormy 
weather  for  fotre  days  pall  at  cad.  Tvvv> 
Spaniih  men  of  war  put  into  our  bay 
yttUiday  in  great  dillrcrs,  one  of  them 
without  a  mainm.ttl;  and,  it  is  rtporttii, 
two  others  a»e  wrecked  between  Efte- 


Kouse  i?/ Commons. 

Lord  North’s  fpstch  relutive  t§  th 
jiati  of  I  he  Coin* 

The  very  ruinous  date  of  the  gold- 
coin,  which  has  been  fo  tully  proved 
by  cme  of  the  witneifls  at  the  bar, 
induced  me,  though  fo  late  iff  the  fel- 
fioiis,  to  bring  in  a  bill  lalt  year,  if 
not  totally  to  remedy  the  evil,  at  leaft' 
to  picvcni  its  increafe;  and  l  ain  ex¬ 
tremely  happv  in  thinking  that  it  had  in 
a. great  uitafure  the  delired  elfeiiE  This 
a(il  and  confeqaent  explanation  has  a|-' 
ready  brougiiL  into  tlie  bank  alone 
:,400,cool.  and  will  probably  bring  In 
mneh  more.  But  while  1  fee,  w'ilh  fa- 
tidaitfion,  the  evils  we  have'  in  foroc 
meafnre  liippred'cd,  and  the  very  tntwr- 
mous  abulcs  we  have  avoided  by  a  gtl- 
ntral  indcmnilrcation,  w’c  muft  not  for¬ 
get  that  thclc  advaiitagcs  are  balanced- 
by  an  engagement  we  arc  ablolutely  o- 
bliged,  upca  every  priu|fplc  .of  good’ 
faith,  to  perform;  for  bJgiving- a  cur¬ 
rency  to  guineas  of  a  certain  weight,  we 
have  in  bound  outlelves  to  make 
them  goi'd  to  the  holders  at  the  value 
they  took  them  at.  I  Piall  therefore 
move,  that  all  guineas  coined  before  Ike 
rtign  of  George  ii. -which  now  pafs  at' 
3dvM8  3  gr.  that  is  6gt.  Icfs  than  their 
full  weight,  and  all  other  guineas,  coin-  , 


two  others  are  wrecked  between  Efte-  ed  before  the  ift  of  January  1772,  which'l 
phoiia  and  Mai  iga.  'Fhrte  Piipi  tailed  now  have  an  allowance  of  3gr.  and  arc  f 
on  Tuefday  iwil  iiom  Cadiz  tor  Carlha-  current  at  5dwis  6-gi.  lluiU  be  called  in  ‘ 


gena,  wheie  they  were  to  have  joiraed’ 
hnne  others,  and  to  jndceed  to  Sicily 
and  Naples.  A  Salcteen  corlair,  of  20 
guns  and  78  men,  is  wrecked  two  or 
Itiice  miles  to  the  eallwaul  of  our  ri>ck, 
the  crew  favtil.  It  is  feared  many  o- 
thers  are  loft  within  the  circle  of  forty 
leagues  of  tins  place.  S.«turday  evening 
a  Kufiian  fiiip  put  into  this  bay,  but  the 
violence  of  the  wind  prevents  the  garri- 
ion  boats  from  going  iilf." 

We  hear  iioin  the  lame  place,  that 
the  L'Opale,  a  French  frigate  of  30 
guns,  had  been  taken  by  the  emperor  uf ' 
Morvxtco’s  coruirs  in  the*  Medileira- 
luan,  after  a  delpeiate  battle,  wherein 
inofl  of  the  crew  wcie  inafi'acred,  and* 
cairied  into  Lanache. 

By  another  letter  from  thcncc  we 
Icain,  that  four  tail  of  Spanirii  men  of 
war  had  juft  paftid  the  Gut,  W'ith  feve- ' 
lal  Hanlpoils  under  convoy,  w  hich  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  full  tit  trtK»ps,  faid  to  be 
Uouiui  fur  CwiUagcna  id  the  W.  ladic*. 


now  have  an  allowance  ot  3gr.  and  are 
current  at  5dwt8  6<gi.  ihall  be  called  in 
by  proclamation;  and  though  nutter# 
rcfpc«^ing  the  coin  Ciimc  wiibiii  the  pre 
rogative  of  the  crown, .as  money  i#  Ui 
be  railed  to  defray  the  expeuce,  I 
biingin  a  bill  to  make  a  compenfatiuH 
to  the  holders  of  fuch  guineas,  by  deli 
vering  in  return  others  of  full  weight 
The  wlible  expeiicc  of  this  to  the  public 
will  not  exceed  250,000!.  I  know  k 
will  be  alktd,  how  1  can  poflibly  thisk 
of  coiiinenlaling  the  holders  fn  one'in- 
fVance  and  not  in  the  pllier,  the  reafoni 
holding  good  in  both  or  iiFneilher.  I‘ 
muft  again  remind  the  committee,  that 
the  lofs  fuftained  in  the  firftf  inftartcc 
proceeded  from  knavery  or*  iiegicd; 
whereas,  on  the  prefent-  occaHon,  k 
would  origin  ilc  folely  from  the  faitb 
given  to  the  treafury  rcquilition,  w'hkh 
line  was  neccfi'ariiy  diawn  to  kecpcaih 
fufficient  for  the  ufes  of  trade  in  cia’U 
lation.  •  For  the  prefent  It  will  be  nc- 
ceflary  to  fix  one  general  (landard 
j^uiucaij  .which  1  propofe  to  be  at  jdwhK 
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5  gr.  I  am  well  aware  that  a  gninca  im- 
meiliately  from  the  mint  wcighb.fomc- 
thinc  more  than  ^dwts.  .9,;r.  and  that 
they  will  not  lufTcr  a  diaiimition  of  a 
gram  for  a  ferie»  of  years  bv  fair  wear; 
hut  to  avoid  confufinn,  and  that  the 
temptation  todimmilf)  will  be  fo  very 
trilhng,  and  can  be  only  worth  w’hile  on 
rery  latgc  fums,  I  think  tlvat  ftiiidard 
will  obviate  every  |material  inconveni¬ 
ence;  for  w'ho  will  think  it  worth  while, 
when,  on  is,0-0  new  g-nineas,  no  more 
than  Tcol.  can  be  made,  a  fum,  in  my 
opinion,  not  equal  to  the  ti.*.*  and 
trouble,  indepeiulent  of  the  rifle  of  pu- 
niihment.  The  w'hcle,  how’cver,  of  w’hat 
I  hive  hitherto  propofed,  does  not  come 
fully  up  to  the  idea  t)f  a  permanent  re¬ 
gulation;  but  for  the  preftnt  I  am  afraid 
we  mnfl  reft  here.  I  have,  hawever,  fe- 
vcral  other  propoftMons  to  make,  in  fomc 
mcaCure  dependent  on  the  laft  regula¬ 
tion,  which  I  mean  to  fubmit  to  the 
committee,  in  order  that  they  may  lie 
on  the  table  to  be  conlidertd  of  in  the 
C'Mirfe  of  the  fummer.  To  prevent  the 
fa  ne  evi!^  returning  on  us,,  as  I  obferved 
b.  fore,  the  only  lure  means  is  the  life  of 
the  fcale.  It  is  moft  certainly  attended 
w'ith  many  inconvtnicncics ;  but  the  art 
of  milling,  the  only  method  of  prevention 
yet  difoovered,  having  got  inV»  the  hands 
of  the  diminilliers,  renders  every  other 
means,  but  weighing,  ineffeiftual.  It 
will  thence  be  naturally  fiiggcftcd,  arc 
we  to  have  frequent  a^fs  for  a  re-coin- 
agc,  or  for  certain  allowances  for  fair 
wear?  No, ‘I  think  not.  The  method 
I  would  propole  is,  by  weighing  the 
whole,  and  making  up  the  deficiency  in 
future,  .1  mean  on  the  guineas  coined 
fnce  January  1772,  at  the  rate  of  half  a 
guinea  for  every  fixty  five  grains,  and  fo 
in. proportion  for  a  lefler  or  greater  defi¬ 
ciency.  '.1  intend  to  propole  fomc  gene¬ 
ral  regulations  relative  to  the  filvcr  coin, 
to  be  taken  up  at  the  meeting  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  which  will  aflemble  in  Odober  or 
November.  [p.  250.‘3  • 

The  follow’ing  is  the  addrefs  oT  both 
hoijfes  of  parliament,  which  was  preicn- 
led  to  hi«  majefty  on  Thurfday  laft: 

“  Moft  Gracious  S  ivereign, 

“  WE;  your  majtfty’s  irioft  dutiful 
and  loyal  fubjedts,  the  lords  fpiritual  and 
tcmpo^il,  and  commons,  in  parliament 
arTcaibled,  having,  in  pu'rfuance  of  your 
lijajdly*s  moft  gracious  recoixuncocUtiou 


in  your  fpeech  to  your  parliament  at  the 
opening  of  this  feftion,  taken  into  our 
moft  ferious  confideralion  the  prefent 
ftate  of  the  gold  coin  of  this  realm ;  and 
having  called  for  fevcral  accounts,  and 
examined  evidence  touching  the  fame, 
w'c  find  that  the  gold  coin  of;this  realm 
has  been  greatly  diminiflied  fjy  clipping, 
filing,  and  other  evil  pradticcs,  particu¬ 
larly  of  late  years,  in  violation  of  the 
laws  of  this  realm:  and  it  appears  to  us, 
that  it  hath  been  a  pradicc  to  export  and 
melt  down  the  «evv  and  perfeAcoin  fooa 
after  it  has  been  ilTued,  for  private  ad¬ 
vantage,  to  the  great  detriment  of  the 
public.;  and  that  the  .like  practices  will 
continue,  while  pieces,  differing  greatly 
in  weight,  are  current  under  the  faiyic 
denomination,  . and  at  the  fame  rate  and 
value.  And  having  with  great  attei\tion 
deliberated  on  this  important  fubjetfl,  in 
whicli  the  commerce  and  intcrefts  of 
your  majefty’s  fubjciits  arc  fo  effcntially 
concerned,  and  on  the  meafiires  which 
ought  to  be  purfned  for  preventing  the 
miichiefs  to  which  the  public  are  thus 
expofed,  we  are  humbly  of  opinion, 
that,  in  the  firft  place,  it  is  proper  that 
all  guineas  weighing  lefsthan  five  penny¬ 
weights,  eight  grains;  and  all  half  gui¬ 
neas  weighing  Icfs  than  two  penny¬ 
weights,  lixteen  grains ;  and  all  quarter 
guineas  weighing  lefs  than  one  penny¬ 
weight,  eight  grains,  be  called  in,  and 
re-cointd  according  to  the  eftabliflied 
ftandard  of  ihc  mint,  both -as  to  weight 
and  finenefs;  and  that  it  is  proper  that 
the  faid  guineas,  half  guineas,  and  quar¬ 
ter  guineas,  be  called  in  by  degrees,  and 
as  fait  as  the  occafions  of  circulation  will 
allow',  and  as  the  officer's  of  the  mint  arc 
able  to  re-coin  the  fame.;  and  that  the 
public  do  bear  the  lofi  arifirg  from  the 
deficiency  ’  aqd  re-coinage  of  the  (aid 
guineas,  halt  guineas,  and  quarter  gui¬ 
neas,  provided  fucli  defi&'cncy  doe^  not 
exceed  the ^•ates  fettled  by  the  commif- 
fioners  of  your  majefty’s  (reafury,  In 
their  order  of  the  13d  of  July  laft,  and 
provided  they  be  •offered  in  payment  to 
the  receivers  or  collectors  of  the  public 
revenues,  or  arc  bron^t  to  fneh  perfora 
or  perftms  as  your  majefty  ftiall  autho¬ 
rize  to  receive  and  exchange,  the  fame, 
within  certain  times  to  be  appointed  for 
that  purpofe.  , 

“  We  do  therefore  moft  humbly  be.- 
fcech  your  majefty,  that  your  majefty 
would  be  gracioufly  pleafcd  toiifuc  yotir 
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royal  prncUmation,  or  prorlim.itions, 
aiivl  Thereby  apnoiut  fuch  days  as  toyoor 
majedy  IlnH  icem  meet,  afier  which  the 
laid  gnincaf.,  h.i’f  guineas,  and  quarter 
guinea;*  be  not  allowed  in  p.iyment 
or  to  pafs,  except  only  to  the  collec¬ 
tors  and  receivers  of  the  pt  blic  rtve- 
r.utrs,  «»r  to  Inch  perfons  as  your  naa- 
jedy  Ih.dl  auThonfe  to  receive  and  ex 
cha'»}:e  die  fame;  and  that  your  majefly 
would  appoint  certain  other  days  after, 
avhich  tnr  laid  guinea'-,  half  guineas,  and 
quarter  guineas  he  not  allowed  to  pals  in 
Miy  payment  \vhatlocver,ortobeexehan- 
ged  in  iuy  manner  before- mentioned  ’* 

To  which  his  m'-jefly  returnevd  the  fol¬ 
lowing  mod  gracious  anfwer: 

“  My  Lords  .and  Gentlemen, 

“  The  attention  you  h.avc  given  to  a 
matter,  in  which  the  ctimmirce  and  re- 
s'CBue  trt  my  kingthuns  are  1<*  nearly  con* 
rtriied,  afTurds  me  ll.c  highed  fatu-fac- 
tion;  and  you  may  depend  upon  my  gi- 
xli'g  the  necciriiy  orders  b  r  cariyinc  the 
rr.t’i'urc'^  y  oj  recommewd  into  imme- 
i'i  *ie  txecu!i(*n.” 

On  rddiy  hd,  his  majedy  went  to  the 
hcMile  »  f  per  r<,  attended  by  thi*  duke  of 
Ancidcr  and  the  e.ad  of  Jeifcy,  and  gave 
the  i(')al  dfent  tw  lifry-i>ne  private  bilL, 
aao  1  g  v\hlch  were,  the  bill  fiir  regula- 
ling  the  impi  rtativ»n  of  foreign  fiber 
'coir.;  the  bill  f<'r-the  more  imp.rtial  ad 
inir-flrari.m  of  jnd'ce  in  the  province  of 
<>t  MadT.u  liufetl’s  Ij.ry  ;  the  bill  f.  r  better 
regol.iing  the  ei\hl  g  vernment  of  the 
M  irrchttdVtth*  B»y;  the  bill  ir  r  the  bet¬ 
ter  icgulating  the  go'.ctnuen*  of  Que¬ 
bec;  the  bill  ir»  cmitmuc  an  aiJt  for  elta- 
blidimg  certain  free  ports  in  the  flrnd  of 
Jamaica;  the  bill^lo  itidcmnify  'perfon> 
who  hive  (Uiiitt'd  to  q'labfy  them  reives 
for  »  fnccs  or  employ  lun^.s  wi.hm  the 
time  limilrd  by  la'.v,  and  allowirig  a  t'ur- 
tt'er  time  for  rUat  purprde;  the  bill  for 
the  bet’cr  ngulafiou  of  private  ma-J- 
luMile‘  ;  the  b  UTor  rrgulafing  infurances 
<•11  bve-;,  and  tru  pn  hibiling  all  fuch  in- 
furai  ce-,  except  in  cafes  v*  here  the  per- 
foris  inttj’Ing  dull  have  an  ioleu'd  in  the 
life  •  r  draltr  .  f  .he  lurfons  infured;  the 
bill  f«*r  mote  tHViftually  lecur  ng  the 
be.iMi  of  prlibri  rs  in  gaol,  during  thetr 
rm.lrncmeot ;  the  lull  lo  air.end  an 
Jor  the  noire  lib  slfually  pitvctuiug  frauds 
fvxj  abides,  commi’  evl  by  pcrlons  ctrj^ 
j>l.  y<d  in  the  tranuf  ufture  of  har«,  woo- 
)ru,  iiufP,  aud  collon;  the  b<D  tor  oia- 


king  a  navigable  cut  or  canal  from  the 
port  or  harbour  of  IVide,  i»»  the  hunrlrtiH, 
of  S'rattiin,  anri  county  of  Corowall,  to* 
the  river  Tamer  in  the  fnd  counry,  *  *' 

O  i  Thurfdiy,  in  the  houle  of  com¬ 
mons,  Sir  Charles  VV^hitworth  brought  op 
the  report  from  the  commiitee  of  wayl* 
and  mean.*  which  fat  on  Wednefday  lad,' 
tind  the  hiid  report  being  read,  was  a- 
gretd  to  by  the  houfe,  and  is  as  foilowsc 

That  perfons  iutereded  in  the  3  per 
cent,  coniolidated  and  South  Sea  annu¬ 
ities,  who  (bail  on  or  before  the  aSth' 
indant,  and  before  the  firm  fubfenbed, 
IImII  api.miit  to  i,o>o.oo<dI.  fubferibe 
their  eonknt  to  receive  881.  for  100 1* 
fhal!  he  mtitlcd  to  (ix  tickets  in  a  lottery^ 
locondd  of  6o,ooo‘ tickets,  at  ill.  io8.^ 
eacli  ticket ;  one  moiety  to  be  paid  on 
or  btfore  the  aoth  <'f  Oifl.ibtr  next.— "i* 
The  faid  tickets  to  be  paid  for  as  follow; 
L.  I  on  or  before  the  51ft  of  May 

2  on  or  before  the  30th  of  June  * 

3  on  or  before  the  id  of  Augud 

3  ('n  or  before  the  id  of  September 

3  ICS.  ou  or  before  the  id  of  Odobtr 

6oo,cccl.  tobf  dift*'»buted  into  pHzei* 
to  be  pa’ul  at  the  bank  on  the  4tb  of 
Ma»  •)  1775,  without  dedudion.  •• 

That  bt'ok*i  IlialLbe  opened  at  the 
bank  for  rtceivir.g  fubferiptions ;  and 
Ih.iT  during  the  two  fiiftdays  no  perfod 
ijiall  be  p  rrnitttd  to  fubferibe*  for  more 
than  5COC/1.*  d<-ck. 

Thai  2,c8o6y6l.  12  s.  S-J  d.  be  ap- 
plitd  01.^  ot  the  finking  fund  Kiwardl 
the  fr pply. 

Th^t  15. cool,  out  of  monies  paid  in¬ 
to  the  t  xchi  q'ur  before  the  5th  of  AprH 
1775*  decaying  the  expenccs  of  dc- 
tending- the  colonie.*'  in  America,  be  ap¬ 
plied  tow'ards  maintaining  the  ftcres  and 
g^'rifcns  ill  America  for  the  year  T774* 

^  That  the  produce  of  gum  fenega  duV 
ties,  wiiich  (ball  be  paid  into  the  exche^ 
qner  hcf.ue  the  jtn  of  April  i77i»  bc 
apr’ied  toivareU  the  fnpply. 

Tint  I  ^6,981  1.  7  s  5  d.  remaining  ip'  i 
the  exebequtr  of  the'  overplus  of  Ibfl 
ymint  for  1773,  be.  applied  towards  thj 
fnp  »Iy.  '  -  • 

'  VedOrday  the  fird  payment  of  thf  fub- 
fctiption  for  the  er.luing  lottery  was 
made  at  the  b.ii'k;  the  doors  wereo- 
prnrd  in  D^i  Jholomew-lane,  at  n:pe  o, 
clock  in  the  foienopii,  for  the  fubfcribei* 
t  >  enter;  when  there  was  fiJch  a  crow/l, 
that  fcvcral  in  endeavouring  to  get  jp 
Were  much  hurl*  Many  had  bc^Q 
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Ing  tli'eVc  from  a  rcry  early  hour  in  the  whom  they  robbed  of  money  and  watches 
in  hopes  of  getting  in  ftrft.  to  the  amount  of  40 1.  Oiie  .lady  faved 
T  iefdiy  the  houfe  went  ioto  the  or-  her  watch,  though  they  were  about  ua 
der  of  the  d.»y,  to  enquire  further  into  mimiies  in  fcarching  the  paflengers.  A 
the  prefent  date  of  the  linen  trade  in  lady  l^ing  much  frighted,  one  of  the 
G  eat  B'itain  and  Ireland,  when  lord  n.bbcrs  defued  (he  would  not  be  alarm- 
Frederick  Campbell  moved,  that  a  boun-  ed,  as  they  would  di»  her  no  harm,  and 
ty  of  three  halfpence  per  yard  be  grant-  only  wanted  her  money*— They  beha* 
cd  on  all  Britilb  and  Irilh  linens,  -prin-  ved  very  politely,  and  had  handkerchiefs 
ted,  painted,  or  ftained,  which  dvdl  he  over  their  faces.  One  of  them  alked 
exported  from  Great  Britain.  After  the, driver,  if  he  knew  who  was  propric^ 


much  alterc.ition  the  quedion  w’as  called  tor  of  that  part  of  the  r(»ad  where  the 
for  from  all  parts  of  the  houfe,  and,  on  highwayman  was  fhot  a  few  weeks  fnicc, 

I  r  »•  j  ...I-.: _ n. _ i.i  a...* 


the  gallery  being  cleared,  the  honfe  di¬ 
vided  ;  for  the  petition  63.  againll  it  lao. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  “  That  the 
chairmaf*  do  now  leave  the  chair,**  which 
W.as  carried  without  a  divifion;  cunfe- 
qtjcntly  the  linen  buliiicfs  is  dropt  for 
this  telii-m. 


declaring  he  Hioiild  find  out  who  he 
wa**,  and  kill  every  horfe  he  h.ad. 
Extra^i  cf  a  letter  from  Stranraer^ 
May  IT • 

“  This  morning  the  (hip  Gale  of 
Whiteh  tven,  Henry  jefferfon  inader,  for 
New-Yoik,  failed  from  this  part  w'itti 


IThc  dchatts  on  the  opening  the  bud-  emigrants  on  board,  including  wo* 


get  tn  our  next.']  nu*n  and  children,  71  of  whom  werfi: 

iliipped  at  the  w'ater  of  Fleet,  the  reft  at 
SCOTLAND.  St  ranraer.  They  are  moftly  p>;or  people* 

_  r  who  have  little  or  nothing  after  paying 

Edinburgh.  Mav  ^  a  few  of  them  are  in- 

Extrti{l  of  a  letter  from  London,  dented  lor  three  years,  having  had  no- 
May  ^o,  thing  to  defray  the  cxpences  of  their 

“  This  day  the  Cv»mmons  agreed  to  palTige ;  nor  do  the  greateft  part  of 
the  hooklellcrs  bill,  ordered  it  to  be  irt-  them  know  in  what  way  they  arc  to  be 
ig'oflVd,  and  read  a  third  lime  the  27th  provided  for  after  landing.** 
current,  when  great  dcbaiejj  are  exped-  On  Saturday  laft,  the  Venerable  Af^ 
ed.  This  bill  has  been  chiclly  cained  fcnibly  appointed  a  committee  to  dravr 
tliriaigh  by  the  city  member!,  and  their  up  a  congratulatory  addrefs  to  bis  ma-* 
friend* ;  and  if  it  Ihould  p-rfs  the  houle  jelly  on  the  queen*8  fafe  delivery  of  ano- 


ot  commons,  there  is  little  di  ubt  but  it  iher  pr'mce.  •  They  afterwards  took  un« 
will  he  rejected  in  the  upper  houfe,  der  conhderatioh  a  petition  and  com- 
where  the  bills  i  f  1735  *737  brought  plaint,  at  the  inftance  of  fome  elders  and 

in  by  the*  bookfclicis  expin.d.  The  parUbioners  of  St  Niniaii's,  complaining 
claule  propoltd,  that  this  law  fltould  not  of  the  manner  in  which  Mr  Finlay  ad- 
cxtrrul  to  Scotland,  as  no  commor\-law  mitted  Mr  Thomfon  miniflerof  that  pa- 
right  had  ever  been  pretended  there,  rifb.  Alter  a  good  deal  of  reafoning  on 
was  rt’jided.  If  this  bill  pafles  in-  the  fnbjrrfl,  it  was  propoftd  that  the  af- 
to  a  law,  fevcral  (houland  people  in  icnibly  Ibonid  hrft  take  cogiiizaucfc  of 
Scotland  will  be  immediately  let  idle,  tne  condud  of  thofc  memberb  of  the 
which  w'ill  Iv  attended  with  the  v^orft  pnfbytrry  who  did  not  give  attendance 
c<  nlVquencc«i  in  the  prefent  dale  of  the  at  Mr  Thomfon’s  admillion,  according 
country.  Very  few  Scots  mentberb  at-  to  the  drrtdions  of  'laTl  allcmbty,  at 
tended  the  houfe  while  the  bill  was  go-  '  mentioned  in  the  prelbytcryU  report  to 
Ing  on.  Gov.  Johnftorit  aiulMrDtmp-  the  commilTion;  which  being  agreed  to* 


ftcr  were  v<.rf  adivc  in  oppoliug  it.** 

Laft  Tuesday  morning,  about  ha'f  pad 
two,  the  fly  from  Newcaflle  tt>  Lv  ndon 
w^H  attacked  between  Grantham  .and 
Coiderworth  by  two  highwaymen.  There 
were  T\n  paflengers  in  the  By;  but  they 
rol>bcd  the  driver  of  one  guinea  and  a 
half. — About  a  quarter  of  an  hour  after* 


it  w'a*  moved,  that  the  rev.  Mr  Thoma* 
Randall  at  Stirling,  Mr  John  Duncan  at 
Alva,  and  Mr  William  Nimmo  at  Both- 
kennar,  fliould  be  irimmoned  to  attend 
the  adcmbly  on 'Intirfday ‘next*  to  an- 
fwer  for  their  difobedienoe.  The  vote 
yvas  accordingly  put,  Surnffton  or  not  t 
when  it  carried.  Summon*  A  dtdenC 


they  attacked  the  York  fly  near  the  fame  was  entered  by  fevcral  members  agaioA 
place*  IQ  whi^b  were  four  pafl'cogerSt  the  motioa*  *  ^ 
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On  MonJ.iy  a  petition  whs  prefcnteii 

10  the  Venerable  Aflcmhly,  from  frveral 
<if  tl\e  heritor*;  Rnti  pariihioners  of  Ni- 
•ntan’*,  fettiiig  forth.  “  That,  agreeable 
!<'  ’he  rule  liniformly  obierved  in  the 
.p’cfhytcry  of  Siirling,  Mr  Buchanan, 
r.'iniiter  at  Clackmanan,  one  of  the  mein- 
Ivjrs  of  that  prclbytery,  was  the  jx-rfon 
V  hofe  torn  it  was  to  have  ofiijia^cd  at 
Mr  Thomhnrb  admiffi  >n,  as  minifter  of 
■St  Nin'rans;  yet,  ncvtrlhclef%  at  a  meet- 

11  g  of  the  prtil'jytiTV  of  Si^rhng,  Mr  Kr>- 
bert  Finlay,  minilb/r  at  Dollar,  anolher 
of  the  me  nhers  of  that  pitfbyterv,  ol- 
•fered  his  firvires  upon  that  occafion, 
a  id  the  prclbytery  were  pleafcd,  contra- 
r.y  to  their  lule,  to  appoint  him  to  ofli- 
ciate 

“  That,  epon  the  19th  July  1773,  bc- 
tne  the  day  appointed  by  the  General 
Afrcmh’v  f«»r  Mr  Timmion’s  admiffion, 
the  prtlbytciy  of  Siirling  met  at  St  Ni- 
nian’s,  and  having  gntic  to  the  church, 
the  f.iid  Mr  R  'be^t  Finhiy  did,  in  pre- 
iciice  of  a  numerous  congregation  there 
convened,  execute  the  forelaid  lentrnce 
«  f  the  Geucral  Jin’cT.bly,  by  admitting 
:Mr  I'homlon  to  be  miinlter  of  that  pa- 
riih  in  a  niinncr  highly  difrcrptdiul  to 
that  lupreme  jmiicatoiy,  molt  injuriona 
to  his  brother  Mr  I'hi.mfon,  and  very 
r'lTct.Eve  and  indecent  to  the  congrega¬ 
tion  there  convened. 

“  That,  in  his  prayer  before  the  con- 
j^regation,  he  made  no  mention  ot  the 
occafion  of  lUe  meeting,  nor  fupplicated 
Gvid’s  blciljng  upon  it  as  ufual  in  fucli 
caftP. 

“  That,  after  prayer,  he  called  upon 
Mr  David  Tbomfon ;  who  having  rofe 
up,  he  then  addrefied  him  in  a  ipccch 
io  tlie  following  purpofe; 

“  \Vc  are  here  met  this  day  by  a  for¬ 
mer  appointment  of  prefbytery,  in  obe- 
<licnce  to  the  levrre  fentence  of  the  Ge¬ 
neral  A.Tembly,  to  admit  >011  minifter  of 
Si.Vinian'^:  a  fentence  pronounced  by 
the  liigheft  lio:n  of  ecclthalfic.i!  authori¬ 
ty  or  pv>wcr,  that  Aflembly  having  atTu- 
nied  to  themfelves  higher  power?  than 
The  parliament  (by  fome  profaneU  ftiled 
omnipotert),  that  wi^r^that  augufl  b  >dy 
tiever  enadfing  any  •.ws  without  con- 
frnt  the  people. 

“  There  lias  been  a  formi.dable  oppo- 
f.tion  made  againft  you  by  600  heads  of 
f..mi!ics,  60  heritors,  and  all  the  elders 
the  parifh,  I  believe,  except  one. 
This  oppofition  has  continued  for  feven 
vears  by  your  own  obftanacy;  and,  if 


you  fliall  this  day  be  admitted,  you  can 
have  no  p.'iftoral  rt  lation  to  the  fouls  of 
this  parifh:  you  will  never  be  regarded 
as  the  lliepheid  to  go  before  the  Iheepi 
they  kn*'W'  you  not,  and  they  will  never 
f.'liow  y  H! :  and  let  me  aftTure  you,  dear 
St,  if  ynu  (hall  per  fill  in  your  obftinacy^ 
y(*n  will  do  more  harm  in  this  parilh 
than  you  could  have  done  good  in  the 
p.>rilb  »»f  Gargunni*ck,  though  you  had 
bet  11  to  live  there  for  a  hundred  years; 
and  you  will  draw’  mifery  and  contempt 
on  yoiirfe'f:  >ou  will  he  defiiifed,  you 
w’ill  be  hated,  yrni  will  be  iiifultcd  and 
maltreated.  One  of  the  moft  eloquent 
and  learned  minifters  of  this  church  told 
me  lately^  that  he  wiyild  go  lo  miles  to 
fee  you  depofed  ;  and  I  do'  affure  you. 
Sir.,  tfiat  I,  and  2  0,000  more  people, 
friends  to  «.ur  church,  w'ould  do  the 
fame;  and  1  mull  cjbferve  to  you,  that, 
in  the  cmirfe  of  this  uppofilion,  your 
condnd  and  behaviour  has  been  altoge¬ 
ther  unw’orthy  and  unbecoming  a  mini- 
ller  of  tlic  g.jfpel.  In  th.at  memor.ibic 
letter  of  your^  to  the  prefbytery,  inti oha- 
ting  vour  acccptar.ce  of  the  call,  not- 
wiihilanding  the  numerous  body  of  the 
people  oppofmg  it  f I  vviOi  it  was  in  my 
power  to  forget  it),  you  have  thefe  im¬ 
pious  and  l'.lafphemi)us  expi  tfiions.  That 
you  accepted  of  it  in  the  fear  of  Gi>^z 
»<nd  at  a  meeting  of  the  prcibylcrj, 
w'iii're  you  w  as  exhcTted,  and  earneftly 
inireated  to  lelinqnifh,  and  give  up  the 
prefenutioM,  you  laid,  that  you  bad  en¬ 
gaged  your  honour  to  that  honourable 
and  woiiliy  gentkmn  ihe  patron,  and 
thar  you  would  not  give  it  iipfor  10,000!. 
What  can  one  of  your  fcnfibility  of  tem¬ 
per  and  feelings  propofc  in  this  mad  at¬ 
tempt,  in  thus  milling  to  forefecn  mife- 
ry  :  Y<'U  was  always  eftcemed  an  ortho¬ 
dox  ard  evangelical  preacher,  and  ne 
man  can  lay  any  thing  to  your  charge  a« 
to  th.st.  You  maimained  a  .gCM>d  cha¬ 
racter  and  reputation  till  yoiir  unhappy 
and  obUinatc  ailhetcncc  to  this  prefen- 
t.ition.  Now  bending  under  the  weight 
of  years,  and  inhimitiea  of  old  age,  what 
happinefa  can  you  propofe  10  yourfelf  in 
this  mad,  this  dcfpciatc  attempt  of  youre* 
■without  the  coircurrencc  of  the  people, 
and  w'lfli  ut  the  !<  all  profpe^  of  ufeful- 
nels  in  this  psrilh  ?  Your  admiHion  into 
it  can  cn'if  be  regarded  as  a  finecuru 
at  d  yc.u  youiftlf  as  a  ilipend* lifter  of  St 
Nlnian’b;  for  you*  can  have  no  furthet 
r<  lation  to  this  paiifh,  dtflroying  the 
peace  tbetco(,  and  introducing  rnio  104 
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dVf'‘^3tion  therein,  adopting  the  anfwcr  other  party  contended,  That  it  wrt  rfht 


ot  Marius  lo  the  Roman  pisetor,  “  Go 
'  tell  him  that  thou  hall  feen  the  exiled 

*  Matiu^  httuig  on  the  ruins  ot  Car- 

•  tha^c;”  and  licrod-iike,  \%ho  had  qu- 
gag<.d  Imk  oath  or  hont>ur  to  give  Uci*)- 
dias  whatcvei  ttic  fliould  aik.,  on  ajccount 


a  cauie  which  could  properly  be  brought 
before  a  prefbyterv:  that  Mr  Finlay 
in  the  capacity  he  appeared  in  at  Mr 
Thomfon’s  admilTion,  an  olficer  of  ther 
OenerarAlTcmbly,  ivhofc  orders  it  wia^ 
his  duty  to  t»bey,  but  which  he  had> 


of  her  dancing  picaluig  him,  fhe  iuftantly  thrown  the  highell  contempt  upon,  if  » 
di  iTtandcd  Joltn  the  BaptilFs  bead*  He-  w’tiat  was  fet  forth  in  the  petition  and* 
rod  was  forry ;  yet,  for  his  oath’s  lake,  complaint  were  true.  They  at  laft  a- 
he  toimnandcd  the  head  to  be  given  in  greed  to  the  following  ftaic  of  a  vote^ 
a  charger  to  this  dancing  damicl.  Now,  or  remit  t  by  which  was  to  Kc 

Sit,  I  conjure  you,  by  the  mercy  of  God,  under  flood,  if  it  carried  that  Mr 

give  up  this  picfcntation-  Iconjuicy«>u  Finlay  flionld  be  fumm»»ntd  lo  attcinl 
tor  the  great  number  of  fouls  of  St  Ni-  the  AlTlrmbly  on  Friday  next,  to  anlwcr 
nian’s,  who  arc  like  Ihccp  going  all r<iy  foi  his  condndl ;  if  rew/V,  that  the  aftanr 
without  a  flicpherd  to  lead  them,  and  fhould  be  feiit  back  to  the  pulbytcry  of 
who  will  never  hear  you,  will  never  fub-  Stirling,  who  were  to  take  a  precvcni- 
niit  to  you,  give  it  up;  and  1  conjure  tion  with  regard  to  Mr  Finlay’s  conduct 
you  by  that  peace  of  mind  which  you  on  the.  admillii.n  of  MrThomfon;  and, 
would  willi  ill  a  dying  hour,  and  that  if  any.  Ihii  g  came  out  in  the  courlc  of 
awful  and  iiirparcial  account,  which,  in  a  the  precognilion,  W'hich  they  thonglit 
Ihlle  time  vou  muft  give  lo  God  ot  your  merited  ferving  Mr  Finlay  w-ith  a  libel, 
own  foul,  and  of  the  fouls  of  this  paiiili,  that  they  fhould  do  h);  but,  if  they  did. 
at  the  inbu Hal  of  our  Lord  J.elus  Chrill,  doI  think  fo,  that  they  fliouid  traufmit 
give  it  up.  To  which  Mr  Tlioinlon  the  precognition  to  the  next  Affcmbly. 
nude  anfwcr,  “  1  forgive  you  for  what  The  rolls  being  calltd,  and  v<>tes  mark- 
‘  you  have  now  faid.  May  God  forgive  cd,  it  carried  Jerxic, 

‘  you.  Pr«K;ced  to  execute  the  orders  OnTuefday  the  Aflembly  had  under 
•  of  vour  (uptriors.**  *  their  confidcratfon  an  appVal  ajtarnfl  lie 

That  feveral  members  of  the  pref-  prefbyicry  of  Lanark*.  The  lail  AlFem- 
byteiy  then  called  out  to  Mr  Finlay  to  biy  had  fuflaincd  »  call  to  the  rev.  Mr 
put  tnc  uiual  queflionB  to  Mrl'homlon;  Meek  to  be  miniftcr  of  CambuUaag,  and 
blit  tins  he  exprefsly  refilled;  and  the  appointed  him  tube  admiUed 'minifWr 
cluTch  I  fhcer,  who  flood  by  the  fide  of  of  that  church.  The  preibytefy  of  Ija- 
the  pulpu  will!  the  ad’s  of  the  All'cmbly  nark,  however,  rifolved  mt  to  tranfport 
iii'hi  hand,  fuppofed  to  coulaiu.  ih«,fc  Mr  Meek.  An  appeal  was  made  to  the 


qiuflums,  having  r)ftcner  than  once  laid  fynod  of  Glafgow  and  Air,  whp  refcrifd’ 
ine  bi>ok  befoic  Ml  Finlay,  he  pufhed  it  the  matter  to  this*  AfTimbly;  The  Af- 
fiom  him  with  reeming  cx>ntempt,  and’  fembly,  after  along  debate,  rckerfed  the 
finilbed  the  admifhon  by  uttering  thele  Itnicnce  of’ the  prefbyicry  of'Lanafk,- 
words:  “  I,  as  moderator  of  the  pr'vfby-  atid  ordcred’^the.  prtfbytery  ofliamilton 


‘  tcry  of  Stirling,  adn^it  you,  Mr  David 
‘  Tiioniton,  to  be  miniftcr  of  the  parilh 
‘  of  St  NiJiian‘*s,  according  to  the  tr-oc 
‘  ftiiie  and  fjMril  of  the  late  fentence  of 
‘  the  General  AfTcn.bly;  and  you  aic 
*’  hereby  admitted  accotdingly.”  After 


to  fettle  Mr  Meek  with  all  conveqiCTl; 
fpced,  according  to  the  rule!  of  the ' 
church.  ^ 

Yefterday  the  Aflembly  t6ok  under 
conlidcratioiniMt  Icttlemefit  of  Glen-, 
cairn,  when  there  appeared'  Mr  Bofwell ' 


which  he  dilpenfed  with  the  uiual  forms*  for  the  dukc'of  Queeiifberry  the  patrcm,' 
upon  tbefe  rccaftons,  ^  .  for  himfdf  and*  the/' other  ckllcrs  of ’the 

Tlie  abbvc'aifiir  occafioned  a' very  rev.  Mr  \Vlllia'm  Grief  ton,  miniftcr  *at’ 
long  and  well  condudltd  debate  abioTig  Amflerdarn,  the  prefentce,  Mr  Ffcrgufbn 
the  members,  whkh  continued' tHl  ricar  of  Craigdarfoch^  a ’principal  heritor  ;ia 
fix  o’clot  k  at  night.  The  one  party'in-’  that  (rarifli  pand  for  the  oppoferi,  Mr* 
lifted,  I'hat  the  petition  and  complaint  Henry. Erikinc*  After  parties  were  re-' 
did  mil  corr.c  properly  before  the  Af-  moved,  a>  Ikort  debate  cnlued.  ThVn 
icmbiy;  and  ttiat  they  could*  take*  no  fevcral  members  being  about  todpeakdn 
cognizance  of  i  .,  as  it  had  not  originaterl*  diflerent  parts  of  .^hc  boufe,  MrXioflbic. 
bchac  the  prtfbyicry,  where  every  ca«jle*  arofe,  and  in  a  vcry  mafttrly  manner de- 
a  brolhci  to  bi|pa.'  TUe*  moufttated  the  propriety^  and  cycA 
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ccfirtty  of  fuu.vning  thcr  call ;  upon  which 
the  Afl'cmbly  a^ret  (i,  without  a  vote,  to 
tiiftain  the  c^II,  nail  appoint  th»"  jnclby- 
Ivry  of  l\'npont  to  priH:eetl  to  Mr  Grier- 
l'un\  fctilrtneiit,  accoitiiui;  lo  the  rules 
«»t  tlic  chinch. 

I. 'cut.  William  Catherwood,  of  the 
^6tti  rtgiinirni  of  foot,  cunmauded  by 
lord  Adam  Gordon,  is  calliicrcd  by  (he 
IVutmcc  of  a  court-martial,  and  li.e 
cldtil  enfign,  Clurles  Arbutlinot,  ap- 
j)ointcd  lieutenant  in  hi^.  room. 

Ycllcrdiy  tnorning,  Iik  compatnes  of 
the  30111  re^’iyaeiit  muched  from  the 
c'lftU  for  IVitti:  and  tliis  forenoon  the 
tirft  dlvilion  of  the  66th  regiment  (loui 
Adam  G  tdon’.-)  arrived  at  the  caltle. 

We  ikbferve  in  the  Lond‘'n  Chro¬ 
nicle  a  letter  Irom  Aberdeen,  ithitive  lo 
•a  renci'untcr  betwixt  a  clergyman  and 
the  tirll  migidrale  of  thaiciiy:  As  we 
liavc  tome  reafon  to  d»)ubl  its  an’hcn- 
ticity,  we  have  lieclintd  inferling  it  till 
\vc  thall  have  a  confii  mation  of  the 
particulars,  which  we  ritjnell  fome  of 
onr  kind  coricfpondcnls  lo  favour  us 
•with. 

[r/’f  procifJir.gj  at  the  Dumfries 
circuit  def erred. 

^  B  1  R  r  H. 

M-y  10.  At  lulinburgh,  Mrs  BofAc!!, 
wife  of  Jaaics  Boon  til,  Liq;  •tdvoeaic,  of  a 
daughter. 

D  E  A  T  H  S. 

March  j.  Jn  N’cw-Englaii.t,  A n.bew  Oli¬ 
ver,  tup,  lieiittnai.t-govci  1501  of  tile  province 
of  MallaMmiar's  Kay. 

May  lo.  At  the  palace  of  Vorfaillcs,  his 
mod  Ctindun  majedv  Lewis  XV.  king  of 
Fraf  cc  an  I  NJavane,  in  tlic  65tn  year  of  his 
nge,  and  jpih  of  his  reign.  He  foccc^dtj 
his  gieat-graiulfaihcr  Lexis  XIV.  bept.  i, 
j  7 1 5  htiJig  then  in  die  6ili  year  of  his  age ; 
hi«gi«ni.uthcr,  faJicr,  and  chief  brother,  ha¬ 
ving  all  died  bctv>rc  itis  great-grandfather, 
within  a  year  of  each  oilier.  His  grandta- 
(iicr  died  of  the  finall-pox  April  14.  1711, 
at  the  age  of  30;  Ids  tathcr  died  tcb.  i4. 
1712,  aged  30  ;  and  his  thler  brother  on  ti'c 
6th  of  .Marco  folloAuig,  aged  5  years. —  I’lic 
two  latf  rcigus  of  trance  C'liipnlirad  a  pe¬ 
riod  of  iji  years,  liuni  164310  1774,  during 
'which  linic  there  have  been  no  Ids  tn*.n  nine 
monarclis  on  the  throne  of  tngland.  Lewis 
XlV.  iuccecdetl  in  ihc  1643,  wlicn  only  about 
5  years  old,  -nd  ditd  Sepi.  1  171  J,  aged  77 

years,  atter  having  enjoyed  a  rciga  of  ntai  71 
years.  4  he  dauphin  d:  trance,  named  Louis 
Augudas,  who  lucoer.is  10  ttic  croua,  is 
giandi'on  to  the  litc  king,  and  was  barn  Au- 
gud  2  3  *754.  and  niarricU  Maria  Vntunictia 
•1' Auitiia,  May  16.  1770. — iils  brothers  und 


fiflers  are.  Louis  Stanilljus  Xavier,  count  dt 
Pr ‘vence,  bom  Nov.  17.  17SS;  married 
May  14.  1771,  to  pr^ncc^^  Maiia  jofeyha 
Lnulfa,  daug  ter  of  tnc  iiukc  of  Savoy,  and 
grand-daugint-r  of  the  late  king  of  Sardinia. 
— Chailcs  Pnilip,  cou  u  d'Artois,  b orn  Otto- 
b.r  9.  1757  ;  marricil  to  anoiiicr  dauglircr  of 
the  .king  of  Sardinia. — .Maria  Adelaide  Clo¬ 
tilda  Xaveria,  born  Sept.  13.  1759.— -.And 
tlizabcih  Pldlippa  Maria  ilclena,  born 
May  3.  1764 — Whenever  a  king  of  France 
dies,  there  is  a  model  of  him  taken  oti'  in 
wax.  w  iivch  is  depofitcd  in  g-cat  date  in  the 
chapel  of  St  Denys,  ru'ioiindcd  with  lamps, 
which  are  cmidantly  kept  burning  nigla  and 
day  till  tlie  <!calh  of  his  fuccciTor.  wnen  the 
fame  ceremony  is  obllrvcd  with  him. 

1 3.  At  Rutby-Caftle,  in  the  biibopric  of 
Durham,  Ids  grace  '.Viliiam  Fitrroy,  duke  of 
Cleveland  and  Southampton,  carl  of  Chiccl- 
fcr.  comptiulkr  of  the  fcal,  or  grttn-wax  0*- 
f.ce  rcc(  ivtr,  and  c*'niptrollcr  or  the  profits  of 
the  leals  in  the  ci'uit.'.  of  Iving’s-bcnch  and 
Common-pleas.  ft  is  giocc  was  born  in 
i697-«,  and  married,  in  1  731.  lady 
tmeh,  daughferof  the  late  earl  of  Winchcl- 
fca,  at  Noitinghani,  who  died  in  1742,  Ica- 
vir.g  no  ifTne.  i  he  title,  with  8cool.  a-ycar, 
wldcli  is  entailed  upon  the  title,  dcicends  to 
the  duke  of  Giafron,  who  now  takes  the  title 
of  duke  ol  CicVcland. 

It  At  Lonkm.  lady  Cave,  daughter  of 
the  late  lord  vilcourt  termanagh,  and  mo¬ 
ther  ot  Sir  riiomas  Cave  d  irt. 

18.  At  tdinbuigh,  Mrs  hkkn  Riddell,  re-* 
li6t  of  Robert  Carte  of  Cavers,  ¥M\ 

24.  At  (iitto,  lady  trances  Gardircr,  wi¬ 
dow  of  ci>l.  James  Gardioti ,  and  daughter  of 
David  carl  of  Kuchan. 

[Siiipping  deferred.] 

To  our  Correspondents. 

Mr  M‘ - n’s  laigc  contribution  is  re- 

ceivetl.  His  fi»lt  paper  is  in  the  ft  tic  of  ad 
advertifenunt,  which  (lilqualifics  it  for  « 
place  in  the  body  r»f  thc'  Magazirc.  His  fe¬ 
cund  contains  Ibmc  uncommon  fentiments, 
iloaihed  in  u  .common  la  gua>.c;  hut  w’hich 
wc  iball  lubmit  to  the  judgment  of  the  pub* 
lie.  t  he  Others  wc  liavc  nut  bad  time  to 
coafidcr.  ^ 

Hon  esta — Robertus,  and  D.  L.  un¬ 
der  cmi  tide  lation. 

An  Anoi'tymoMA  Letter  from  Aberdeen 
ca  c  t<.o  late  I  here  was  in  it  a  capiii^ 
mdtakc  in  a  proj^ci  nan  e. 

Hon  estl’s  ought  to  irde^f,  that  not  onf 
out  of  a  huodicti  4>1  our  trade. s  tan  be  enters 
tained  with  vague  declamation,  Ipun  out  too 
lo  an  immodeiatc  length.  Wc  have  met  with 
many  rebuko  on  ti. is  account 
,  L.  .Am  E  K  D  F.  r.  N  jult  tome  to  hand.— 
foirc  Poliuai  Piece*,  which  we  have  not  ni^l 
Iciiuie  to  cxamlae. 


